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YOUR VOTE
COUNTS
Democracy has its requirements. There are people in
the world that would die for
a chance to vote and have
actually done so. In the West,
we grow cynical, tired and annoyed by the whole process.
It was 117 years ago that
white women won the
right to vote in Australia
and another 60 years
before
all
Indigenous
Australians were allowed to
enrol to vote in federal elections. This democracy is still
under construction.
The election crescendo of
promises and money falling from the sky is always
predictable before becoming white noise. We are told
that we are better off with
this candidate or that just
by having a few more dollars
in our pockets but it is not

SUSTAINABILITY

Choosing the Future
2019 Federal Election May 18th – www.aec.gov.au

enough to impact the cost
of groceries, housing, utilities,
medical expenses, childcare
fees or close the pay gap.
Jobs are touted as the priority but whose jobs? Often it
seems like the only jobs that
are deemed the most important belong to the candidates who want to get or
keep their job. Who is actually
better off when we only think
about our own benefit?
If we think that the whole
thing is over on May 18th, think
again. It is our responsibility
to hold those who win office
to represent us every day

WOMEN IN TRADES
After finishing school I spent
my time working in family
businesses and so did my
best friend Dani. From time
to time we would step away
from those jobs and come
together to do painting
projects on our own. Being
young and uneducated in
the world of business, we

didn’t realise that we had
to advertise to get consistent work - silly right? After
agreeing that the money
was too inconsistent we
decided to part ways and
both went back into the
world of employment again.
Dani went back to work
with her dad doing home

emeraldmessenger.com.au
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of their term. We cannot be
too busy to care about what
happens next. Democracy
has its requirements and
the power is vested with the
people. The price of freedom
is eternal vigilance.
Our elected members to the
House of Representatives
should understand the
needs and priorities of their
electorate. The hills are a
unique part of the La Trobe
and Casey electorates with
a complex mix of national
viewpoints, local preferences and project wish lists.
MARY FARROW
Continued on page 6
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SCIENCE
maintenance and I went to
a call centre.
One day at the call centre
I received a warning from
my manager for taking too
many toilet breaks! This
was one of many ridiculous
conversations between myself and my manager and
Continued on page 5
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The Emerald Messenger is a community-led, social
enterprise covering stories about local interests, groups,
local businesses, events and commentary in a 10 kilometre
radius around Emerald, the most populated town in
the Dandenongs. Submissions from the community are
welcome and must be sent by the 10th of every month
in electronic format. Articles should typically be from
750 to 1000 words and include a high resolution image.
stories@emeraldmessenger.com.au
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Contact our team to discuss promotions or advertising in
the next edition of the Emerald Messenger. Bookings are
due on the 15th of every month. Editions will be available
online and in printed format at distribution points between
Belgrave, Gembrook, Monbulk and Upper Beaconsfield
townships. Download our rates and guidelines with booking
deadlines and technical specifications for submitting artwork.
advertising@emeraldmessenger.com.au

EDITORIAL TEAM

ABOUT THIS JOURNAL

PRODUCTION
Mary Farrow – Editor

THIS PUBLICATION IS A SOCIAL
ENTERPRISE INITIATIVE OF
EMERALD COMMUNITY HOUSE INC.

Meredith Cole – Editorial Assistant

A place where connections are made and opportunities are realised

Phil Byers – Design & Promotion

www.emeraldcommunityhouse.org.au

Donna Asling – Advertising

CENTRE OF RESILIENCE

Kirsty Hall – Photographer

Contributing to community continuity

Christina Sutton – Admin Assistant

www.cor.org.au
Emerald Community House

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

EMERALD COMMUNITY HOUSE IS A MEMBER OF:

OTHER CONTRIBUTORS
Brenda Webb

Jose Garcia

Carina Hillman

Katie Woods

Caroline Spencer

Lana Bonnet

Duane Hamacher

Meaghan Free

Dorothy Williams

Monica Logan

Dan MacEoin

Non Blair

Federica Mastrangelo

Natalie Swedosh

Jessica Nichols

Vicki Thornton

Community Newspaper
Association of Victoria
www.cnav.org.au
3MDR – Mountain District Radio
www.3mdr.com
Asia Pacific Writers & Translators
www.apwriters.org

PRINTED AT EMERALD COMMUNITY HOUSE INC.

Using 100% Recycled Paper from Emerald Newsagency

356-358 Belgrave-Gembrook Rd, Emerald VIC 3782

CONTACT DETAILS

DISCLAIMER

SAY HELLO

The Emerald Messenger reserves the right to publish at our
discretion. Views and comments expressed in the Emerald
Messenger are not necessarily those of any member, staff or
the Committee of Management of the Emerald Community
House or Emerald Messenger unless acknowledged as such.
Products and services listed or advertised in the Emerald
Messenger should not be considered as endorsements. Every
effort is made to ensure accuracy of editorial content at the
time of publishing, but the Emerald Messenger takes no
responsibility for errors or omissions.

Tell us your thoughts and feedback on our publication.
Pass this edition on to a friend when you've finished.
(03) 5968 3881
info@emeraldmessenger.com.au
www.emeraldmessenger.com.au
facebook.com/emeraldmessenger
356-358 Belgrave-Gembrook Rd, Emerald VIC 3782

Full details: www.emeraldmessenger.com.au/disclaimer
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BELGRAVE HUB SHOWCASE
The Belgrave Community Hub Open Day was held on Sunday
April 14th to welcome the community to the building and to
show everyone the kinds of health and wellbeing services that
will be running from the Hub.
The Hub brings together vital, whole-of-life services to
Belgrave and surrounding suburbs where there is a high demand for allied health, dental and early childhood services
as well as social support and disability services. The building
which is located at 1616-1624 Burwood Hwy Belgrave, next to
the Cameo Cinemas has four multi-purpose rooms plus meeting rooms and consulting rooms on the upper level. There is
also a wonderful children’s playground and car parking behind
the building on the lower level.

Visitors to the Belgrave Community Hub Open Day on April 14th

Community Legal Services, Uniting Homeless Services,
Mountain Men, NDIS LAC, Belgrave Library, Mentis Assist and
Belgravia Leisure.

Owned by Yarra Ranges Council and managed by Inspiro
Community Health Services, the Hub is open Monday
to Friday from 8.45am to 4.45pm with services available
including:

The event attracted over 500 locals with many activities including food trucks, smoothie bikes, African drumming, sushi
making, health displays, workshops, building tours and fun
free activities for kids such as face painting.

Yarra Ranges Maternal and Child Health

For more information about the services available at the
Belgrave Community Hub, visit www.inspiro.org.au or call
Inspiro on 9738 8801.

Inspiro – counselling, dental, diabetes education, dietetics and
nutrition, physiotherapy, podiatry, social support, occupational therapy, and speech therapy.

MONICA LOGAN

Dandenong Ranges Emergency Relief Service – operating as
Mi Place – provide emergency relief services to those in need,
including crisis counselling, vouchers, payment of prescriptions, food, clothing vouchers, assistance with paying bills, advocacy, referrals and information.

Inspiro Community Health Services

As a collaboration the open day featured exhibitors like
Yarra Ranges Youth Services, EDVOS, Women's Health
East, Advanced Personnel Management, NEAMI, Eastern
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MAKE MUSIC IN THE HILLS
ON FRIDAY JUNE 21ST
What does making music mean to you? Is it important? Is
it worth celebrating? If you think it’s important then you
might be interested in the international ‘Make Music Day’
scheduled for Friday June 21st. Starting in 1982, this is now
a truly global event with over 120 countries and 1,000 cities taking part. Australia officially joined this international
celebration of music in 2018.

Musicians performing in the 2018 promotional video.

Last year the hills of Melbourne held the most comprehensive
range of music activities in the whole of Australia and whilst
bigger isn’t always necessarily better we do hope to put on a
good show and attract more people to join in the fun.

wider Dandenong Ranges in participating. Working together
with others gives us collective strength and helps with promotion of events.
International Make Music Day is about making music accessible. It’s about involvement and using our public spaces
and public forums as music-friendly and music-appreciative environments. It’s about connections. It’s about treating music as an integral part of life’s fabric that weaves its
special connecting thread amongst us.

Arts and music are important for human flourishing and
the hills of Melbourne are an environment rich with folk
who are partial to making music. The event scheduled in
our area is affectionately termed “Make Music in the Hills”
and like last year it will be held on June 21st. We are aiming
for a high level of community participation this year with
active musicians leading the way.

So standby for some plans being advertised as the day approaches. Also consider taking the initiative and putting on
a free music activity yourself! It could be a jam session, a
performance, a street parade, a busking performance or
even a workshop! Link in with other activities in your area
and become part of a wider network.

This is a non-commercial event where people all over
Australia are invited to register their planned music activities and to make them open to the general public at no
cost. Whilst there are some who may not like the concept
of free music this is by no means an exercise to exploit musicians, rather it is an opportunity to share the joy of music. This is a day where everyone is encouraged to participate in music making, to celebrate it, support it and show
appreciation. There is a special spirit of unity on this day
and we invite you to embrace it.

If you’re in the hills, link up with ‘Make Music in the Hills’ and
let’s advertise all the events together. If you are elsewhere,
then please register yourself with the umbrella organisation at www.makemusicday.org
JOSE GARCIA

In 2018, a wide variety of events were offered in the hills primarily centred around Emerald. This year we’d like to support the

Co-ordinator - Make Music in the Hills
www.makemusicinthehills.org.au

Liminality performing at the Emerald Performing Arts Centre

Photos: Phil Byers

Jose and friends performing at the Emerald Glades aged care centre
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WOMEN IN TRADES PICTURESQUE PAINTING
eventually I decided this wasn’t the place for me. I went
to lunch and immediately called Dani. I said “Hey, I’ve had
enough of this place. If I quit now can I come and work with
you and your dad until we have enough money to start our
own thing?” She said yes and we haven’t looked back.
Photo: Dani Lawrence and Lana Bonnet

Six years ago we started our business L&D Picturesque
Painting. We faced many challenges in the start-up process. Being women in a male dominated industry proved
to be extremely difficult. In our first year we had doors
slammed in our faces when the client realised it wasn’t a
man coming to quote on the work. We had clients asking
us if we were just coming to quote the work and would ‘our
husbands’ be coming to do the actual painting?

trusted by our clients. We now have a team of dedicated
staff and complete over 5 projects every week.
We pride ourselves on doing what we say we are going to
do, when we say we are going to do it.
We paint commercial and domestic projects across Victoria.
We have painted shops, churches, factories, homes both
internal and external, insurance repairs, driveways, new
homes, an aboriginal estate in lakes entrance, award winning sustainable homes and the largest co-working space
in the nation at the Waterman Business Centres.

We have had to work twice as hard and twice as fast to
prove ourselves against our male competitors. We have a
few male friends in our circle who have championed us, believing in us and helping us on our way. We strongly believe
that surrounding ourselves with positive leaders and role
models is leading us to success.

We have a strong passion to empower women in the industry and our vision is a future where women working in
trades is completely normal.

Small business is tough. Being a women in a male dominated industry makes it even tougher. What we’ve learnt is
that you’ve got to have the courage to push through and if
you want something, you’ve just got to go and get it. Don’t
let anyone ever tell you that you can’t.

I am an ambassador now for Savage Angel, which is a brand
that focuses on empowering young girls between the ages
of 11-17 to establish their values before being introduced to
the pressure of social media and school social life.

In our company we have a strong focus on operating and
living by our values: professional, punctual, precise and
proud. We operate with integrity and this is why we are

For info on L&D Picturesque Painting go to www.ldpp.com.au/
For info about Savage Angel go to www.facebook.com/
savageangelgirls/
LANA BONNET

L&D Picturesque Painting – Director

DANDENONG RANGES

Pilates

Back/neck pain
Sports injuries
Headaches
Overuse injuries

Orthotics

REACH MORE
CUSTOMERS

Remedial Massage

Sprains/strains
Falls & balance
Post-surgical rehab
Women’s health

ADVERTISE IN THE
EMERALD MESSENGER
ADVERTISING@EMERALDMESSENGER.COM.AU

www.drphysio.com.au
9751 0400
- Opposite
Mt Dandenong
Hotel
OLINDA
- 9751
0400 - Opposite
Mt Dandenong
Hotel www.drphysio.com.au

General Property / Site Clean ups
Driveways Graded & Retopped
Gravel and Mulch spread
Post Hole Digging
Retaining Walls
Excavation
Trenching

Bobcat & 1.7t Excavator
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Christian Studham

0431 151 787
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Light / Flag Pole Installation
Augering to 3m deep
Tight Access 1m wide
General Chainsawing
24hr Animal Burial
Shed Cuts
Drains
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Continued from page 1

FEDERAL ELECTION SATURDAY MAY 18TH
The Emerald Messenger invited all known candidates for the House of Representatives for La Trobe and Casey to identify
what they think is important to the voters. Collectively 12 candidates responded to our invitation with the hope of connecting with the voters in the area.
The candidates were asked the following specific questions and were allowed up to 50 words to identify the top three priorities of the local voters. Then they were asked to choose one of the three and describe how they would address the single
issue in 250 words. Some candidates were able to follow the guidelines while others strayed into another issue or were more
creative in following the format.
• What are the 3 issues that you think are the most important to your electorate?
• Please choose 1 and explain what you will do to address it. (

)

TONY SMITH [LIBERAL] – CASEY
Continue building a stronger economy so we can guarantee the essential services that
Australians rely on.
Ease the cost of living for families by providing tax relief so that 94 per cent of taxpayers will pay
no more than 30 cents in the dollar.
Building better roads.
Through my Local Roads Plan I am providing the funding to build better local roads to reduce congestion and help people get to and from work faster and more safely.
The Morrison Government is providing $110 million to contribute to the duplication of Wellington Road from Clematis to
Lysterfield Road.
This upgrade is vital not just to reduce the time residents spend in traffic, but to improve safety given the many accidents
and fatalities over the years. Wellington Road is also a key exit route when there is a need to evacuate because of a local fire.
In addition to our annual Roads to Recovery funding, a re-elected Morrison Government will provide $300 million over 10
years to Yarra Ranges Council and Cardinia Shire Council to seal 500 kilometres of local dirt roads. When new suburbs are
built, residents moving in have their roads sealed as a matter of course, but in the Dandenongs far too many residents
continue to live on dirt roads.
With this roads sealing programme, the days of pot holes, dust and mud will be over. This will mean better and safer roads
and an improved amenity for residents.
BILL BRINDLE [LABOR] – CASEY
Education - better schools funding and the biggest ever investment in early childhood
education.
Health - better funding for hospitals and Medicare.
Jobs - Restoring weekend penalty rates and supporting the tradie pay guarantee
Hospitals and schools are two areas that have been neglected over recent years in Casey. It’s just
not good enough.
Labor is committed to restoring the funding cut to our hospitals by the Liberals, properly funding the NDIS and increasing
the funding towards addressing mental health. In addition to this, Labor supports a Royal Commission into the abuse
and cover-ups in the aged care sector. A Shorten Labor Government will also deliver the biggest cancer care package in
Australian history, with a $2.3 billion investment to dramatically slash out-of-pocket costs for cancer patients.
• Labor’s Medicare Cancer Plan includes:
• Investing $600 million towards eliminating all out-of-pocket costs for diagnostic imaging, with up to six million free
cancer scans funded through Medicare.
• Investing $433 million to fund three million free consultations with oncologists and surgeons for cancer patients.
• Guarantee that every drug recommended by independent experts will be listed on the Pharmaceutical Benefits Scheme,
cutting out-of-pockets costs for cancer medications.
This will mean millions of free scans, millions of free consultations and cheaper medicines for cancer patients.
For Labor, it is about hospitals not banks.
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Voting Information – www.aec.gov.au or call 13 23 26
JENNY GAME-LOPATA [GREENS] – CASEY
Climate change
Jobs and training for the future
Home for all
As one of the sunniest countries on earth, the Greens know Australia can lead the world by rapidly
transitioning to renewable technology, protecting our planet from the threat of climate change and
creating the jobs of the future.
We are in a global race against time on climate change. We’re seeing its effects all around us: severe drought and more
bushfires endangering lives and property all over the seat of Casey. And we know that pollution caused by burning coal is
the single biggest contributor to dangerous global warming.
Our future is too important to leave up to the fossil fuel lobby and the major party politicians they’ve bought. The Greens have
a plan, based on the science, to rapidly transition our economy to renewable energy and end political donations from mining
companies. Without the big polluters holding us back, we can create the infrastructure and jobs needed to drive a cleaner,
modern economy.
Our plan for a renewable economy that tackles climate change is to:
1. Re-power our economy, by transitioning from coal, fracking and drilling for gas to clean and exportable renewable energy
2. Ensure ongoing access to free training to give workers the skills they need for a renewable future
3. Commit to a just transition for workers who are currently employed by fossil fuel industries
4. Create a public retailer that only sells renewable energy
5. Prioritise and properly fund clean, safe, affordable public and active transport
6. Kick start the electric vehicle revolution and reduce the cost of electric vehicles
7. End political donations from mining companies
TRAVIS BARKER [ANIMAL JUSTICE PARTY] – CASEY
Ban Live Exports
Protect Wildlife Habitats
Protect wildlife and drivers from accidents on our roads
Environmentally, land clearing destroys viable habitat for vulnerable and at-risk animal populations.
Clearing also increases soil salinity and is a primary cause of greenhouse gas emissions. Soil erosion
from land clearing detrimentally affects waterways and oceans.
The Animal Justice Party recognises land clearing not just as a biodiversity and climate change issue, but also as an animal rights and welfare issue.
We have deforested over 100 million hectares1 of Australia since white arrival. The major causes of this deforestation are
clear from the statistics on land use2. We crop around 30 million hectares while our towns and cities occupy only 3 million.
The major cause of deforestation historically and currently is animal agriculture; cattle and sheep. There are over 70 million
hectares of improved pasture. This is land that has been cleared and is fertilised and planted with feed and fodder crops.
In addition these animals graze 344 million hectares of native vegetation. All up, animal agriculture occupies over half of
the 770 million hectares of mainland Australia.
Key Objectives
1. An immediate cessation of all land clearing associated with animal agriculture.
2. To introduce habitat protection as a fundamental and consistent planning principle in all regions and sectors.
3. Amend state-based animal welfare legislation to include an enforceable duty of care towards animals on a landholder’s property during all land use changes.
4. Labelling on products containing palm oil so that consumers can avoid them.
1

https://soe.environment.gov.au/

2

http://www.agriculture.gov.au/abares/aclump/Documents/Land_use_in_Australia_at_a_glance_2006.pdf
7

Continued on page 8

EMERALD MESSENGER — MAY 2019
DEMOCRACY
Continued from page 7

ROSS McPHEE [LABOUR DLP] – CASEY
Cost of living pressures for families
Healthcare
Education
Income splitting – The Democratic Labour Party wants to make changes to the income tax system
that will allow couples to choose whether to be assessed as individuals for tax purposes or whether
to split their income between both and lessen their tax bill.
Split income allows parents with young children to have a choice in how they care for their young children – be it in-home,
extended family or out-of-home commercial childcare.
Parents with young children should be able to choose the care for their children that suits them best. They should not
be forced to have both parents in the paid workforce just in order to meet the cost of living. The tax system should allow
them to have a choice of the care that most meets their needs.
Labour DLP will push for the introduction of income splitting to allow the income of the parent in the paid workforce to be
split with the work-at-home parent for tax purposes. This would give the family more after-tax income and allow a real
choice as to whether or not, or to what extent, both parents will be in the paid workforce.
The Liberals and the ALP have done nothing to promote fairness in the tax system for all families with young children.
Successive federal governments have been tightening family assistance for families with only one income.
Only the Democratic Labour Party is committed to changing the way the tax system unfairly and inequitably penalises
families with young children.
PETER CHARLETON [INDEPENDENT] – CASEY
The 3 x most important issues for the Electorate of Casey
The people of Casey need a representative who will listen to the needs, views and concerns of
the entire community, be it a sporting club needing amenities, be it a lonely pensioner who is
struggling to pay a power bill or be it anybody else. Everyone is entitled to be heard and have
his or her federal parliamentarian listen, investigate and act.
The people of Casey need a representative who is free of party control. A federal
parliamentarian is restricted from being able to best serve the interests of Casey when that
representative is forced to follow a party position.
The people of Casey need a representative who will fight for funding for all necessary and/or
worthwhile projects year in year out... Election cycle cash splashes are merely putting projects
on hold for the first 2.5 years of every election cycle.
To fix the above listed important issues, l offer the people of Casey the opportunity of electing a truly Independent
Candidate to become the voice of the people in Canberra.
Should the people of Casey elect me on May 18th, it will be the people of Casey who inform me of their important issues,
my job will be to get those issues resolved.
JAYDEN O'CONNOR [THE GREAT AUSTRALIAN PARTY] – CASEY
Bring back Christian and community values through the Commonwealth Constitution
Full reform of the judiciary and the family court to bring them back into consistency with
chapter 3 of the Commonwealth Constitution
More income through the front door of the family home, local businesses and rural communities
Until the judiciary is completely reformed none of the above can be rectified for the people. The Great
Australian party leader senator in exile Rodney Culleton in 2016 did expose the inconsistencies within
the High Court with his maiden question to the senate to Attorney General George Brandis, that the Queen had been
removed from the high court rules in 2004, which was later confirmed by George Brandis to be true therefore exposing
the main crux of the issues within the system that hinders all the people in all electorates prosper and Advance for each
and everyone to the fullest. Giving people their voices back and true representation of their will is paramount to me and
the Great Australian Party.
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Voting Information – www.aec.gov.au or call 13 23 26
AMY GREGOROVICH [GREENS] – LA TROBE
Climate change and renewable energy
Education
Health
The Greens have released a major policy, Renew Australia, to tackle the issue of climate change affecting communities around the country. In the face of a rapidly changing climate, the Greens aim to reach
100% renewables by 2030 by moving away from coal towards a jobs-rich, renewable economy. Our
plan will rapidly transform the energy grid, support community members to transition to renewable energy, and develop hotspots for sustainable technology in places like the La Trobe Valley. A Solar For All Program will support residents to transition
to solar power, saving renters as much as $890 per year off their electricity bills, along with helping small business owners access renewable energy storage technology. Simultaneously, Renew Australia aims to drive the electric car revolution, reducing the current forms of transport that contribute 19% of Australia’s emissions. Our plan will also make sure that no worker is
left behind, with a $1 billion investment into a Clean Energy Transition Fund to help those move away from unsustainable industries into the new 182,000 jobs created from emerging fields and supply chains. With a growing population in the face of
climate change, the Greens will also prioritize and properly fund clean, safe, affordable public and active transport. We need
action on climate change, with the Greens being the only party with a strategic and comprehensive plan to move Australia
towards a sustainable future that works for all, whilst our current government continues to subside the fossil fuel industry.
JASON WOOD [LIBERAL] – LA TROBE
Tackling road congestion, with $110 million already in the Federal Government’s budget to
duplicate Wellington Road.
Fixing unsealed roads - $300 million has been secured for this project.
Other infrastructure, such as funding already provided for Gembrook and Emerald sports clubs.
Tourism and improvements to local infrastructure are integral to creating local jobs, and they make
the place we call home an even better place to live. However, to deliver these projects we need a
strong economy, and that is something our government has been focused on. I committed a record $30 million in Federal
funding for local tourism projects, such as:
• Major upgrade of the Gembrook playground and skate park;
• Cockatoo to Gembrook Dandenong Ranges trail;
• Drinking taps for the 1000 Steps.
Work starts this year on the Ridge Walk project, which I strongly backed; this will traverse the Dandenong Ranges and will
depict our local historical artists from Tom Roberts to Sir Arthur Streeton.
The Emerald Lake Park Discovery Centre will be a major tourist attraction in the Dandenong Ranges. Building a state
of the art Discovery Centre at Emerald Lake will display the rich history of Puffing Billy and The Hills in Victoria. There is
also $1 million for the full restoration of a Red Rattler train, which should be launched in May to bring out international,
interstate and local visitors from the CBD on the Belgrave line to visit the Hills.
I'm very proud to have secured $300 million for an unsealed roads package in the Dandenong Ranges and surrounding
suburbs. A big thanks to the local residents who have taken the time to contact me, especially CRAG21 action group for
all of the hard work they have done.
DUNCAN DEAN [UNITED AUSTRALIA PARTY] – LA TROBE
Climate Change (affecting Australia and the globe and is now the major issue to address).
Transport infrastructure (poor planning of road corridors has lead to obscene waste of time
travelling by road in and around Melbourne).
Cost of Living far too high for pensioners and low wage earners.
Climate Change – Global warming is a major issue in my election platform with climate change high
on my agenda for years now. The UAP has also placed nuclear energy on the table for discussion as
an environmentally cleaner and economical long-term form of industrial and domestic energy in Australia. Australia has
had a nuclear reactor for medical isotopes in Lucas Heights, Sydney for over 60 years. This will be a hot debate, but the
nuclear option must at least be researched again.

Continued on page 10
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While Australia's economy needs to continue exporting high grade black coal to Asian power plants, I am very aware of
the need to revert from coal as an energy resource and transfer our energy requirements in Australia, and globally, from
mined hydrocarbons to solely renewables. We must refuse further coal mine approvals in Australia in the hope that our
next Australian government will firm in favour of advancing lower and zero emissions projects.
The use of coal for providing energy is an issue which must be addressed on a global scale to educate and encourage reluctant nations to switch from coal and other non-renewable energy sources, to renewables. Nothing short of a national,
COAG endorsed, Australia wide renewables strategy will meet this urgent need for change. If I am privileged to be elected
to the House of Representatives in May 2019, I will push for Australia to become a leading example to the rest of the World
on how to move towards a renergy infrastructure as swiftly as economically viable.
ESTHER BAKER [ONE NATION] – LA TROBE
Security – Local Crime, Customs (stopping guns and drugs coming into Australia) and illegal
immigration.
Education – a growing population needs better schools, including TAFE and apprenticeships.
Taxes and spending – We need common sense. Major parties pledging billions and waste
taxpayer money without regard to effects on everyone.
Government has NO money because they get it from us - the taxpayer. I feel Canberra needs to be
answerable to us (their boss) on how they spend our money. One Nation, through the cross-bench, can oversee government spending, keep it in check, fight harder for you, judge each government choice based on its merits and in short, keep
Canberra honest. When a Federal MP pledges millions or billions of dollars to Victorians for various projects, what are the
guarantees that the funds will actually go where they are supposed to?
The major parties have proven they're great at throwing your money around like they’ve won the lotto. They need to be
reminded where that money came from, and to use it in a responsible way. In the past 30 years government has proven
that they deliver well below what they say they will do. Critical infrastructure, rising crime, education, reducing the cost
of living, tax benefits for all - we all need these things. The question is, can you trust a major party to do the right thing?
Canberra needs more common sense, to be held accountable and to put Australian's first. In doing this we can grow together and then we can better help others - especially those looking for a great nation like Australia to call home. I pledge to
use my tax and accounting experience to watch and act in the best interests of YOU – not Canberra’s re-election efforts.
SIMON CURTIS [LABOR] – LA TROBE
Funding for Healthcare and Education so that every Australian has the chance to access top
quality services regardless of their bank balance.
Cost of living pressures keep going up, but wages aren't keeping up.
Local infrastructure projects have been neglected by an Abbott-Turnbull-Morrison Government
who have forgotten about Victoria.
Only Labor will deliver the road and rail projects that have been neglected in our area. As a local
teacher and parent, who has lived in this area all of my life, I experience the same frustration as everyone else who lives
here. We don't want a career politician, who only pays attention just before an election; we want a local to get things
done. I will fight to ensure Victoria, particularly the Casey-Cardinia region, get our fair share of infrastructure money,
rather than the 8% that we are currently receiving from the Liberal Government.
I am committed to working in partnership with the Andrews State Labor Government as well as the Casey and Cardinia
Councils, to deliver the best infrastructure solutions for our region.
The Labor Party have already committed to:
Upgrades to intersections along Princes Highway to ensure the safe and smooth flow of traffic
Allowing the completion of the Level Crossing Removals, by funding more than $200 million to the full upgrade of
Racecourse Rd, which will culminate in 2 lanes all the way to Manks Rd in Koo Wee Rup.
Widening and intersection works on Wellington Rd.
Widening Thompsons Rd to create a genuine link to existing jobs precincts.
Delivering local roads sealing projects in the Dandenong Ranges.
Freeway ramps in Pakenham and Beaconsfield.
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HAVE YOUR SAY:
WORRELL RESERVE

times as they like as long as they don’t use the same computer or smart phone. Gathering feedback in this process
can be misleading when the numbers are crunched. It is important to understand the limitations or lack of them when
the results are tallied.
Closing date for feedback is 5pm, Sunday May 26th.

The Draft Worrell Reserve Master Plan is online and awaiting your review. It is important that people participate in
these processes and observe how the survey is constructed.
Is there a place for you to express your view? Are their points
that you want to address? Some people would be better off
writing to the council about their opinion of the master plan.
The Emerald Messenger would welcome your opinions about
the project which can be published later in the July edition.

There is a drop-in information session on Thursday May 16th
anytime between time 3.30pm and 6.30pm at Emerald
Library, 400A Belgrave-Gembrook Rd, Emerald.
Information about the plan is on the Cardinia Shire Council
website, as well as alternate methods to provide your feedback via email, post or in person.
www.cardinia.vic.gov.au/haveyoursay

The online survey allows anyone from anywhere to respond,
not only Cardinia residents. Regardless of where they live,
responders are allowed to complete the survey as many

MARY FARROW

View the layout in detail via the Cardinia Shire
Council website or visit Emerald Library on May 16th

Draft Worrell Reserve Master Plan - www.cardinia.vic.gov.au/downloads/download/1383/draft_worrell_reserve_master_plan
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GUITAR SPECTACULAR

FEATURING MATTHEW FAGAN & CHRIS FINNEN
7.30pm Friday May 10th
Gemco Players Community Theatre

The first ‘Guitar Spectacular’ for 2019 sees New York Blues
Hall of fame inductee Chris Finnen teams up with 10 string
guitarist Matthew Fagan aka ‘Lord of the Strings’ in a true
guitar spectacular - ‘Roots Music of the World’.

19 Kilvington Drive, Emerald
BOOKINGS
guitarspectacular.eventbrite.com or 0438 881 985

Chris and Matt will take you on a journey of African,
Celtic ancient tradition deep into the soul of delta blues
and roots music to the Spanish gypsy fire of Flamenco,
Gitano gypsy jazz and more.

PREBOOKED TICKETS
Single $25, Family $50, Child under 16 $10

These two greats of the guitar have shared the stage with
luminaries Buddy Guy, John Mayall, Bo Diddley, Keb Mo, Billy
Connolly, The Original Buena Vista Social Club and more.

MATTHEW FAGAN
With a 10 String Guitar and 6 String Nylon Classical Godin
Guitar, Matthew Fagan has long been established as one
of Australia’s finest exponents of the guitar.

In their new partnership Chris and Matt will perform on
National Resonator, Celtic Steel String, Weisenborn Hawaii
slide guitar, 10 string and Flamenco Spanish guitar, Fender
electric Stratocaster and more.

Matthew has toured with Billy Connolly, The Buena Vista
Social Club, Shirley Bassey, Natalie Cole and Michael
Crawford. Matthew’s virtuosic rendition of Bach’s famous
Toccata in D Minor featured on ABC TV.

A must see for lovers of all things guitar and roots music
from all deep traditions.

Matthew has performed in more than 120 countries worldwide as a soloist, with orchestra and bands including extensive touring across Europe, South America, Alaska, Canada,
China, Japan and South East Asia.

CHRIS FINNEN
One of South Australia's gem stones of musicianship,
Chris Finnen was born in Sussex England and migrated to
Australia in 1967. Chris’s musical curiosity has seen him embrace a tapestry of varied cultural influences, weaving the
sounds of India, Celtic traditions, and African nation's into
his music. This has resulted in a career rich in variety and
encompassing diverse opportunities from film scores, theatrical productions and musical therapy.

Matthew has studied and performed with masters John
Williams, Paco Pena, Leo Kottke, Martin Taylor and Joe
Pass. Matthew has placed as finalist in the USA Winfield
Bluegrass Finger Style International Guitar Competition,
the leading bluegrass/finger style competition in the world.
Festival appearances include the Port Fairy and National
and Cygnet Folk Festivals and he has performed for His
Holiness the Dalai Lama at The Parliament of World
Religions. Matthew was the music director/composer of
the Voyages World Music Concert from 2004-2010 held
each year on Australia Day at Federation Square with audiences of over 20,000 people.

Chris performed for the Dalai Lama in 2005, was a guest
of the International Expo in Nagoya Japan and has shared
the stage with some of the world's best including Buddy
Guy, Bo Didley, Jimmy Witherspoon, Roy Buchanan, Eric
Burdon, Keb Mo, Bob Brozman, Johnny Copeland, The
Homes Brothers, John Mayall, and Mavis Staples. He has
worked in Australia with Matt Taylor, Phil Manning, Dutch
Tilders, Margaret Roadnight, Jeff Lang, Kevin Borich and
Colin Offord. The list goes on…

“Matthew is the best guest artist I have toured with”. - Billy
Connolly.
‘Matthew has a Latin Soul and we love his playing so much
that we want to take him back home to Cuba’ - Ibrahim
Ferrer The Original Buena Vista Social Club.

Little wonder that Chris was inducted into the South
Australian Music Hall of Fame in 1995.
Other awards include guitar, vocal, song writing, production and best ‘Blues/World' Album.

www.matthew-fagan.com

In 2013, Chris was nominated for a pride of Australia Medal
for his work in community and mentoring. In 2013 Chris
was inducted into the New York Blues Hall of Fame and
in 2014 he was inducted into the Adelaide Music Collective
Hall of Fame.
"Chris Finnen is one of Australia's most innovative guitarist. He took us down to the crossroads and off into space,
from Delta Blues to Chicago, from Adelaide to Northern
Australia via India and Africa." - Adelaide Fringe Review
from The Australian February 2013.
www.candomusos.com/profile-chris-finnen.php
Musicians Matthew Fagan [left] and Chris Finnen [right]
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CHOOSING THE FUTURE
THE UNWRAPPED PANTRY - BELGRAVE SOUTH
Making changes to the way we shop can be challenging and
time consuming but for those with an investment in the future
it is a serious matter for consideration.
Recently I visited the Unwrapped Pantry in Belgrave South
wheretofore to purchase some laundry detergent sans packaging. I have always been an environmentalist, primarily by
way of not buying much of anything. Apart from laundry detergent, dishwashing liquid, soap and shampoo I buy very little in the way of cleaning products or chemicals of any kind
and have done for 30 years or more. Ordinarily I buy a natural
soap in a cardboard box from the supermarket and recently
I’ve started buying dishwashing liquid in a biodegradable container but shampoo and laundry detergent have been on my
list of things to rethink for a while now.
Laziness is my biggest obstacle when it comes to taking action to reduce my impact on the environment. Like many of
us who were raised in the era of the one-stop-shop I just want
to get what I need easily. The big supermarket chains and the
manufacturers don’t seem to be able to take the initiative
where plastic packaging is concerned and both sides of government seemingly lack the grit required to pass the laws that
will protect our future. This leaves the responsibility squarely
on our shoulders as consumers.

Yvonne Paice at the Unwrapped Pantry in Belgrave South

wax food wraps are turned into pretty little fire starters and
left over veg into deliciously wholesome vegetable stock.
Shops like the Unwrapped Pantry are referred to as bulk food
stores but this is a misnomer. It is in fact Yvonne who buys in
bulk, not her customers. Buying in bulk and offering her wares
without packaging reduces unnecessary waste and allows the
customer to buy the exact quantity they desire. My purchase
of laundry liquid in a large glass pasta sauce bottle totalled
$7. Of course if you wish to buy a bulk amount I’m very sure
Yvonne will happily help you out.

The choice is ours in the end, not just who we vote for but
what we stand for and what actions we’re prepared to take.
Yvonne Paice, owner of the Unwrapped Pantry in Belgrave
South, really believes in taking action. She’s been environmentally minded since she can remember, a mission she’s now
fulfilling by offering the people of the Dandenong Ranges an
opportunity to shop packaging and guilt free.

Our everyday activities are what make our world what it is. A
friend’s father, a medical professional, says “it is not what we
do ten percent of the time but what we do ninety percent of
the time that matters”. He was talking about caring for our
health but I think the same principle is equally applicable to
the environment. So, if you’re wanting to contribute to the future then take a step in the right direction and go down to see
Yvonne at the Unwrapped Pantry in Belgrave South. You will
be amazed by the range of products she has on offer in her
little shop.

The Unwrapped Pantry offers the chance to buy rice, lentils,
beans, pasta, nuts, grains, flour, sugars, dried fruit, spices,
seeds, lollies, choc chips, eggs, toothbrushes, tofu, oils, kombucha, various teas, coffee, vegetable stock, laundry detergent
and shampoo all without the unnecessary packaging. All you
have to do is bring your own containers.
Yvonne stocks some vegetables too and is constantly thinking
up ways to reuse items and reduce waste. Off cut fabric from

Supporting local businesses gives us choice. It empowers us,
making us see that we can make a difference. Yvonne is determined to do all she can to live with integrity and she hopes
that the future will be one of thoughtful intent. My trip to obtain laundry detergent ended up being so much more than a
boring utilitarian experience. Not only was it an opportunity
to connect with someone whose passion for the environment
is her work, it became a positive contribution that I can make
towards further reducing my plastic consumption.
Thank you Yvonne for providing us with an alternative way
to shop.
MEREDITH COLE
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STRIKING UP A CHAT
AT FUNFEST

I met ‘Mys Tori’ wandering down the street at Funfest. Tori
was resplendent in her colourful clown-wear. I was curious
to have a chat and find out a bit more about her.
She told me she is a performing artist and vocalist/songwriter trained in the fine art of clowning. Tori is the first professional lady clown that I have ever spoken with however
there have been some noteable past chats with a few amateur clown friends that I have the good fortune to know.
I wanted to hear Tori's thoughts about the contributions a
clown could make to the community.
"Clowning helps the grownups remember how to play and is
an opportunity to bring up important issues with a degree
of levity," she said. She also added that the issues she liked to
highlight with her clown work involved the plight of indigenous
people, ancestry and the land. She told me she was in fact
performing the following night in the PAVE show ‘Clown Rules’.
We talked a bit about the history of clowns and the role
that the Court Jester played as truth teller and historian.
Apparently jesters would often be the ones to break bad
news to the king when others wouldn’t dare. In all likelihood the jester got away with much more than most folk
because he could make the king laugh.
I asked Tori what she personally got from being a clown.
She said that it had helped her to heal past trauma and
provided her with a release for expressing poignant feelings 'Mys Tori' at FunFest in Emerald on April 7th
and vulnerability.
Chatting about clowns and their role in the community got
me thinking about my favourite childhood clowns from TV and
how they had shaped my thinking. The one who really stands
out is Alan Alda who played clownish Dr Hawkeye Pierce in
M*A*S*H. He really impacted my young mind by repeatedly
highlighting the futility of war with a dark intensity that was
richly peppered with playful antics and hilarious observations.
Tori agreed that clowning could be layered and provocative with
a powerful message as well as just simple childish fun. I wished
her well for her upcoming performance and she was on her way.
I had the opportunity to chat with many interesting people at Emerald FunFest and was delighted by the colourful,
enthusiastic and friendly humans that I met. It was a very
splendid way to spend a beautiful sunny autumn day.
NATALIE SWEDOSH

www.strikeupachat.com

CREATIVE SUBMISSIONS ENCOURAGED
FOR POETS & WRITERS IN THE HILLS TO
HAVE THEIR WORK PUBLISHED
STORIES@EMERALDMESSENGER.COM.AU
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Education Seminars

SOCIALLY CONNECTED COMMUNITIES
SURVIVE AND THRIVE
HOW ONE COMMUNITY LOOKS AFTER ITSELF

Emergencies happen anytime – and very often in unpredictable circumstances. People living in bushfire prone areas can opt to belong to a Community Fireguard Group for
bushfire emergencies. A Community Fireguard, overseen by
CFA, consists of a self-motivated neighbourly group of local
residents living in a high-risk bush or grass fire area. Such
groups plan for a range of scenarios, make informed decisions when needed, maintain fire smart houses and gardens, and work together to reduce bushfire risk.

had tipped his Massey Ferguson lawnmower and pinned
himself under the machine in hot weather for hours. By the
time neighbours arrived home to help, police, paramedics and the SES were all on site providing life-saving help
to release the man from his dangerous predicament. (See
Pakenham Gazette January 9th, 2019 for full story).

The Guys Hill Fireguard, established after the 1983 Ash
Wednesday fires, initially provided recovery and social support for fire-affected residents. Later, the group morphed
into a Fireguard to connect neighbours and provide support
during fire seasons and it continues to provide support to
residents with fire related information. However, because
emergencies can happen anytime, in 2013 the group decided
:RUNLQJWRJHWKHUWRZDUGVKHDOWKLHUPLQGV
to remain
active all year and renamed the Guys Hill Fireguard
to the Guys Hill CommGuard – short for Community Guard.
Now, the group looks out for each other all year.

The Guys Hill CommGuard meets informally 2-3 times a year
at a resident’s home. Once at the start of ‘summer season’,
to catch-up, update contact details, meet new neighbours,
discuss current issues and share a meal and again at the
end of the ‘summer season’ which is also a time when we
remember Ash Wednesday. Those who wish to brave the
cold winter nights can meet during mid-winter at a local restaurant to share a meal. These events keep us socially connected and should an unexpected event occur we are better
prepared to survive and thrive. Indeed, as noted recently in
'The Conversation', when "recovering from disasters social
networks matter more than bottled water and batteries!"

Education Seminars

Of recent times, community safety became the most pressing issue, with a number of suspicious activities that unnerved residents. Being socially connected meant all families in the Guys Hill CommGuard were aware and on the
lookout with police mindful of problems and ready to act if
needed. Concerns about the high level of damage from deer,
www.theconversation.com/recovering-from-disasters-sotriggered action to engage an accredited and licenced deer
cial-networks-matter-more-than-bottled-water-and-bathunter to help control numbers. Deer numbers continue to
teries-69611
grow exponentially. A newly created Upper Beaconsfield
group, the Cardinia Deer Management Coalition, operat- Our CommGuard aims to keep connected with other
We offer comprehensive psychological assessment and treatm
ing across the Cardinia hills takes a landscape approach to Fireguard Groups in and around Upper Beaconsfield to crereducing the problem and preserving our precious biodiver- ate a bigger network of motivated and interested people
who want to
the resilience
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sity. For more information www.cardiniadeer.com
For further information please contact Caroline Spencer
Most recently, a 13 year-old school boy in the Guys Hill
who leads the Guys Hill CommGuard on 0407 216 825.
CommGuard heard calls for help on his way home from
Group Sessions and Education Seminars also availabl
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EMERALD LIBRARY EVENTS IN MAY
Digital Drop In
Every Tuesday 2.30-3.30pm
Struggling with information technology? Need some assistance with your phone or device? Come along and get some
IT help from staff at Emerald Library Digital Drop-in session.
Emerald Community Handcrafting Skill Swap
1st Saturday Each Month 11.00am-12.30pm
Love embroidery, basketry or other handcrafts? Would you like
to learn? Perhaps you would like some inspiration and ideas?
If so, then please come along and enjoy our friendly group.
All ages welcome! Light refreshments provided. Everyone welcome although please note that the minimum age for activity
participation is 7 years.

Discover Free Ebooks And E-Audiobooks

Free Comic Book Day

Friday May 17th 1.45-3.15pm

Saturday May 4th Workshop 1.00-2.00pm

FREE - bookings essential

FREE - bookings essential

Come along and learn how you can access the Library’s eBooks and eAudiobooks using the Bolinda BorrowBox app. In
this hands on session you will be shown how to access, search,
download, read and listen to titles from the libraries growing
electronic collection all from your mobile device anywhere,
anytime. Please bring your own smartphone, tablet or iPad.

Free comic books all day.
Celebrate all things comic at the library this May 4th.
Join us for a comic drawing workshop, meet some of your
favourite comic book characters and pick up a FREE comic
book*. Proudly supported by Secret Headquarters- Comic
Emporium Beaconsfield.

SES Information Session
Saturday May 25th 10.45am-12.15pm

*While supplies last 8+ years old

FREE - bookings essential

Discover Warratina Lavender Farm

J oin volunteers from Emerald SES (State Emergency Service) to
discover what the SES does and learn about home emergency
plans for natural disasters. The SES vehicle will be on display.

Tuesday May 14th 6.45-7.45pm
FREE - bookings essential
Warratina Lavender Farm is set in the Yarra Valley at the
foothills of Mt Dandenong. The Lavender Farm began in 1991
when Annemarie decided to grow a little plot of lavender. The
farm now has over 10,000 lavender plants. Join Annemarie to
discover how the farm began and learn about the different
uses of lavender and its therapeutic properties.

Family Fun Nights At Emerald Library
Wednesdays During School Term 6.00-7.30pm
All ages. Bookings not required.
Looking to get out of the house and away from the lure of all
those screens? Come along to Emerald Library and join in for
games, Lego and crafts for the whole family.

Heather Ellis - Timeless On The Silk Road: An Odyssey From
London To Hanoi

JESSICA NICHOLS

Emerald Library Team Leader

Saturday May 11th 11.00am-12.00pm
FREE - bookings essential

abracadabra

Healesville author Heather Ellis presents a free author talk
and slideshow of stunning images from her solo motorcycle
journey along the fabled Silk Roads of Central Asia.

All Cleaning Services

Heather takes the reader on an evocative journey of both
hardship and immense beauty and brings to life every character she meets along the way. Faced with her own mortality
after being diagnosed with HIV in London at a time before
effective medications, at a time when death from AIDS was
inevitable, Timeless on the Silk Road is essentially the story
of one woman’s last adventure: her last search for meaning.
www.heather-ellis.com

You stress less while we clean your mess!

Regular cleans • Bond Cleans
After party cleans

Call Vicky 0435 644 395
MORE ARTICLES CONTINUE ON PAGE 25
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Program Guide
Term 2

All Welcome
please come in
& say hello

ECH PROGRAM

(April 23rd - June 28th 2019)

Semester 1

Office open
Monday - Friday
9am - 4pm
(During School Terms)

Short course programs, children’s
programs, local events, venue hire,
activities & community projects

Supporting Local Community
Enterprise Zone:
Strengthening new opportunities
for local business development,
training pathways, volunteering
and pathways to employment

Our Vision is to be a place where connections are made and opportunities are realised.
Our Mission is to consistently meet the needs of the community by providing
quality community development activities, programs and services.

Emerald Community House Inc.

356 - 358 Belgrave-Gembrook Rd, Emerald VIC 3782
Telephone: 03 5968 3881 Email: emhouse@iinet.net.au
www.emeraldcommunityhouse.org.au
‘Find us’ on Facebook - www.facebook.com/emeraldcommunityhouse
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Membership, Course Enrolment Details & Conditions
Membership Fees
$10 for individuals and $15 for families applies to all users accessing any of the services/programs at
Emerald Community House (ECH). The membership fee is an annual fee from January to December and
goes towards House facilities and maintenance, community grant support, insurance, free community wifi
and other house expenses. Further details www.emeraldcommunityhouse.org.au

ECH PROGRAM

Course Enrolment
Enrolment/membership forms are available at the office or online www.emeraldcommunityhouse.org.au.
Course cancellations may occur if minimum class numbers aren’t achieved. Terms/Conditions are also
online. NOTE: Course times and activity details are correct as at time of printing, but may be subject to
change at the discretion of management.

Dig In Community Cafe
The Dig In Community Café is an ECH initiative to promote community
volunteering, job skills and connections. ECH practises community dining
as an exercise in preparedness and community engagement. Run by
community volunteers under the House Manager, The Dig In Community
Café provides a range of volunteer opportunities including menu planning,
food preparation, cooking, venue setting, set-up, pack up and dishwashing.
Donations are kindly accepted to keep the café going.
Volunteers and diners all enjoy a fun night and it’s a great outlet to make
new friends and eat together around the community table. This takes place
on the last Friday of every month, unless otherwise posted. Other
community groups are encouraged to get involved and run a Dig In
Community dining event of their own.
Volunteers and food donations always welcome!
Thank you to all of our Dig In Community Café regular sponsors (Emerald Woolworths,
Emerald Bakery & Cockatoo Bakery) and our wonderful team of volunteers!
Dates: Friday April 26th, May 31st, June 28th
Venue: ECH Hall
Time:
6-8pm

The Dig in Community Café is one of a collection of programs recognised by Monash/EMV Resilience
Compendium in Victoria and EMV’s Community Resilience Framework
Dandenong Ranges Repair Café
Come along to the next session on Sunday May 19th from 12pm-2pm and meet others interested in
promoting sustainability projects.
Find out more about the International Repair Café movement at www.repaircafe.org
Bring any broken items to be repaired by volunteers, including small household appliances,
clothes, bikes, jewellery, bags and small pieces of furniture. Items need to be easily handled
and transported by you. Further details for the session will be promoted online.
Supported by volunteers, Emerald Community House and the Upwey Township Group Tool Library, this
project is looking for more people with practical skills to help at sessions throughout townships in the hills.
Enquire via the website below to get involved and support the reduction of waste, learn new skills and
meet wonderful people sharing their knowledge and encouraging others to repair rather than replace.
www.dandenongrangesrepaircafe.community

facebook.com/dandenongrangesrepaircafe

Page 2
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Health & Wellbeing
QiGong for Health & Healing
Course Code QG

With Maxine Gardner

QIGONG, (chi gong), from which Tai Chi originated, uses the same principles of combining breath-work,
movement and stillness to improve the quality of life on all levels. The purpose of these ancient exercises
is to seek stillness (relaxation) in movement (chaos). Bringing these aspects into balance will help to
provide participants with practical tools for coping with the daily stresses of everyday life. QiGong can
improve flexibility, balance, and coordination. It can be beneficial for arthritis, recovering from surgery or
illness. Or it can simply help those who wish to enjoy the practice of a beautiful and gentle way of being,
contributing to their health at the same time. Please bring water & a blanket.

ECH PROGRAM

Dates:
Time & Venue:
Course Fee:

Thursday May 2 - 27 June (9 weeks)
7pm - 8:30pm, ECH Hall
$148.50 (inc GST) Casual class fee $22 (inc GST)

Wellbeing Program
Course Code WP

With Karen Jinnette & Dianne Edwards

This free, popular and innovative wellbeing program provides a diverse and fun environment for people to
engage in various physical and intellectual activities that can improve quality of health and wellbeing. The
program takes place in an environment that includes carers to develop friendships, receive support from
the group and develops a network with a variety of people and age groups.
We offer a range of structured fun activities to improve general wellbeing directed at people over 50.
There is a focus on providing people with an opportunity to get together for social gatherings, informal
discussions as well as providing valuable information. Carers who support loved ones, must attend
together and are welcome.Our program is coordinated by volunteers & currently funded by ECH.
Dates:
Time & Venue:

Tuesday April 23 - June 25 (10 weeks)
9:30am - 11:30am, Emerald RSL
FREE

Workplace Skills
Developing your Skills for the Workplace
Course Code DYSW

With Sharyn Thomas

Ideal for those with special needs, participants will learn a variety of natural and environmental crafts that
interest them such as making soaps, recycled paper and cards and how to present them for sale.
Students will run their own market stall at the Emerald Market to sell their creative works and gain
confidence within a community environment. The money raised goes back into the group and community
by funding for activities for special needs groups. We have two groups running.
Dates:
Time & Venue:
Course Fee:

Tuesday April 23 - June 25 (10 weeks)
10am - 12pm, ECH Hall Kitchen
$80 (including materials and amenities fees)

Garden & Environment
Heritage Fruit Trees “ The Basics”
Course Code HF

With Peter Allen

This class covers the basics about the species, variety selection, grafting and rootstock selection for
your conditions. Grafting techniques for new trees will be explored as well as grafting on to your existing
trees. Opportunity to tour 1000+ varieties onsite. Free book provided.
Date:
Sunday April 21 (1 session)
Time & Venue: 10am - 4pm, Telopea Mountain Permaculture, 134 Invermay Road, Monbulk
Course Fee:
$104.50 (inc GST)
Page 3
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Garden & Environment
Growing Avocado Trees In Melbourne & Victoria

Course Code GAT

With Peter Allen

NEW in 2019

We have grown avo trees in Olinda /Monbulk since the 90’s. Why do so many get it wrong when we can
grow 14 varieties here. Learn the few simple tricks to healthy fruiting avocadoes. Most internet published
info is for Nth NSW or Qld, so we will reinterpret it for Victoria, plus look at real situation and how to
succeed this time. Please bring lunch to share.
Date:
Sunday April 28 (1 session)
Time & Venue: 10am - 4pm, Telopea Mountain Permaculture, 134 Invermay Road, Monbulk
Course Fee:
$104.50 (inc GST)

ECH PROGRAM

Prepare For The Bare Root Fruit Season In June
Course Code PBR

With Peter Allen

Prepare soil design and implement swales. This class is about how to get your trees off to a great start
and reduce needs for watering long term. Please bring lunch to share.
Date:
Sunday May 26 (1 session)
Time & Venue: 10am - 4pm, Telopea Mountain Permaculture, 134 Invermay Road, Monbulk
Course Fee:
$104.50 (inc GST)

Design Your Own Orchard or Backyard
Course Code DOB

With Peter Allen

Design from a backyard to an orchard & decide what trees go where and why: to help with best growth for
that species of fruit. Design how you would fill your own netted enclosure. Please bring lunch to share.
Date:
Monday June 10 (1 session)
Time & Venue: 10am - 4pm, Telopea Mountain Permaculture, 134 Invermay Road, Monbulk
Course Fee:
$104.50 (inc GST)

Design Your Own Food Forest or Edible Food Forest

Course Code DFF

NEW in 2019

With Peter Allen

Learn the difference here between these; use tools to build guilds within the food forest to help each tree
with effects of wind, sun, pollination and reduce detrimental effects as well as fungal issues. While this
class fits well with the design a backyard, it can be done alone. Please bring lunch to share.
Date:
Sunday June 23 (1 session)
Time & Venue: 10am - 4pm, Telopea Mountain Permaculture, 134 Invermay Road, Monbulk
Course Fee:
$104.50 (inc GST)
Winter Markets run 9am-1pm Variety of Stalls
Sun May 19th
Sun June 16th
Sun July 21st
Sun Aug 18th

Clothing & Jewellery
Community Groups
Drinks / Food
Fresh Produce
Gifts & Handcrafts

Funds raised from market stall fees support the
Emerald Community House not-for profit to
continue running events, programs & community
development projects
Page 4
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Literacy & Numeracy
Literacy for Adults with a Disability
Course Code ALFA

With Dianne Edwards

This course is geared for those who will benefit from basic numeracy and literacy skills in a small friendly
group environment. Using fun and interactive methods, students will also increase their confidence and
abilities to work in a group.

ECH PROGRAM

Dates:
Time & Venue:
Course Fee:

Monday April 29 - June 24 (8 weeks) No class June 10
9:30am - 11:30am, ECH Hall
$80

Everyday Literacy through Cooking
Course Code ALTC

With Sharyn Thomas

Participants will learn literacy, numeracy and food handling skills through practical cooking demonstrations
and preparing their own recipes, incorporating the 5 food groups. Ideal for those with special needs,
participants will learn the fundamentals of food safety and handling including use and sanitising of
equipment, preparation and storage of ingredients and storage of food types including dairy, dry goods,
fruit and vegetables, meat, seafood and poultry.
Hygiene procedures, identifying and preventing high risks and handling of waste items will be covered to
provide safe practices and increase work place skills. Participants will also make up their own recipe
book, using their literacy and numeracy skills while they learn how to prepare and cook a meal to take
home and share.
Dates:
Time & Venue:

Monday April 29 - June 24 (8 weeks) No class June 10
12:30pm - 2:30pm, ECH Hall & Kitchen

Dates:
Time & Venue:
Course Fee:

Tuesday April 23 - June 25 (10 weeks)
1pm - 3pm, ECH Hall & Kitchen
$80 each term, including materials & amenities fees

Travel & Tourism
Introduction to Working in the Wine Industry
Course Code IWW
With Janette Connell
Interested in the wine making, varietals and what grows in our area? With the Yarra Valley right next
door, you can look into working close to home with a commute through one of the most beautiful areas in
Victoria. Why not combine with Intro to Travel and Tourism? An ideal starter course if you are seeking
employment in a wine tasting venue, hospitality industry or pursue a career or further study in viticulture.

Introduction to Travel and Tourism
Course Code ITT
With Janette Connell
Ever thought of combining your love of travel into a career? What is involved? Can you work from home? What
are the options?
Explore the tourism industry and identify what skills are required whether you want to pursue a career or
manage boutique travel interests like tours, group travel or develop a local tourism business of your own.
Enquiry:

Email emhouse@iinet.net.au for the start dates for both courses

Page 5
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Arts & Culture
Developing your Writing Skills

Course Code DYWS

With Maria Millers

Would you like to develop your writing skills further, become an author, a literary critic or write moving
editorials? In this course, while exploring different literary works and sharing your creative writing, you will
be introduced to a range of creative writing techniques that will help to develop your own personal writing
skills. This is a supportive atmosphere headed by a skilled teacher with some students already published
or going on to be successful authors. You can too, starting with this course.

ECH PROGRAM

Dates:
Time & Venue:
Course Fee:

Friday May 10 - June 28 (8 weeks)
12:30pm - 3pm, ECH Meeting Room
$50 (including material & amenities fees)

Harps For Happiness

Course Code HH
With Jane Belfrage
No musical experience required, ten harps supplied.
Relaxing, creative, playful & safe.
Dates:
Time & Venue:
Course Fee:

Friday May 3 - May 31 ( 5 weeks)
11am - 12.30pm ECH Hall
$200

Sustainability
Introduction to Sustainable Design Practices
Course Code ISDP
With Adam Byron-Thomsen
Three main areas behind sustainable design will be investigated and their intersections explored: the
environmental, economic and social. Designing for a sustainable future incorporates many possibilities,
from large scale built environments and developments, to retrofitting of current structures; garden design,
food growing and distribution; development and participation in community groups; local small scale
economies & trade; individual energy sufficiency to promotion of broader buy in to green power networks;
there is an exciting range of entry and exit points! Explore, envision and design for a sustainable future!
Dates:
Email emhouse@iinet.net.au for the start date
Time & Venue: 7 - 9pm, ECH Meeting Room
Course Fee:
$80

Information Technology
Computers (Day Sessions)

Course Code CD

With Donna Asling

Learn all about the ins and outs of your computer in a supportive environment. Work at your own pace,
guided by the tutor to help you learn what you need to know and are interested in such as simple
documents, email and communicating through the internet. As your confidence grows learn about
spreadsheets, inserting pictures or creating data bases. Participants can choose from Microsoft Windows
operating system and Microsoft Office Suite (including Word, PowerPoint, Excel) and more.
Dates:
Time & Venue:
Course Fee:

Wednesday May 1 - June 19 (8 weeks)
12:30pm - 3pm, ECH Hall
$70 (including material & amenities fees)

Page 6
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Workplace Skills
Hospitality Work Ready Training * (Course Code HT)
The Hospitality Work Ready Training is an accredited Work Skills program conducted over
one day. It is aimed at providing participants the skills to be Work Ready to gain employment
in the hospitality industry. Learn the fundamental skills to build your knowledge of the industry. Experience
an insight into the professional operation of a commercial kitchen. Develop skills required to work in the
ever expanding hospitality sector.

ECH PROGRAM

Skills covered in practical training & upon completion of workbook participants will achieve;
SITXFSA001 Use hygienic practices for food safety
SITHFAB002 Responsible service of alcohol

Date:
Saturday May 11 (1 session)
Time & Venue:
9am - 4pm, ECH Hall
Administration Fee: $75

* Please note: Individuals cannot be enrolled if they are currently studying as secondary students due to extra conditions for
eligibility of participants for the Hospitality Training course. Please discuss any queries with the ECH Coordinator to confirm.

Provide CPR (Course Code HLTAID001)
Covering both the knowledge requirements and practical skills required to perform CPR on an
infant / adult, the use of an AED, and the requirements for providing an incident/injury report.
Date:
Time & Venue:
Course Fee:

Saturday May 25 (1 session)
9.30am - 11.30am, ECH Hall
$70 per person (All prices include ECH admin fees)

Provide First Aid - Includes CPR (Course Code HLTAID003 - Blended Delivery)
The ability to deliver first aid can often mean the difference between life and death. Practical
competencies in class, includes theory and assessments to be completed at home first.
Date:
Time & Venue:
Course Fee:

Saturday May 25 (1 session)
9.30am - 1.30pm, ECH Hall
$140 per person (All prices include ECH admin fees)

Opportunities to Become a Tutor
Is there a course that you would like to run and have skills or experience in a particular subject?
We are always looking for local people who have a skill or experience which could translate into an adult
education course, workshop or community enterprise. See details on our website for course ideas.
Volunteers needed at ECH for Tuesday class; Developing your Skills for the Workplace
Enquiries:

emhouse@iinet.net.au or 5968 3881

Photos from FunFest 2019 - www.funfest.org.au

Page 7
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Children’s Programs
Occasional Childcare

Emerald Community House is a registered licensed childcare provider operating an affordable community
based program. Occasional childcare is available on Monday, Tuesday (3 yr old +), Wednesday & Friday.
Sessions for 12mths - 5 year olds (Monday, Wednesday, Friday)
9:30am - 2:30pm
$40 per child

ECH PROGRAM
‘Kidzplay’ - 3 year old & over (Tuesdays)
9:30am - 2:30pm
$45 per child

Includes Spanish session run by Pilar Nesvara from ‘Global Kids’ which strengthens children’s
reading, writing and mathematic development and through diverse cultural experiences. Inspires
imagination, compassion, empathy and builds a sense of belonging.
NEW Casual rate:
$10 per hour, per child (minimum 2hrs)

Our play & learning program offers lots of
fun, love and social activities. Special
experiences are provided each day, taking
into account the children’s natural interests,
and designed to promote their social,
physical,
intellectual,
language
and
emotional development.

‘Bean Sprouts’ Playgroup

Facilitator: Adam Byron-Thomsen
Our facilitated playgroup is turning green with a focus on sustainable practices and naturally fun activities.
Sourcing recycled materials, feeding the worm farm, recycled paper mache fun, planting and playing in
edible garden spaces and making craft from natural materials teaches kids about our environment from
the start. This playgroup is the perfect introduction to our suite of childcare programs. Small children
practice the fine art of getting along with others & trying new ways to play.
A regular playgroup can be great for mums, dads, grandparents and caregivers too, especially if they are
new to the community and want to meet other parents with children.
Call to secure a place and join in having fun with your little ones as they explore the world.
Dates:
Time & Venue:
Term Fee:

Thursday April 25 - June 27 (10 weeks)
9:30am - 11:30am, ECH Child Care
$65

Out-of-School Hours (OOSH) care
Emerald Community House is a registered licensed childcare provider operating an OOSH program for
each weekday and supervises travel between Emerald Primary School to ECH. The program is selffunded by ECH as a community enterprise.
A substantial and nutritious breakfast and afternoon tea is provided within the cost of the program. Fun
activities include arts & crafts, books, board games, outdoor activities, games and lots more. Laptop
computers and internet access are also available to use for homework .

Morning - 6:30am - 9am
Afternoon - 3:30pm - 6:30pm

$18 per child
$20 per child

Page 8
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THE NATURE OF NIGHT

During her packed-out talk, she discussed cultural stories
of the stars from Canadian First Nations and other cultural
communities around the world. She followed her talk with a
book signing. MBO purchased her entire Dot-to-Dot series for
Young Observers and each book was signed and dedicated
to MBO! MBO and Emerald Secondary College also featured
several displays on science, physics and astronomy and Neil
Creek displayed his amazing astrophotography for all to see.

On Thursday April 18th Mount Burnett Observatory (MBO)
sponsored a talk at Emerald Secondary College by awardwinning children’s author Joan Galat. Joan is a Canadian author based in Edmonton, Alberta. She writes the Dot-To-Dot
in the Sky series as well as more than a dozen other titles.
Her books bring the world of astronomy, science and dark sky
studies to children and young adults across the globe. She
was joined by her husband, Grant Wiens who is a voice actor
and narrated her videos.

We thank Joan and Grant and hope to see them again in the
future! We also thank the staff at Emerald Secondary College
and MBO who worked tirelessly to make this event a success
and most importantly, all of you who attended!
DUANE HAMACHER

Photos: Duane Hamacher

Join us! Volunteer in
HeHo’s Recovery
Contact Sue and ask how you can help
create a future for Victoria’s critically
endangered bird emblem.
Based in Yellingbo in the Yarra Valley
E. hehofeeder@gmail.com T: 0456 991 296
www.helmetedhoneyeater.org.au
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PAVE FESTIVAL – IT’S A WRAP!

A comprehensive evaluation of the PAVE Festival is currently
underway. Anyone interested in providing feedback of any
sort, is invited to email info@pave.org.au for a feedback
form or to share your thoughts.

The autumn weather was perfect for thousands of festival
goers who wandered through the Emerald FunFest, watching dinosaurs, robots, stilt walkers, one-man-bands, living
museum performers, Elvis jumping out of a giant balloon and
so much more! FunFest was a treat for any budget with free
kids’ activities in the new ‘Kid’s Zone’, five free stages and delectable international food, quality artisan craft stalls, rides
and carnival attractions for every age and bravery level. The
festival hub and pop-up bar, the Hive, was buzzing all day
with festival goers partaking in local tapped craft beer and
local wines. The Wash Against Waste trailer was run all day
with volunteers who were passionate about reducing landfill
and food stalls loved the reduction in disposable packaging.
What a way to kick off the PAVE Festival week.

The PAVE Festival and Emerald FunFest committees would
like to thank all volunteers, event organisers, sponsors, performers, patrons and contributors who helped to make the
festivals such a success on so many levels this year.
NON BLAIR

PAVE Festival Co-ordinator

The following week saw workshops to learn harp, macramé,
guitar and ukulele filled to capacity. You could also learn the
art of wig-making and other cos-play activities, try your hand
at a new artform or just watch experts in the trade. The evenings came alive with poetry, music, theatre performances and
projection. There were art and photography exhibitions and
the ever-popular Hive pop-up bar and festival hub ran with a
French theme. The tiny little, near century old National Trust
listed bakehouse, owned by the Commonwealth Bank and being restored by The Emerald Community House, was frequented each night by people on their way to or from an event and
by people meeting friends after work and staying on to support
performers sponsored by generous local businesses.

Slow Bike Race competitors waiting for their signal from Ted Horton
Photo: Jens Rumoller

The talent that graced each venue, day or night, was a credit
to the artists and event organisers and performances were
well appreciated by audiences in attendance.
We are lucky to have such a unique festival within the hills
area and this year audiences came from far and wide to take
advantage of the quality performances and exhibitions. Over
the course of the week, we spoke to people from Western
Australia, Chiltern, Sale, Bendigo, Point Lonsdale, Ballarat,
Melbourne CBD and north-western suburbs as well as plenty
of locals. It’s great that word of what the PAVE Festival has
to offer is getting out there.
Anecdotes heard over the week attested to this being the
best festival yet, that the program was rich and interesting,
that it was hard to make choices and people wished they
could be in more than one place at one time!

Anya Hynninen and band performing at FunFest

Photo: Blaise Cosme

Street performer 'Uptown Brown' at FunFest

26

Photo: Jens Rumoller

EMERALD MESSENGER — MAY 2019

INEXPENSIVE HACKS TO ‘STYLISE’ YOUR HOME!
We all love living in a nice space, go on, admit it. Unfortunately not all our budgets extend to
overhauling our homes in the manner in which we’d like so we have come up with some cheap
hacks to ‘stylise’ your home without the ‘stylised’ price tags!

TIP 1:

Commence the process with a neutral palette.
Much can be built upon by starting with
white walls and neutral coloured furniture,
especially the big ticket items like the couch.
Neutrals also never date so you can invest in
this with confidence that you won’t have to
upgrade in the near future.

TIP 2:

Go big on the artwork. Oversized pieces of
art are a talking point. They draw attention
and make the space feel expensive. Head to
second-hand stores, student art shows and
even IKEA to score cool finds.

TIP 4:

Create a ‘curation’ feel by upcycling
something old or treasured and blending the
whole lot together to add a feeling that you’ve
considered and curated your space. Hit op
shops or garage sales for rare finds.

TIP 5:

Make it smell delicious by adding candles,
freshly cut flowers or room fragrances. Not
only will your home smell amazing, it will also
create a welcoming vibe which you’ll treasure
every time you walk through the front door.

TIP 3:

Layer with texture such as wool and
cashmere. Add these in throw cushions,
artwork or little sculptures for your shelves.
Don’t be afraid to change it up with something
a little quirky like leather or velvet cushions.

JOIN US FOR

AUSTRALIA’S BIGGEST
MORNING TEA

WHERE: Stockdale & Leggo Yarra Ranges- 3A Kilvington
Drive, Emerald
WHEN: Wednesday 22nd of May at 10am
RSVP: By 17.05.19 to
wendy.scott@stockdaleleggo.com.au

Please join us at Stockdale & Leggo Yarra Ranges for
morning tea with a gold coin donation, and together we
can make it count in the fight against cancer.

YARRA RANGES
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LET’S TALK ABOUT WASTE

prohibitive to subdivide if you need to provide an onsite
treatment system which would then become redundant
once the sewer comes through. In contrast, buyers are often surprised by how well Cockatoo is serviced by the sewer
network. Good on you Cockatoo!

To be fair, it's not my favourite topic of conversation but
you might be surprised how often I have to talk about what
happens with one’s ablutions with potential purchasers. The
words sludge and scum are now part of my regular parlance.

Here are some facts and tips that may not be the most
palatable but may be quite useful if you are thinking about
buying a slice of our paradise.

Living in the hills has its oddities and one of them is septic
tank systems. Newcomers to Emerald are often surprised
to learn that only a minimal number of dwellings are connected to a centralised sewer network.

What is a Septic System?
The job of the septic tank is to ‘deal’ with household waste
on the property rather than the more common method of
transporting human waste via the sewer network to be
dealt with off-site in treatment plants.

Given that, 4000 years ago the ancient Mesopotamians
had running water latrines connected to elaborate brick
sewer systems, modern Australia is a little behind the times.

The septic tank is a buried, water-tight container usually
made of concrete, fibreglass, or polyethylene. Its job is to
hold the wastewater long enough to allow solids to settle down to the bottom forming sludge, while the oil and
grease float to the top as scum.

Ever since I moved to the area there have been whispers in
Emerald that ‘the sewer is coming’. That was 11 years ago and
still we’re being told the elusive sewer system is 7 years away!
The latest advice from Yarra Valley Water is that Emerald
is scheduled for the provision of sewerage services by Yarra
Valley Water in 2024/2025. This schedule is subject to
change depending on a review of the Community Sewerage
Program, which occurs approximately once every 5 years,
to ensure it reflects the latest available data.

Hum…Scum.
Types of Systems
Depending on the age of the property your home in the hills
will likely have one of the following systems. Older properties will have the basic septic tanks while more recently
built properties will use treatment systems that require a
service contract.

The current lack of sewer network in Emerald impacts the
development that can occur. It can be more costly or even

When you list with us

03 5954 0900
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The relevant council may or may not, depending on the age
of the property, have building plans that show the size and
location of the septic tank.
Do the vendors have to clean the tank before settlement?
Not unless it states it in the contract. Although you might
consider it a nice thing to do. It is not an obligation of the
outgoing owners to even clean a property although it is often an unspoken assumption.
If you want to ‘make a fresh start’ with your septic system
ask your agent to include a condition that states the septic
tank must be emptied before settlement.
How often should I empty it?
It depends on the type you have, how you use it, how many
people in the household and the size of the tank. The basic systems rely on bacteria to help with the breakdown of
materials. If you fill the system with bleach-based products
and other ‘no-nos’ then the system will need more regular
emptying. If you are mindful not to pour certain items down
the drain then the system may well function for many years.
We emptied ours for the first time after 10 years!

Septic tanks are one of the most cost-effective septic systems available. But due to the poor quality of their liquid
waste councils will only allow them to be installed on specific properties.
Wastewater treatment systems produce a high-quality liquid waste that is safe to use on gardens and lawns. Suitable
for both residential and commercial properties.

Don't put these into your septic system:

Septic tanks with sand filters treat the liquid waste through
underground sand and rock filters producing high-quality
effluent that is safe to use on your grounds but has limited
commercial use.

Disinfectants or old medicines

Fats or grease
Motor oils or fuels
Disposable diapers
Coffee grounds, egg shells, nut shells

How do I find out if the sewer is connected?

Filter tip cigarettes

You can get a basic overview by submitting a request
through Dial Before You Dig (DBYD). This is a free service but
can take up to 24 hours. Visit www.1100.com.au or call 1100.

Sanitary napkins, tampons or condoms
Paper towels or rags

Finding the location of the septic tank shouldn’t be too difficult. You can ask the current owner via the agent.

Paints or chemicals
Use septic friendly cleaning products and worms – yes
WORMS! They love it in there and can help break down the
matter. Good old worms.

When I bought my home in Cockatoo we didn't ask this
question but figured it out roughly based on concrete covers dotted around the yard. It wasn’t until we called a company to empty it that we discovered its exact location.

KATIE WOODS

Sales Manager – Kaye Charles Real Estate (Emerald)

PROPERTY

172 Spillers Road
Macclesfield

1A Carawa
Street Cockatoo

Auction on site 11.30am
Sat 11th May

FOR SALE
Image for illustrative purposes only

Tri-Level Country Mansion

Boutique Build

Colonial federation meets modern styling in this high calibre,
elegant new home. Set on 1009m2, in a peaceful location, this
sophisticated design boasts exacting finishes and absolute attention to detail. The kitchen showcases stone bench tops, large
island bench/breakfast bar, 900mm stainless steel free-standing cooker and Butler's pantry with additional walk-in pantry.

There is simply no excuse not to live your best life here. After
an early morning dip in the indoor solar heated salt-chlorinated pool & work-out in the adjacent gym you'll be unstoppable. Balconies are the first step outside and then onward
to a large flat lawn with 6 fully fenced paddocks, a spring-fed
dam, a grassed ménage & more beyond.

Contact Katie Woods for more information on either of these properties on 0428 744 498
Kaye Charles Real Estate – 12a Kilvington Drive, Emerald – (03) 5954 0900
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ALONG ‘OLD EMERALD’ ROAD
Recent bushfire warnings included some unusual place
names. Who was ‘Peter the Swede’? It was one ‘Pete the
Swede’ who partnered with Big Pat O’Hannigan in the
discovery of gold on the Emerald Creek that set off the
Emerald gold rush.
The names of early prospectors were commonly used to
identify the creeks they worked. Ben Simcox wrote that
Jack Emerald or ‘Parson Jack’ as he was known was one
of the earliest solitary miners to come seeking gold in the
Emerald area following the 1851 secret discovery by the
‘Lucky Germans’. They were reported to have made a fortune in a month, cashed it in to the tune of £2000 and
promptly headed back to Germany without claiming the
Victorian government’s offer of £100 reward for discoveries
of payable goldfields.

Jack Emerald. Yet he cannot be found among official Births,
Deaths and Marriages.
When four hundred diggers got together in March 1859, an
inaccurate list of discoverers’ names was read out, including
Pete the Swede and Dutch Harry but omitting Yankee Jack
and Big Pat O’Hannigan. Walsh had claimed the Cockatoo
Creek find as a ‘portion of the Emerald Diggings’ in January
that year. The Woori Yallock’s eastern tributaries became
known as East Emerald. ‘Emerald proper’ signified the gold
camp and stores along the Emerald and Sassafras Creeks
where Kirkpatrick’s store first accommodated the policeman. ‘Old Emerald’ Road began as a pack track bringing
goods from Lilydale to ‘Emerald proper’. It seems a shame
that municipal boundaries now divide the ‘Emerald’ goldfield at its most extensive.

Young Ben Simcox wrote that he took up a claim beside
Jack Emerald on a tributary of the Emerald Creek, the site
where his ‘Nathania Springs’ would become a huge tourist
attraction in the early years of Monbulk’s settlement. When
this upper tributary proved disappointing, Jack Emerald
departed to parts unknown leaving only his name and his
log hut behind him, while Simcox returned to Collingwood.
When geological surveyors forced their way with great difficulty through the ‘densely scrubby’ Dandenongs to the
Yarra in 1855 they too got lost and saw no promise in its
resources other than the probability of gold. This encouraged Magistrate McCrea to assemble a prospecting party
in 1858, with two Irishmen, Walsh and Geraghty. On their
way to the Dandenong Ranges they collected an American,
Yankee Jack McEvoy, whose brother Yankee Jim leaves his
name on a creek up in the Yarra Valley, and the ruffian
known as Big Pat O’Hannigan who is remembered by Big
Pat’s Creek near Warburton.

‘Scotty’s Creek’ was not yet Menzies Creek while ‘Irishtown’
was sometimes used to distinguish the ‘Emerald proper’
gold camp. In May the site of the future Emerald township
was surveyed and named Main Ridge, but nobody took up
any blocks. The policeman was later moved there, as being
more central for the ‘Dandenong Ranges Goldfields’.
As time wore on the population around Emerald diminished to around 50 or 60 individuals. A number stayed on
their claims until the 1890s when forest subdivision made
ownership possible within the Monbulk forest. By this time
some of the storekeepers had moved to ‘East Emerald’
(Avonsleigh and Macclesfield) where they could buy land.
As late as World War 1, when Monbulk’s settlers spoke of
going to the Emerald stores, they meant ‘Emerald proper’
not ‘Main Ridge’.

Big Pat caused such trouble as they worked on the Cockatoo
Creek that Gold Warden Warburton Carr had to put him in
irons. Big Pat O’Hannigan was out on his own then. In January
1859 after battling through scrub where he claimed ‘no white
man had ever been before’ with new chum Pete the Swede,
they struck it lucky on the lower end of Emerald creek. The
earliest map locates the rush to the ‘Emerald Diggings’ in 1859
as being somewhat lower down on Emerald’s main creek.

The squabbling began in earnest in 1860 when an official
hearing was set to decide who was eligible for the government reward for discovery of the ‘Emerald Goldfields’, the
names now including Emerald proper, Cockatoo Creek and
Scotty’s creek.

Ben Simcox returned at this point to his old claim near
where Jack Emerald’s abandoned old log hut still stood.
There he settled, on the basis of his miner’s right, until official settlement enabled him to establish Monbulk’s historic ‘Nathania Springs’ where he recorded his memories of
Parson Jack. The Irish party with the Yank had now left the
Cockatoo Creek to rejoin O’Hannigan.

At this second meeting (the first was March 1859) Geraghty
claimed for November 1858, before Big Pat’s find. He was
asked to describe the area but couldn’t. ‘He couldn’t,’ Gus
Ryberg commented. ‘He was illiterate’ - not unusual among
the Irish rebels. Helpfully the chairman asked, ‘What does it
remind you of?’

‘Parson’ Jack’, ironically nicknamed for his coarse language,
returned from parts unknown to prospect a small gully behind the present day Monbulk Pony Club. Diggers returning
to fossick there during the depression of the 1890s passed
on memories of him to Monbulk settlement’s first baby,
Aldy Coulson. Emerald identity Gus Ryberg also wrote of

‘The Emerald Isle,’ replied Geraghty, a surprising description
of impenetrable forest and the ‘Bald Hills’ as the diggings
along the Woori Yallock Creek became known. A newspaper reporter’s mention that the diggings were named for
the ‘Irish party’ which was no doubt a welcome assumption.
However, this second meeting settled nothing.
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A Select Committee on Gold Prospectors tried again in 1863.
The principal speaker was Henry Frencham, an educated
Irish squatter from Warrandyte. Geraghty said, "It was he
who named the diggings the Caledonia (the Plenty), the
Britannia (Warburton, then known as Yankee Jim’s) and the
Emerald." Local use of the Emerald name conveniently now
commemorated both the reported first prospector and the
Irishmen who struck it rich - but not the Dutchman, the
Swede or the Yank.
Next Big Pat O’Hannigan claimed alone, without Pete the
Swede, for ‘Emerald proper’ and for Warburton (‘Big Pat’s
Creek) a year later. McCrea counterclaimed for the Emerald,
Britannia and Nicholson (McCrea’s creek) goldfields, giving
the names of three of his mates but adding Geraghty and
O’Hannigan only after prompting. Warburton Carr wrote,
‘When I first heard the name of Mr. McCrea as the discoverer of some goldfields there, I thought there was some
misapprehension.’

intent were not always found. Even a dead kangaroo can
completely disappear within a couple of weeks as its bones
are cleaned and scattered by predators.
When the policeman was summoned from Main Ridge to
the Cockatoo Creek in the 1870s to investigate some trouble
over miners’ rights, only his helmet and saddle were found
at his campsite. His body was never recovered. Without a
body how are date, location and cause to be established
and recorded, and in this instance, to whom?

When Pete the Swede (Peter Petersen) turned up to make
a claim, the reward had already been dispersed. It now
seems he very likely headed north.

When a battered European skull was found in a mountain
stream near Silvan in 1891 it was assumed to be that of an
unnamed man who had mysteriously disappeared in 1884.

THE SKULL IN THE MOUNTAIN STREAM
So, what of Jack Emerald? There are no official records of
Jack Emerald’s life and death, but ‘absence of evidence is
not evidence of absence’. In the Gold Rush years, disorganisation and lack of official manpower led to many gaps in
the records. Did he have reason to use an assumed name?
Did he jump ship, leaving no clue to his birthplace? Did he
never marry? Why no death records? Whatever happened
to Parson Jack? Did he gain enough from his claim to take
up a cattle run to the south as Gus Ryberg said and just
move on again to parts unknown? Perhaps he was murdered for his gold as Simcox wrote, or was this just assumed
because he disappeared mysteriously?

Was it Jack Emerald’s head, washed down in floods and
carried on to Lilydale just as his name began to flood over
the area?
DOROTHY B. WILLIAMS

Friendly and welcoming
family business
Owners Ken & Helen
Hunt have been at
Monbulk Jewellers
since 1994, assisting
and providing quality
services for the
local communtiy and
surrounds.

There were many murders and disappearances in the chaotic Gold Rush days. Bodies lost in the bush by accident or

Quality Onsite Repairs
& Restoration

Australian Argyle Pink
Diamonds

Quality Onsite Repairs & Restoration.
New jewellery designed and made.
Diamond and gemstone specialists.
Engagement Rings

New jewellery designed and made • Engagement Rings
• Diamond and gemstone specialists

Newspaper clipping from The Age 19 May 1891
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LIVING WITH GRIEF

We all experience loss and the associated grief across our lifespan. Grief is often associated with death and dying however
there can be a variety of losses that evoke a grief response
within us and our communities. Grief is versatile and applicable to a range of experiences. Many scholars have written
about grief and loss along with its impact and responses describing it as the response we have to an event that creates
persisting inaccessibility to an emotionally important figure,
place, object, ability or role. Whilst bereavement refers to loss
as a result of death and separation, grieving can refer to our
emotional responses to any event and experience of loss.
Grief and loss is an essential part of our being - our existence.
It gives meaning, purpose and perspective to life. However
it can also shake our whole being, our reality and our way of
life. Your individual responses of coping and grieving are influenced by a variety of variables within yourself and the society and culture you live in. The impact of the loss may also
be dependent on your resilience, previous experiences, view
of self and the world around you, your community and social
connectedness as well as the resources available to you. Your
journey of grief can also be influenced by the circumstances
of the loss and the way you were able to prepare, the nature
and meaning of the relationships and the events after the
loss that either support or frustrate the journey of recovery.

Photo: Luis Galvez on UnSplash

much as grief is an individual journey there are a few things
you might like to consider if you are experiencing grief and loss.
Do not judge. It is so very easy to judge ourselves and others, often based on our societal expectations and norms, personal values and view of grief and loss. Grieving is not a sign
of weakness but rather a normal and individual human experience. Mindfulness can be a great reminder in these times
to simply observe our emotions rather than judging them.
There is simply no ‘getting over it’, ‘moving on’ or ‘being yourself again’. Grief is a process – your process! It is also good to
remember this when we give well-meaning support to others.
Each individual has their own unique way of grieving.

Grief is not a continual state but rather a process that is ever
shifting and changing and often long term in nature. Grief does
not have a time frame. At times grief can be overwhelming, unbearable and debilitating. The journey of grief and loss is an individual path, non-linear and absolutely different for everyone.
Common reactions to grief within a spectrum of behaviours
have been identified and may include disbelief and confusion,
ongoing pre-occupation, changes in sleep and appetite, being
absent minded, social withdrawal, avoiding behaviours, restlessness, over-activity and crying. Whilst others experience the
drive to connect with significant places, memories and people
to keep the link with their loss.

Take your time! There is no set timeframe for grief. Some losses
impact on us so immensely that we just learn to live with the
loss and navigate through the feelings of grief however the
loss itself may never really leave us. The way we process our
loss and the coping strategies we learn and develop can help
us to get through the challenging days and times. Remember
your grieving journey is unique and you will have your own
path and coping mechanisms.

Grief goes through stages and whilst the loss might never really leave us, the grief we experience does change with time,
having high and lows, as we navigate our life after a loss. As

Finding new meaning is part of the grieving process. Grief and
loss can completely alter our lives and our perception of how it
used to be, how we experience the present and how we hoped
life would be in the future. Consequently part of the grieving
process is to find new meaning and rediscover, connect and
create new perspectives and pathways - facing the challenges of new realities following a loss.
Seek support, talking about your experience, sharing your
journey and exploring different perceptions can be very
helpful in the process as you move through your experience. This can also help in developing some healthy coping
mechanisms to support your journey. You can seek support
in your close friends, family members and community as
well as professional support. There are many pathways of
recovery to life after loss, as you move through your journey and the changes it brings with it. Support can help you
cope with your grief and provide aid on your path of moving through your experience.
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Supporting others in their grief is an essential element to the
grieving person. This is always a wonderful time to recognise
the unique and personal experience of grief and that you really cannot know how the other person feels or experiences
their loss. You might also have experienced grief and loss but
remember each grieving journey can differ greatly from other
people's experience. Be the person who listens and empathise without any advice. Simply acknowledging the grieving
person's feelings and unique journey and being present can be
at times the greatest support.

BELGRAVE LIBRARY IN MAY
Where Do You Get Your Writing Ideas?
Saturday, May 4th at 10.30am Belgrave Library
Writers joke about being asked that question. However,
there is genuine curiosity about how this part of writing
works. Join Narrelle M. Harris, author and presenter, as she
explores this topic, sharing examples of where real life inspiration has appeared in her novels and stories. Narrelle
M. Harris has written over 30 crime, horror, fantasy, and romance novels. Her ghost/crime story 'Jane' won the ‘Body in
the Library’ prize at the Scarlet Stiletto Awards.

If you or someone you know are currently experiencing grief
and would like additional support, there are many great private
practitioners as well as community organisations that can provide you with support. This can include your GP, your local community health centre as well as a trained bereavement counsellor, social worker or psychologist. There are also several helplines
available that can provide you with support and referrals.

Tabletop Gaming Nights
Second Thursday of the month from 5.00pm to 8.00pm
Belgrave library

CARINA HILLMANN

• Australian Centre for Grief and Bereavement – bereavement
counselling and support services
Tel. (03) 9265 2100 or 1800 642 066

Come and join us for a fun-filled night of gaming! Meet
people, learn how to play new games and celebrate all tabletop gaming has to offer for free! This group is open to
all ages and skill levels. Feel free to bring along any games
you'd like to play and share with other people.

• The Compassionate Friends Victoria – grief support after the
death of a son, daughter, brother or sister
Tel. (03) 9888 4944 or 1300 064 068

We'll see you there!!!

• Kids Helpline – telephone counselling
Tel. 1800 551 800 (24 hours, 7 days)

FEDERICA MASTRANGELO

• Lifeline – crisis support and suicide prevention services Tel. 13
11 14 (24 hours, 7 days)

Team Leader – Belgrave Library

• MensLine Australia – 24 hours, 7 days Tel. 1300 789 978
• Parentline Victoria – 8 am to 12 midnight, 7 days a week,
Tel. 13 22 89
• SuicideLine Victoria Tel. 1300 651 251 – for counselling, crisis
intervention, information and referral (24 hours, 7 days)
• GriefLine Community and Family Services Inc. – loss and
grief telephone counselling service, 12 noon to 3 am, 7 days
Tel. (03) 9935 7400 or 1300 845 745
• Red Nose (formerly SIDS and Kids Victoria) – 24 hours, 7
days, Tel. 1300 308 307
• SANDS (Miscarriage, stillbirth and newborn death support)
Tel. (03) 9899 0217 or 1300 0 SANDS
• Victims of Crime Helpline Tel. 1800 819 817
• Road Trauma Support Services Victoria
Tel. (03) 8877 6900 or 1300 367 797
• Support After Suicide Tel. (03) 9421 7640

33

EMERALD MESSENGER — MAY 2019
MEMOIR
Series continued from April edition

GREENBRIER CROSSING

In the summer of 1916 I was transferred to Fort Rodman,
New Bedford, Massachusetts. On arrival I found what I truly
thought was a dream home for a sergeant such as myself.
I had relieved another sergeant who was leaving to join an
outfit heading overseas and it looked like I was stuck again
with home duty for the duration. Fort Rodman was commanded by an old fat retired captain by the name of Long.
He was so fat that it was all he could do to get from home to
the barracks which he managed to do once a week.
As the commander of the hospital, Captain Long, was an exUniversity of Virginia medical teacher whose specialty was
anatomy. However, I was soon to find out that it was a major
operation for him to inoculate a single soldier while I had inoculated hundreds of new soldiers in my time. The day came
that two companies were sent to the hospital for inoculations, arriving at the appointed time and then waiting for
the doctor for some 30 mins. I decided he must be taking his
afternoon siesta so I called the troops in and in one hour had
both companies inoculated. Then the old fat doctor came
waddling over and asked me where the troops were that
had to be inoculated. I said, “Sir, they have come and gone.”
What?” he cried, “Without waiting for me to inoculate them?”
“Sir,” says I, “I have inoculated hundreds of troops without a
single fatality and where I came from, it was beneath the
surgeon’s dignity to wield a lowly inoculation needle.”

WWI enlisted men mass inoculation

The captain called me in and informed me that I had been
reduced to a buck private (again) and that the new first sergeant would assign me to my new duties, which was to be in
charge of the basement, firing the furnace and policing the
outside of the hospital. That was quite a drop for the hospital corps as I was the youngest sergeant but as I was only
19 then it didn’t bother me too awful much. It meant that I
had to take off the stripes and give up the nice little non-commissioned home quarters that I never really used anyway and
had to move in with the rest of the privates. I had always been
considerate of the enlisted men anyway while I was the acting
top sergeant and all of them were on my side in my troubles
so they welcomed me back into the fold. We were a small outfit of only 16 men in the whole detachment and all summer
long we never had more than 6 patients in the hospital at a
time. And none of them were ever very sick either.

Thinking he would congratulate me, wow, what a lecturing
did I receive from him. It was I who was not to so much as to
touch a needle while I was soldiering under him. He wanted
me to always remember that he was rated a surgeon. In the
army that was the official title of all medical doctors. Even
a foot doctor was called a surgeon. And I was always to remember that no matter what I knew or who I was, I was still
an enlisted man and he was the high and mighty boss.

BILL CORKEAN

Bill Corkrean, born in 1897 is the
father of a local hills resident.
Running as a serial, Greenbrier
Crossing is based on his memoirs.

Things went along for a while until one day the post commander issued an order that any soldier who was not required for duty could have any night off on a pass. Captain
Pollard told me that he didn’t want any of his good little
boys out all night in the mean old city, although most of
them had been soldiering for years and were quite able
to take care of themselves. I said, “But sir, this is Post orders and the men in the medical corps had the same rights
and privileges as the men in the line companies.” He said,
“Nevertheless, when the men ask for an overnight pass, I
will send them to you and don’t you give them the pass.”
I informed the captain that I was duty bound to carry out
the Post’s orders and if he did not want them to have the
overnight privileges he had better tell them and not pass
the buck to me. That fixed things up just fine for me as I
found out later that he called up the department’s surgeon
general and told him that the new sergeant he had sent
him was inefficient, was not able to carry out the work and
to send him another one. He made such a too-doo over the
work that they sent him two new sergeants to my job.

A-VIEW GLASS
Window Glass Repairs 24/7
Mirrors, Pet Doors, Cut to size

5968 5690

www.aviewglass.com.au
Accredited Glazier V1132

Now we had 5 sergeants but that only lasted for a few days.
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HARPS FOR HAPPINESS
It was a dream come true to attend Jane Belfrage’s Harps
for Happiness workshop during the PAVE Festival in April. I
have always wanted to have a chance to play the harp which
is such a beautiful and elegant instrument with a long and
rich history. The harp is one of the earliest known instruments, closely resembling a hunter’s bow. I can just see those
Paleolithic hunters hearing the changing pitch as they tighten and test their bowstrings. The harp first appears around
4000 BCE in the Near East (Persia) and around 300 BCE in
Europe. The ancient Egyptians depicted people playing harps
on burial chamber wall art dating to 3500 BCE.

Participants of the harp workshop held during the PAVE festival

On arrival at the much anticipated workshop I could see the
harps laid out in a circle on the floor. I felt like I was in kindergarten as Jane clearly and firmly instructed us to find a seat.
She must have sensed we just wanted to rush in and grab one
and start playing… or was that just me?

Of course my time as a mermaid sitting on a rock playing the
harp flew by and soon the workshop came to its conclusion.
Wrestling her harps from the unwilling hands of her enraptured students Jane stowed them lovingly, nesting them in
the boot of her small hatch.

Jane expertly guided us through the 90 minute session starting with the glissé. Short for glissando which means to glide
from one pitch to the next and is of course the first thing that
everybody wants to do when they pick up a harp. Like noisy
angels we all strummed out glissandi by the dozen. Jane then
taught us four simple parts helping us to master each one as
we went and then finally putting it all together, playing one
or all of them as we wished. Jane then played a more complicated part which wove prettily over the top of our little groups
plucking. It was sheer delight!

All in all, it was a highly rewarding and pleasurable experience
that I would recommend to anyone, and for some of us it was
even a dream come true.
Jane is available to run workshops for six or more people
and can be contacted through the Emerald Community
House on 5968 3881 or at www.facebook.com/
janebelfrageharpbeatmusic/
MEREDITH COLE

ARTS & CULTURE

TRAVEL THE SILK ROAD
Author Heather Ellis will present a talk and slide show
for her new book Timeless On The Silk Road: An Odyssey
From London To Hanoi at the Emerald Library on Saturday,
May 11th at 11am.
After riding her motorcycle across Africa, Heather Ellis is diagnosed with HIV in London when she has the test for a
Russian visa. She is thirty years old and is given five years to
live. It is 1995 when death from AIDS is inevitable. Timeless
On The Silk Road is the unique story of what happens next.

Endorsed by Tony Wheeler, co-founder of Lonely Planet
and Ted Simon, author of Jupiter’s Travels among others,
Timeless on the Silk Road (Phonte Publishing, April 2019),
is Heather’s eagerly anticipated second book and follows
Ubuntu: One Woman’s Motorcycle Odyssey Across Africa
(Black Inc. 2016, Illuminatio 2017 Poland), a travel memoir about a life-changing adventure into the soul of Africa.
Endorsed by Cheryl Strayed, author of Wild, Ubuntu has received many positive reviews and continues to be listed as
a bestseller in travel on Amazon.
For more details visit: www.heather-ellis.com

What unfolds is a journey of courage, hardship and immense natural beauty as she rides along the fabled Silk
Roads of antiquity to Australia. Believing this is her last
adventure, her one last search for meaning, Heather’s journey ultimately becomes one of destiny. Infused with a deep
spiritual power, it is also a story that leaves the reader considering their own ‘time less’ journey called life.
FREE EVENT
Saturday May 11th at 11am
Emerald Library
400A Belgrave-Gembrook Road, Emerald

Heather Ellis

For bookings phone: 03 5949 4600
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UKULELE EXTRAVAGANZA
On May 18th and 19th the hills will once again be filled with
the sound of ukulele. The Hills Ukulele Festival (H.U.F.) will
be back at Emerald Primary School promoting all things
ukulele including workshops, market stalls, performances
across three stages, competitions and a mega-raffle that
has to be seen to be believed.
H.U.F. burst onto the Victorian festival scene last year and
impressed festival goers with its friendly, positive and inclusive attitude. Festival attendees ranged in age from 4 to 94
years old and from absolute ukulele beginners to seasoned
professionals. Everyone was welcome and everyone took
away new skills and fond memories of the weekend event.
This is the second year of H.U.F. and things just seem to be
looking even brighter.
• Additional stages added in order to cater to the number
of community groups who are keen to strum their stuff for
the public.
• Brilliant new artists have been tracked down to share
their skills in workshops and then wow the crowds in the
Gala Afternoon concert on Saturday the 18th.
• Workshops for ukulele players, music teachers who use
the ukulele in their classroom and student teachers who
are keen to develop their music teaching skills are all being
catered for this year during the festival.
As the festival director behind H.U.F. and the music teacher
at Emerald Primary School, I am a strong advocate for the
ukulele as a tool for not only teaching music theory, but
that music is fun. With those links, it is not surprising that
we have organised free workshops for school students on
Sunday May 19th as well as a strumalong for students on
that day. Last year, 5 schools from across Victoria came
along and took part. 2019 is sure to have even more schools
joining in on the fun.
Additional information (ticketing, workshops and performers) can be found on their website www.ukulelefestival.com.
au as well as the Facebook page Hills Ukulele Festival (HUF).
DAN MACEOIN

Alex Burns performing at last years' festival

The 2019 Hills Ukulele Festival will be held May 18 & 19
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TOWARDS ZERO

it such a beautiful flavour without all the tonnes of salt and
whatever else goes into an instant powdered stock. There’ll be
loads of excess stock which you can freeze to be ready whenever you need a warming winter soup or a super tasty couscous.

“Don't buy one, I'll make you one!” is a joyful phrase I often
heard from old friends back in England as they industriously
set about creating anything from gold leaf shop signs to toy
clocks. Their talents always amazed me but I thought this
motto was for the skilled only. However, since I have started
reducing my waste, I hear this phrase echoing in my mind
as I begin each new project, learn to cook something new,
or experiment with homemade cleaning products. There is
a great deal of pride and satisfaction in making things from
scratch. I love this as it gives my life purpose and meaning
and I can be confident in the amount of waste I have created and the provenance of my ingredients.

Biscuits and popcorn are my top favourites for the children. If
it tends to freak you out thinking about how much plastic is in
the food chain then making these might give you some peace
of mind. I head to the bulk food store to collect the ingredients. If you make an entire cup of popcorn on the weekend
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THE NEW AGE
They say that ninety is the new age for eighty, eighty becomes seventy, seventy becomes sixty, sixty becomes fifty.
This suggests that we have more time than in the past.
However, they also say that a year now feels like three
months, a month like a week and a day flies by like a blink
of the eye.
Is this why so many people no longer acknowledge gifts, for
instance? They say that they’ll ring next week and make a
time to meet but it doesn’t happen. Maybe they’ve been
away for a few days but no, it appears that they didn’t have
time to get away. What about a coffee then? They consult
their diaries and ask if Wednesday fortnight would suit!
No time before then.
We all know that we are living in a high-tech age which,
no doubt, will expand more and more in the coming years.
Why is it that, with computers taking over all the work to
free us up, we have less time to spend with family or friends
or pursue interests than we did in those good old days before the computer age? And why is it that it takes forever to
get an answer (if we’re lucky) when telephoning organisations in today’s highly computerised world?

to prioritise? Are they caught up in this fast-paced world
to such an extent that they fear being seen as different if
they sensibly plan their lives to take in work commitments,
family, friends, outings, entertainment, communication in
general?
For most of us, life is what we make of it. Perhaps we need
to take a good hard look at time in the same context, thereby enriching our lives and the lives of those around us.

Surely, time is what we make of it. Are today’s men and
women not trained in time management nor trained in how

BRENDA WEBB

Direct Radiology Yarra Ranges
Proudly Independent, Proudly Supporting Your Community

Bulk Billing

*






Brand New Purpose Built Practice with Latest Equipment
X-Ray, General, Vascular and Interventional Ultrasound
Women’s/Obstetric and Musculoskeletal Ultrasound
Centrally located for ease of access for all Yarra Ranges Residents

Bookings (03) 9756 7605
66 Main Road Monbulk VIC 3793
www.directradiology.com.au

Hours Monday – Friday 8:30am – 5:00pm
*Direct Radiology Bulk Bill all patients for X-ray and most Ultrasounds. (Patients must have a valid Medicare Card)

All Referrals Accepted
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A DAY IN THE LIFE OF A LIBRARIAN

their resume. I also do my best to find the ‘I don’t remember
the title of the book, but the cover was blue and there was a
picture of an aeroplane,’ - not always successfully.

When I tell friends that I work in a library, the book lovers
imagine I do nothing but settle down and read all day. The
non-book lovers (and really how any of these friends do I
have?) insist it must be so boring. Neither case is true. It
is never boring in the library and no matter how hard you
might wish, there is never any time to sit with a book in your
hands and simply read.

After school we have the teens come in and the computers and console games are booked solidly. Study tables are
quickly filled and now the questions are based on school
texts or research assignments or ‘how do I get to the next
level’ on a particular game.
Today after school it’s time for Explorers Club. Children
arrive for an hour of fun and unintentional learning. This
month it’s all about the Guinness Book of Records and
we attempt to beat the world record for the number of
M&M’s we can eat …with chopsticks...blindfolded! We fail
but have a huge amount of fun.

I work in the youth area so my working day consists of a
children’s program or four. A usual day might begin with an
emergency clean up of spilt soft drink on a computer keyboard then a hunt for a missing child who has wandered
from the children’s area and is now in the history section.
I will then spend the next hour singing songs and reading
stories to over 50 young children and their parents and care
givers at Storytime. We might make a craft together and I
will get to admire over 50 different versions of said craft.

No two days are ever the same and that is one of the joys
of working in the library. I love the challenge of finding a
book for the tween that insists books are ‘dumb’, helping
someone find the first book in a series published over seven years ago, finding a book on dwarf rabbits for a new pet
owner or helping someone set up their mobile device so
they can download e-books.

The next 20 minutes might be spent helping a vision-impaired person choose their audio books. I have to read the
blurbs with gusto and animation as they decide which ones
they like the sound of. Then it’s time to help someone on the
computer to download a file, save it as a JPEG and then
scan several papers to email.

The library is a community space that offers something for
everyone. Whether it’s a quiet study place, somewhere to sit
and read the paper, a free workshop or a storytime or two.
VICKI THORNTON

After lunch there might be an external visit to a preschool.
Taking my basket of books I head out. There I introduce myself, talk about the joys of the library and what it has to
offer and then we might discuss the care of books. After
a couple of stories and hearty renditions of ‘Heads and
Shoulders’ I hand out bookmarks and flyers and then it’s
time to wave good-bye.

Casey Cardinia Libraries
Your Casey Cardinia Libraries are Emerald, Pakenham,
Cardinia Mobile Library, Bunjil Place, Hampton Park,
Doveton, Endeavour Hills and Cranbourne.

Back at the library it’s now time to work at the desk. This
is where I get to serve our patrons and answer questions.
Anything from where is the nearest caravan park to I’m
booked into such-and-such health centre, do you know
where it is? If we can’t find the answer for you we do our best
to give you the name and number of someone who can.

11 YEARS IN EMERALD

On the desk I greet familiar faces, recommend a new author
to someone and join up a family new to the area. I might help
someone apply for a passport, assist a senior to open their first
email account and help a high school student put together

FA C I A L S , E Y E B R O W S , T A N S
HAIR REMOVAL, & MORE
BOOK ONLINE : www.hushcosmetics.com.au
PHONE : 5968 4463 | TEXT: 0425 859 183
2/11 Kilvington Drive, EMERALD VIC 3782

Automotive service & repairs
4WD –CARS –PETROL –DIESEL
5968 6031
297 Belgrave-Gembrook Road, Emerald
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EVENTS GALLERIES SPORT CULTURE CONCERTS THEATRE
CARDINIA HARD RUBBISH &
GREEN WASTE COLLECTION
April-May
Check the collection dates for your street online or at the
council office. Details – www.cardinia.vic.gov.au
51ST STREETON ROBERTS MCCUBBIN EXHIBITION
May 3rd - 26th, Wed - Monday 11am-4pm
Sherbrooke Art Gallery 62 Monbulk Rd, Belgrave
Over 70 artists exhibiting over 140 works of art.
Free entry. www.sherbrookegallery.com
2019 PUFFING BILLY GREAT TRAIN RACE
Sunday May 5th, starting in Belgrave at 9am
www.puffingbilly.com.au/events/great-train-race/
Join us for the challenge and fun of this iconic 13.5Km run
through the dandenong ranges - will you beat the train?
FRIENDS OF TINDALE GARDEN PLANT SALES
Saturday May 11th, 10am-12pm
George Tindale Memorial Garden, Sherbrooke
Details - www.friendsofgtmg.com
STARGAZING AT EMERALD LAKE PARK
Saturday May 11th, 7-10:30pm - Free Event
Emerald Lake Park
Bookings Essential – www.cardinia.vic.gov.au/elpevents

BELGRAVE BIG DREAMS MARKET
First Sunday of every month (except Jan)
St Thomas More Pimary School
Reynolds Lane, Belgrave
Time: 9am - 2pm
Info: www.belgravebigdreamsmarket.com
BELGRAVE SOUTH COMMUNITY MARKET
First Sunday of every month (except Sept)
Gilmore Court, Belgrave South
Time: 10.30am - 3.30pm
Info: market@bsch.org.au
COCKATOO COUNTRY MARKET
First Saturday of every month (except Jan)
Alma Treloar Reserve, 77 Pakenham Road, Cockatoo
Time: 8.30am - 1.30pm
Info: cockatoocountrymarket@outlook.com
EMERALD COMMUNITY MARKET
Third Sunday of every month
Main Street & Kilvington Drive, Emerald
Time: 9am-3pm
Info: 03 5968 3881 www.emeraldcommunity.market
EMERALD LIONS GROW IT BAKE IT MAKE IT

DRAFT WORRELL RESERVE MASTERPLAN
DROP-IN INFO SESSION
Thursday May 16th, 3:30-6:30pm
Emerald Library, 400A Belgrave-Gembrook Rd
See details on page 11. www.cardinia.vic.gov.au

First Sunday of every month
Gemco Theatre, 19 Kilvington Drv, Emerald
Time: 10am-3pm
Info: www.facebook.com/GrowItBakeItMakeItMarket

2019 FEDERAL ELECTION
Saturday May 18th - Booths open 8am - 6pm
Voting Booth Locations - Visit www.aec.gov.au

Fourth Sunday of every month (except Dec)
Gembrook Community Centre
Time: 9am-2pm
Info: www.gembrookmarket.com.au

2019 HILLS UKULELE FESTIVAL
May 18th-19th
Heroes Ave, Emerald Primary School
Performances, workshops and market stalls – see article
on page 36. Program - www.ukulelefestival.com.au
DUET PRESENTS THE CELTIC TENORS
Sunday May 26th, 5pm
Burrinja Cultural Centre, Upwey
Charismatic, globe-trotting trio perform singing spine-tingling Classical, Folk, Irish, Gaelic and Pop.
2019 WOORILLA POETRY PRIZE
Details - www.woorilla.org.au - Entries close June 30
National competition with prizes for winners and runners
up in both the Open and Youth sections.
COCKATOO WOMEN'S BUSINESS NETWORK
Monday May 27th, 7:30pm
42 McBride Street, Cockatoo
Monthly meetings held on last Monday each month

emeraldmessenger.com.au

GEMBROOK MARKET

KALLISTA COMMUNITY MARKET
First Saturday of every month (except Jan)
2 Church Street, Kallista
Time: 9am - 1pm
Info: kallistamkt@gmail.com
MONBULK PRODUCE MARKET
Second Saturday of every month
Top End Main Street, Monbulk
Time: 8am-1pm
Info: Teresa monbulkmarket@gmail.com
www.facebook.com/monbulkproducemarket
UPPER FERNTREE GULLY MARKET
Every Saturday & Sunday of the Month
Upper Ferntree Gully Railway Carpark,
Burwood Hwy, Upper Ferntree Gully
Time: Saturday 8am-3pm Sunday 9am-3pm
Info: www.gullymarket.com

FREE

