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Many would not be aware 
that the Emerald SES cov-
ers most of the Dandenongs 
in times of emergencies. 
Pouring out of their beds 
at all hours, these volun-
teers are the ‘community 
make-safe crew’. While we 
snuggly tuck ourselves into 
our beds as the winds howl 
and the boughs break, it is 
almost unfathomable that 
anyone would consider this 
as a time to get dressed 
and go out into the torrent 
or respond to the call of a 
roadside calamity. 

With such an important role 
in the community, it is finally 
no surprise that the Victorian 
government agrees on pro-
viding sufficient shelter for 
such an important group. 
The SES’s new fit-for-pur-
pose facility to be built at 

DESERVING NEW HOME FOR EMERALD SES

HILLS COMMUNITY JOURNAL AUGUST 2019

Butterfield Reserve has been a conservation reserve for 
more than 35 years. Once it had a population of Helmeted 
Honeyeaters and possibly Lowland Leadbeater’s Possums. 
Both are critically endangered species and are Victoria’s State 
emblems. Their tiny habitat area around Yellingbo needs to be 
expanded for their long-term survival and Butterfield Reserve 
has been identified as a potential place for their re-release.  It’s 
a long-term goal but we’re starting now to assist in restoring 
an ecosystem necessary for these species. 

Johns Hill Landcare Group will be hosting a community 
planting at Butterfield Reserve, Emerald on Saturday 
August 17th from 11 am – 1 pm.

BUTTERFIELD TREE PLANTING DAY
Continued on page 6
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Our famous morning tea starts with chocolate brown-
ies and real coffee.  After a bit of friendly banter we’ll set 
out to plant 500 or more trees, shrubs and grasses in spe-
cially prepared fenced plots in Butterfield Reserve. These 
fenced plots are a trial to test resilience against wild 
deer. Butterfield Reserve and the landscape from here 
to Yellingbo are being sorely tested by these large freely 
roaming mammals. This planting is part of a long term 
undertaking by several stakeholders including Johns Hill 
Landcare, Yarra Ranges Council, Friends of the Helmeted 
Honeyeater and Melbourne Water.

Johns Hill Landcare, based in Emerald, is working with 
groups right up the Woori Yallock Creek to Yellingbo Nature 
Conservation Reserve which now contains, after many 
years work, a population of Helmeted Honeyeaters. Sadly 
there are very few Lowland Leadbeater’s Possums left.

We are also part of two bigger projects – Yellingbo to 
Butterfield (Y2B) which is working to engage landhold-
ers along the Woori Yallock Creek to restore Helmeted 
Honeyeater habitat and Birds to Butterfield (B2B) a grant 
from the State government to Yarra Ranges Council. 

When:     10am – 1pm, Saturday August 17th 

Where:   Butterfield Reserve, meet in carpark at  
  corner of Emerald-Monbulk Road and  
  Old Emerald Road, Emerald.  

Register: info@johnshill.org.au

For more information about Johns Hill Landcare events 
around the Emerald area please go to our website www.
johnshill.org.au or email the group at info@johnshill.org.au

JULIE THOMPSON

Johns Hill Landcare Group - 0447 345 528

ENVIRONMENT

BUTTERFIELD TREE PLANTING

In Butterfield Reserve’ - Tony Stevenson, Mayor of Yarra Ranges and 
Sue Tardiff, Friends of the Helmeted Honeyeater and guests enjoying 
a chat about types of shrubs favoured by the Helmeted Honeyeater. 

Photo: Terry Salwell, Johns Hill Landcare committee member

COMMUNITY

Melissa Williamson is busy planning a fun run event to be 
held in Emerald on Sunday October 27th 2019 starting with 
registration from 8am at Emerald Secondary College. She 
hopes to raise awareness and funds to support Creutzfeldt-
Jakob Disease (CJD) research.  

“CJD is a rare and incurable disease which took a very close 
friend of mine in 2013,” she says. Melissa is also keen to help 
improve community health and well-being by encouraging 
people to enjoy a more healthy and active lifestyle overall. 

“I have support from Cardinia Council and our local Medical 
Centre who will be assisting in promoting our event within the 
community,” she says.

The event will have three distance options - 10km, 5km 
and a 2km kids only event. Participants will run the Eastern 
Dandenong Ranges Trail between Emerald Lake Park and 
Cockatoo and it is anticipated that as many as 500 runners 
will undertake the challenge. 

Melissa is seeking sponsorship and promotional support for 
her cause from local schools, community groups and the lo-
cal business community. “I am working tirelessly to ensure this 
event will be a success,” Melissa says. 

If you would like to sponsor or get involved in any way with 
the CJD Fun Run you can get in touch with Melissa at  
cjdfunrun@gmail.com

Tickets are available online at: 
www.cjdsupport.org.au/fundraising/shop/cjd-fun-run/

MEREDITH COLE

FUN RUN FOR CJD

REACH MORE CUSTOMERS
ADVERTISE IN THE 
EMERALD MESSENGER 

ADVERTISING@EMERALDMESSENGER.COM.AU

Continued from page 1
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It was one of those grey wintery Melbourne days. You know 
the kind of day where nobody feels like smiling, least of all 
me. No particular reason just that icy wind making me want 
to huddle safe inside myself. 

So I ducked into a cafe to escape the winter blues and there 
was Tilly.

How could I resist her? Here she was at the table near me 
wearing pink pixie shoes with polka dot socks and a red dress, 
a rare bloom of colour amongst the working day blacks and 
greys. We smiled at each other and got to talking.

Tilly was proud to be a 53 year old free-thinker. I asked her 
what that meant to her. "I couldn't give a rat’s arse what 
people think about my clothing taste or any of my other 
choices - it's up to me how I live," she said laughing. 

As our conversation continued I discovered that Tilly works 
as a personal care assistant in aged care which she says is 
a role she loves despite the low pay. "Management seem to 
care more about the corporate stakeholders than the staff 
or residents but I love making the oldies laugh and seeing 
how they light up when they see that I'm on."

I told Tilly that meeting her had made me light up as well and 
she gave me a warm smiling wink in response.

Tilly's motto is taken from the pages of Oscar Wilde – "Just be 
yourself, everyone else is already taken". She enjoys dressing 

outrageously on her days off and finds it hilarious that some 
people stare disapprovingly at her clothing choices.

I was impressed by her unflinching self-respect and unique 
style. Makes you realise we should all just wear whatever 
we want and bring a bit of joy to ours and each other’s day!

I really enjoyed chatting with Tilly. She made me laugh on a 
gloomy day and inspired me to come back out of hibernation 
and initiate more chats with people despite the frosty cold.

NATALIE SWEDOSH 
www.strikeupachat.com

CHASING THE WINTER 
BLUES AWAY

COMMUNITY

Quality Onsite Repairs & Restoration.

New jewellery designed and made.

Diamond and gemstone specialists.

Engagement Rings  

Friendly and welcoming 
family business

Owners Ken & Helen 
Hunt have been at 
Monbulk Jewellers 
since 1994, assisting 
and providing quality 

services for the 
local communtiy and 

surrounds.

New jewellery designed and made • Engagement Rings 
• Diamond and gemstone specialists

Australian Argyle Pink  
Diamonds 

Quality Onsite Repairs  
& Restoration 

Tilly's pink pixie shoes helped spark a conversation
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SUSTAINABILITY

If you asked me which of the changes I have adopted in 
this journey towards zero waste has made the greatest dif-
ference to my overall wellness, it’s cleaning, hands down. 
I am not a neatness queen, far from it, but changing the 
way I clean has made an enormous change to my health. It 
greatly increased my understanding of the chemicals used 
in cleaning products, a growing understanding of what 
goes into homemade cleaners and how few products you 
actually need to keep your home clean.

The main reason I have always loathed the more heavy duty 
cleaning like the bathroom, toilet and oven is the overpower-
ing nature of the chemicals traditionally used to do such jobs. I 
have been described by medical professionals as ‘a delicate lit-
tle flower’ - meaning I am super sensitive to strong chemicals. 
Using oven cleaning products or a chlorine bleach gives me 
asthma as well as destroying my tastebuds for the rest of the 
day. Because of this sensitivity, I end up avoiding these jobs 
like the plague. But now I can clean the shower whilst I am ac-
tually having a shower! I can do all my cleaning without using 
rubber gloves and happily without an asthma attack. 

I grew up on 80s television with its constant advertisements 
for cleaning products. I set off into the world thinking all the 
branded cleaning products were absolutely necessary, rela-
tively safe to use and did a better job than anything my grand-
mother might have used. Ha! I was played. I sold old fashioned 
wisdom up the river for slick marketing campaigns. 

If you want to have a clean house without using harsh unnec-
essary chemicals then vinegar and bicarbonate of soda are 
the most important ingredients to have on hand. I buy them 
at the bulk food store in my own jars along with castille soap 
(a traditional olive oil based soap). A few essential oils are also 
important such as lavender, eucalyptus and tea tree oil. There 
are plenty of recipes for home-made cleaning products online. 

The cleaning product I make and the one I use the most is ¾ cup 
of bicarb, ¼ cup castille soap and 1 tablespoon of water. I use it to 
clean the oven and the shower. 

I had a pretty epic fail with a washing soda recipe that did 
not work in a top loading washing machine. Now I know that 
washing soda comes from heating up bicarb soda. So armed 

with this knowledge, I will continue my experimentation with 
making laundry detergent. It’s important to note that wash-
ing soda should be handled with care as it is very caustic. You 
should always wear gloves and avoid breathing in any parti-
cles when making or using this product.

I have also been putting scrap lemons in vinegar to create a 
nice smelling cleaning vinegar. I use lemon straight on taps 
and stainless steel to get a nice shine. For extra cleaning pow-
er mix lemon juice with either salt, baking soda or cream of 
tartar. Recently I have been able to get my hands on some 
clove oil which is awesome for mould. Just 1/2 teaspoon of 
100% clove oil mixed into a litre of water will remove mould, 
although some scrubbing may be required.

I haven’t bought a packaged branded cleaning product in 
two years now. I am still using the spray bottles from the last 
branded products I purchased for mixing oils and water. My 
house is cleaner than it has ever been because I always have 
the ingredients on hand and I am no longer put off the job 
because I am using natural ingredients.

MEAGHAN FREE

Natural cleaning ingredients bi carb soda and vinegar

TOWARDS ZERO

Experienced, Local & Independent 
Don’t be stressed about your next move I’ll look  

after you personally from List to SOLD  
so you’ll know what's happening all of the time. 

 

Ask me for a free no obligation  
market estimate of your house, land or acres now. 

76a Monbulk Road Kallista 
03 9755 1888  

www.kallistarealestate.com.au 

                           Contact Joseph Licciardi on 0418 509 722 
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277-287 Belgrave-Gembrook Road, Emerald will not interfere 
with the current SES operations. Having served the commu-
nity for more than 40 years, the original site is in very poor 
condition and is not large enough to support the range of im-
portant services that these volunteers provide. With only 60 
volunteers, this unit is one of the busiest in Victoria with an 
average of 900 calls for assistance every year. Calls for assis-
tance are expected to increase significantly in the local gov-
ernment areas of Cardinia and Yarra Ranges with the local 
population expected to more than double by 2030.

This is part of the Victorian Government’s $54 million invest-
ment in SES capital works in the last three years in its commit-
ment to support emergency services and ensuring they have 

the right equipment and resources to keep all Victorians safe. 
The new facility will have enough space to accommodate the 
unit’s operational requirements and will also allow for future 
growth in members and response activities.

MARY FARROW

COMMUNITY

NEW EMERALD SES FACILITIES

In early 2018, local hills resident Michael Colling-Semmens 
says he had felt lost in life, as if he had been floating along 
for the past two years. He was lacking the same sense of pur-
pose and energy he'd relied on previously to successfully run a 
national charity organisation and his decades in youth work. 

He realised that after constant travel helping others, he 
had neglected taking care of himself. This resulted in emo-
tional exhaustion and a challenging path to recovery.

After years of work making a difference in the lives of young 
people across the country, there were many fabulous ex-
periences with organisations and individuals across many 
fields which filled up his contact list. But one particular night 
whilst staring at the phone, it became clear that despite 

HEALTH & WELLBEING

these numerous, often meaningful relationships, he still 
felt isolated. Michael realised he needed to do something 
to connect with people in his community and began to 
build closer friendships and improve his mental health. 

Following a few conversations, it was clear that many 
other men and their partners also felt there was a need to 
create something which might bypass different emotional 
barriers and begin to help develop a healthier sense of self.

This was the beginning of what quickly became an online hills 
group called 'Mountain Men'. It was a simple idea to create a 
place for blokes of all ages to link up to share their experiences, 
free from any particular activity or pre-determined agenda.

Michael's experience helped fast track the establishment of 
the Mountain Men committee and begin to operate as an 
incorporated association in June 2018. The group benefits 
from the collective knowledge and skills of seven other com-
mittee members helping co-ordinate a broad range of initia-
tives. These have included games nights, backyard makeo-
vers, bike riding and a series of short seminars in Belgrave. 
Anyone interested in following the group can participate in 
the conversation or see updates via the Facebook page. 

Visit www.mountainmen.org.au for more details. The group 
have big plans for 2020 underway – stay tuned.

PHIL BYERS

MAKING CONNECTIONS THAT HELP

Continued from page 1

'Mountain Men' group founding board members. 
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As a Melbourne based not-for-profit, 3000acres is on a 
mission working with diverse stakeholders including coun-
cils and statutory bodies to enable communities to grow 
food together, regardless of where they live. Our projects 
span community gardens to composting to our annual 
Olives to Oil Harvest Festival – but they’re all focussed on 
building community resilience through food growing.  

3000acres was created to improve access to fresh, healthy 
foods in urban environments. Since 2014 our mission is to 
see more people growing more food in more places,  break-
ing down barriers to urban food growing and empowering 
people to utilise land for food production. We believe that 
by working with councils, statutory bodies and individuals 
to embrace urban agriculture, we can build healthier and 
more resilient communities for the future. 

The benefits of growing food are numerous, from improve-
ments to physical and mental health to decreased food mile-
age and wrapping. We believe that supporting urban agri-
culture empowers people to access these benefits. Urban 
agriculture refers to food growing activities in backyards, 
public spaces and small enterprises, which contributes to 
urban food security. It creates training opportunities for so-
cially isolated groups, increases sustainability and improves 
community strength in the face of climate instability. 

Our projects include co-designing and builing new communi-
ty harvest events or constructing a community compost hub.

Heading towards its third year, our Olives to Oil Harvest 
Festival encourages Melbournians to harvest their olives for 
a communal pressing into delicious local olive oil. There are 
so many unloved olive trees in Melbourne – in backyards, 
parks and on streets – and we want this resource to go to 
good use. There are only so many olives one can brine and 
presses are inaccessible to the individual, but by harvest-
ing together we are able to put in a bumper crop. In 2019 

the communal harvest processed 2495 kilos of olives which 
were provided back to the community for free. We’ll be back 
in 2020 for a bigger and better harvest.

In 2018, in partnership with Open Gardens Victoria and 
Lord Mayor's Charitable Foundation we launched the Open 
Productive Gardens of Melbourne program. We organised 
guided tours and workshops in Melbourne’s best productive 
backyards – from Footscray to Mooroolbark. By throwing 
open the gates to normally private food growing spaces, 
we worked to celebrate food growing in urban areas and 
give attendees a chance to improve their skills and gain a 
little inspiration for their own space. There are big plans for 
this project in the future – keep your eyes peeled!

Our work is diverse because we always try to respond to 
the needs of the communities we’re working with. Looking 
into the future, we see a need for more work around food 
security and empowering people with the skills to help their 
productive gardens to thrive. As a community, we have lost 
a lot of the skills that former generations grew up with such 
as seasonality or how to graft a fruit tree. Our program will 
help spread food growing knowledge rapidly and increase 
the sustainability of local community gardens. 

Visit www.3000acres.org or on social media @3000acres

MORGAN KOEGEL

ENVIRONMENT

LAND FOR GROWING 
COMMUNITY GARDENS

Community Newspapers Association Vic (CNAV) 
 
Annual Awards and Conference 2019
Saturday October 12th
at York On Lilydale, Mount Evelyn

• Open to financial CNAV members as at  
Friday September 6th

• Awards entries in by Friday September 6th

• Entries published in the period  
September 2018 to August 2019

• Conference registrations no later than Friday 
September 27th to assist in catering and organisation

Details – www.cnav.org.au
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The Pacific Crest Trail (PCT) is a 4270 km walking and equestrian 
trail that stretches from Campo California on the Mexican border 
to Manning Park in British Columbia near the US-Canadian border. 

Pacific Crest Trail

Welcome to the Sierra Nevada

Wow. The last 30 minutes I have been trying to find a more 
original word but all that comes out is wow. Wow, wow wow, 
holy moly what is this magical place!

Once you step into the Sierra you’re welcomed with crisp air 
and the fresh smell of pine trees. Everything is different and 
new. Where the desert was filled with the vast landscape of 
nothing, the Sierra is filled with trees and mountains. Lots 
and lots of mountains. And snow, and grass, and water, and 
grey rocks, and marmots, and deers, and, and, and...

All the new things are almost overwhelming and I notice that 
I don’t want to let go of the desert yet. The desert is where 
everything started, where I let go of the comforts of my home 
and became one with the trail. It became my home away 
from home. I loved the desert so much and being in the Sierra 
makes me feel I am falling in love with something new. It al-
most feels like cheating. There is nothing else I can do other 
than just move forward and I’m glad I did.

I’m surrounded with ancient majestic trees. Some have 
fallen on the ground like domino sticks, others rise tall and 
strong and some are so tiny that I can’t help but give them 
a little thought of encouragement. The amazing colours 
and shapes make the forest a top notch art gallery. I place 
my hand on the old ones in the hope they'll whisper their 
stories to me while I whisper a thank you. I can only imagine 
the things they have seen and been through. 

For weeks my views are filled with high towering snow-capped 
mountains, beautiful turquoise lakes and flat green mead-
ows that bring me tears of pure happiness and tears that 
come out of my deepest, darkest emotions. The struggles of 

TRAVEL

HIKING FOR CHANGE
climbing steep snowy 13,000ft mountains bring lots of stuff 
up in me and the relief with the breathtaking views on top 
make me release all of it. The mountains break me and re-
build me. It is amazing how much I have learned about my-
self in the past 3 weeks. How much of the past I was able to 
let go and how clear the path forward has become. Some 
days were incredibly hard and most days where filled with so 
much beauty that the struggle seems always worth it. 

The Sierra has a beauty so immense and raw that I still shake 
my head in disbelief. I hike from mountain top to mountain 
top, over snow with microspikes and ice axe and through ice 
cold rivers knowing that a mistake could mean real trouble. I 
have my mum always in the back of my head, knowing that 
if she knew she would hold me and never let me go.

And then you’ve got the animals. Some days I feel I am in a 
National Geographic documentary while I watch two coy-
otes playfully chasing each other. Other days its a Disney 
movie when I see deer grazing in the green meadows or 
walk past my tent when I just opened my eyes. For most 
days I walked around as if I am in a Bob Ross painting, his 
calming voice casually adding a little tree here and there. 

I still smile at the thought of the cheeky chipmunks and the 
marmots hopping from rock to rock as if they were playing 
catch me if you can.

While I sit here at a lake before heading into South Lake 
Tahoe I reflect on what has been the most amazing, chal-
lenging and hardest time so far. I am glad that I turned 
around on Mt Whitney because of altitude sickness. I am 
glad that I brought an ice axe as it made me feel safer on 
the icy slopes. I am glad that I allowed my feelings to come 
to the surface and I am glad that I allowed myself to cry, 
scream and sometimes just to let myself be.

I am glad for the struggles as they brought me to the most 
beautiful place I have ever been. I am glad that even now, 
while I sit here and write this, tears are filling my eyes as all 
these hard and beautiful moments will soon be memories 
to never forget.

While I have moments of self-doubt and self-hate because I 
let myself believe that I should be better/faster, deep down 

Series continued from July edition
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I know that what I am doing is pretty awesome. The fact 
that I’m surrounded by people that started around the 
same day shows me that I’m doing just fine. The people 
on trail and off trail are just as awesome as at the begin-
ning and meeting new people has opened my eyes to new 
things, which I am super grateful for.

And yes, I do have moments where I want to quit, or where I 
don’t want to eat oatmeal anymore or just don’t want to get 
up out of my tent for another day of hiking. I have noticed 
that the days before the full moon are the most challenging. 
A few days ago I stood still on the path while I was climbing a 
mountain, thinking to turn around, to really turn around and 
go back home. To be with my partner who I love so much. 
To go back to do the work I love to do so much. To sit on my 
comfy couch. Then a second later I remembered there are 
new shoes waiting in town, so I start walking forward again. 
And without me really noticing I keep on going.

It is time for a new part of the PCT and I’m happy to move 
forward and away from the snow. Northern California is the 
next chapter, something I don’t know much about. I have 
gotten a little taste over the last few days and I am lik-
ing what I’m seeing. The terrain is easier, the mountains 
less steep and the flowers are in abundance. A week back 
I passed the 1000miles/1600km mark and somewhere in 
Northern California I will pass the halfway point. 

I don’t really know what is ahead of me, I guess I will just 
keep on walking, day in, day out, just like the past two and 
half months. This time I leave town with new shoes and 
that makes me a happy feet hiker :)

Much love  - happy feet

DUTCHIE BERGMAN 

Photos: Dutchie Bergman

297 Belgrave-Gembrook Road, Emerald

Automotive service & repairs
4WD –CARS –PETROL –DIESEL 5968 6031
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The David Malin Awards are Australia’s most prestigious as-
trophotography awards. This year the award ceremony was 
held on the eve of the 50th anniversary of the Apollo 11 Moon 
landing, beneath the CSIRO Parkes Radio Telescope, affec-
tionately known as ‘The Dish’.

“It’s been such a perfect day sharing the moon landing anni-
versary at the best location with good friends and great peo-
ple - it really couldn't have got any better. We just watched a 
'live' rebroadcast of the lunar walk exactly 50 years later, as 
received by Parkes Observatory! Today has been such a thrill!” 
says local photographer Neil Creek speaking from NSW.

Neil's image depicting an elderly man passing the glow-
ing Moon to a young girl won this year's themed section – 
‘Memories of Apollo’. The winning photo features his father 
and his niece and illustrates that the Moon landing is as sig-
nificant now as it was 50 years ago. 

MEREDITH COLE

LUNAR LINK
SCIENCE

Neil Creek's award winning photo 'Memories of Apollo'

Photos: Neil Creek

Photo: Heike ReichDavid Malin Award winners for astrophotography

Neil with Saskia Sigrunn and Heike Reich  
from Mount Burnett Observatory
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I recently had the opportunity to dine at Le Voltaire in 
Belgrave and listen to some live music. Fortunately I was 
able to have an excellent chat with the chef and owner 
Michael Jaeger. Of course we talked about wine, food and 
music! Michael described his restaurant more as a bistro 
and wine bar that specialised in French fare.  Naturally I felt 
this might interest some readers of the Emerald Messenger, 
and so voila!

It was a cold and windy Monday evening when we entered 
le restaurant Francais and we were greeted warmly by staff 
and offered a choice of seats. Duplicity, a music duo were 
playing at the back of the restaurant and the sounds of 
their instruments and vocals filled the space nicely. The vol-
ume and style of music was not too loud and we were able 
to converse comfortably whilst enjoying the ambience.

We ordered a full three course dinner which included oys-
ters Espagnole, rib eye, medallions de boeuf and creme 
brulee for dessert.  The oysters were delicious, warm and 
not overly done as you never really want to cook the oys-
ters.  The rib eye steak was generous in size and was nicely 
complemented with my choice of sauce - mushroom.  My 

partner had the medallions and if one had to compare the 
two main meat dishes, this would probably receive the rec-
ommendation as it was wonderfully tender and tasty.  The 
dessert was classic French fare, the glazing offering a nice 
texture atop the softer sweet custard. It was not too sweet 
and the serving size suitable to share between two, if you 
like to share!

A well stocked cellar provided a very wide range of wines 
with even the least expensive wines offering substance 
and quality. We started off with aperitifs - Campari with 
orange; then some French Kronenbourg beer which we 
felt complemented the meat dishes nicely. We finished the 
evening off with espresso coffees.  For those inclined, I’m 
sure you could spend a lot of time experimenting with the 
various wines on offer.

Le Voltaire opened its Belgrave doors in 2014 and started 
including music the following year, initially music was only 
offered on Sundays, however this soon changed to music 
on Monday evenings as departure from a growing trend for 
Sunday night entertainment. Live acoustic music is now of-
fered every Monday, starting at 7pm.

You are welcome at this Belgrave bistro and wine bar when 
music is provided without having to dine as there are am-
ple choices for drinks including coffee at the bar. There is no 
cover charge, however, table bookings are recommended. 
You can make bookings by calling them on (03) 9754 7007. 
Le Voltaire is open for dinner from 6pm seven nights a week 
and they are located on the main street of Belgrave, 1677 
Burwood Highway, near the Commonwealth Bank.

Overall, Le Voltaire is a fine place to enjoy French cui-
sine with company, located conveniently in the hills of 
Melbourne. While any evening would be suitable, I particu-
larly recommend Mondays due to the added ambience of 
music, of which as you might know, I am a huge fan. Enjoy!

JOSE GARCIA

Howard Elston from Green Home Build Australia shares 
experience gained from building three 'green homes' on a 
suburban block in Ringwood East.

The first of these homes will be open for Sustainable House 
Day in September this year.

There will be a presentation on Wednesday September 4th 
at 10am at the Emerald Library covering what Howard has 
learned in four main areas:

• Opportunities to create a more sustainable design us-
ing passive solar design principles and tools such as BESS 
(Built Environment Sustainability Scorecard).

• Ideas for alternative construction techniques (eg reclaimed 

timber, solar powered worksite) and sustainable building 
materials (eg Timbercrete).

• Performance of an 8.2 Star rated home with temperature 
monitoring since November 2018.

• Lessons learned from living in a sustainable home.

Although the presentation focuses on building a new home, 
there are concepts which can be applied to upgrading or 
renovating existing homes.

PETER COOK

Dandenong Ranges Renewable Energy Association 
www.drrea.org.au

FRENCH CUISINE AND MUSIC IN THE HILLS!
ARTS & CULTURE

Le Voltaire Bistro Francais, Burwood Hwy, Belgrave

EMBEDDING SUSTAINABILITY INTO NEW HOME DESIGNS
ARTS & CULTURE
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If you’re looking for something to fill a winter’s weekend, 
whether for camping or just a day out, why not take a 
look at Kurth Kiln Regional Park just 7km north east of 
Gembrook. The park is famous for its charcoal kiln which 
was built in 1941-42 by the Forrest Commission of Victoria 
in response to World War II fuel shortages. 

By mid 1942 the kiln was in full production and was the only 
commercially sized kiln of its kind in Victoria which could 
operate continuously. However by 1943 its use had be-
come intermittent partly due to its distant location from 
Melbourne but also because other private operators had 
begun producing charcoal to meet the fuel shortage. Not 
long after this, the kiln was closed. Seventy seven years 
later it still stands, with its water wheel, next to the cottag-
es which had housed its workers and their families. Today 
Kurth Kiln is considered historically and scientifically signifi-
cant and is maintained by Parks Victoria. 

Next to the kiln site is a dog friendly (dogs must be on leads at 
all times) camping ground and a picnic area. There are also bike 
riding, horse riding and walking tracks throughout the park. 

The Tomahawk Creek Circuit is a 2km track just a short 
walk from the camping ground and is graded as an easy 
walk (30 minutes return). Thornton Walk Track, also a 2km 
walk, starts from Kurth Kiln Picnic Ground and follows the 
north and then the east side of the Tomahawk Creek re-
turning via Scout Loop Track.

A short drive away is the Ship Rock Falls picnic area which 
offers a 300m (10 minute return) easy walk down to the 
falls which flow over weathered slabs of granite.

Mountain bike riding can be done on the dirt roads as well 
as the shared horse / walk / bicycle tracks. The park has 
plenty of tracks for horses to use and along Scout Loop 
Track there is plenty of room for horse float parking to load 
and unload horses safely.

Kurth Kiln Regional Park is a great place to get away for a 
day or a weekend. Whether for camping, picnicking, walk-
ing, horse riding or mountain biking you will find beauti-
ful walks and trails, waterfalls, and a fascinating piece of 
Australian war history – all just 1 hour from Melbourne.

KIRSTY HALL

Emerald Messenger Photographer
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Building community resilience to disasters is promoted in 
the literature as a means for communities to mitigate, cope 
with and recover from disasters. Certainly, the volume of 
international research supporting community participation 
and community directed actions before, during and after 
disasters is growing. 

The National Strategy for Disaster Resilience [NSDR] char-
acterises resilient communities as having strong disaster 
mitigation strategies, strong social capacity, networks and 
self-reliance. Non-profit organisations [NPOs] demon-
strate many of the characteristics that define a disaster 
resilient community. However, this thesis’s first literature 
review provided little indication of these groups being in-
volved in emergency management [EM] planning or resil-
ience building exercises. 

NPOs are organisations that do not operate for individual 
members’ profit but rather to achieve the organisation’s 
purpose. Community groups such as Lions Clubs, Rotary 
Clubs and Neighbourhood Houses have long, independent 
histories, and while not established in response to or spe-
cifically for disasters, they have often been heavily involved 
in communities recovering from disasters.

The primary research question was ‘What is the potential role 
of nonprofit organisations in building community resilience 
to disasters?’ The approach was an applied research pro-
ject; using resilience theory in the disaster setting, the Sendai 
Framework for disaster risk reduction and social capital theory 
as the conceptual frameworks to guide the process and ana-
lyse results. Qualitative research methods were used, identify-
ing themes and using case studies to illustrate organisation 
actions, strengths, barriers and enablers in the disaster con-
text. Lions Clubs, Rotary Clubs and Neighbourhood Houses 
Victoria were the subjects of the case studies. 

This thesis established that NPOs are currently contribut-
ing many actions and strengths to their local communities 
in disaster situations. Critically, NPOs strengths were recog-
nised by both EM and NPO stakeholders interviewed, and 
included: local knowledge, community connections and mo-
tivated volunteers that offered creative solutions to issues. 
These NPO strengths were found to enhance community 
resilience in the disaster setting. Actions have included pro-
viding quick access to local assets, providing physical assis-
tance such as water, toilets, food, clean up, shelter, contribut-
ing through communicating community needs, through to 
contributing long term recovery actions lasting years.

However, many NPOs were frustrated, they just wanted to 
help but barriers blocked their effective participation. While 
there are barriers to NPO activities the thesis identified 
possible enablers to resolve many of these barriers, specifi-
cally to build disaster resilience into the funded mandate of 
NPOs and incorporate NPOs into the EM operating struc-
ture. Having a properly recognised, legitimate ‘seat at the 
table’ is an essential first step to building NPOs’ strengths 
into disaster resilient communities.

My examination of EM policy documents across the sec-
tor identified policies encouraging community engage-
ment and highlighting its significance in building commu-
nity resilience. The thesis used social capital approaches to 
support the EM sector’s moves toward ‘engagement’ and 
encourage ‘empowerment’ of community activities, before, 
during and after disaster events. 

I interviewed 30 people and I am sincerely grateful for their 
time and input and for the senior officers of their organisa-
tions who enabled my access to their organisations’ mem-
bers and employees.

This thesis contributes to the evidence base of this space 
by enhancing understanding and recognition of NPOs and 
their contribution or potential contribution to community 
resilience to disasters. The value of NPO actions is estimat-
ed as significant. Deepening our understanding of these 
organisations assists in finding ways to facilitate their dis-
aster resilience activities and place them more effectively 
within EM strategic processes. Used effectively as the sig-
nificant community asset that they are, these organisa-
tions would generate savings in disaster recovery spend-
ing and hasten their community’s recovery from disasters. 
There is significant profit in non-profits.

FIONA ROBERTS

Prior to her studies in disaster resilience at 
Monash University and in the non-profit sec-
tor, Fiona spent more than 20 years as a busi-
ness strategist.  She is keen to see the oppor-
tunities identified in her PhD implemented to 
help enhance community disaster resilience. 

Complete thesis – bit.ly/wejustwanttohelp

WE JUST WANT TO HELP 
COMMUNITY

NHV in Morwell bringing people together for a briefing during the 
Hazelwood Mine Fire.

PHONE : 5968 4463 | TEXT: 0425 859 183
2/11 Kilvington Drive, EMERALD VIC 3782 11
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Term 3 
(July 15th -  Sept 20th 2019) 

Semester 2 
Short course programs, children’s 
programs, local events, venue hire, 
activities & community projects 

Supporting Local Community 
Enterprise Zone: 

Strengthening new opportunities 
for local business development, 
training pathways, volunteering 
and pathways to employment 

Office open  
Monday - Friday 

9am - 4pm 
(During School Terms) 

All Welcome 
please come in  

& say hello 

 Our Vision is to be a place where connections are made and opportunities are realised.  
Our Mission is to consistently meet the needs of the community by providing  

quality community development activities, programs and services. 

Program Guide 
Free Access to The Age online! 

Have you heard the news? Library members now have ac-
cess to The Age newspaper daily, which can be accessed 
anywhere anytime.

This means you can now view a whopping 13 years of The 
Age online for FREE through Casey Cardinia Libraries.

You just need a library card number and you can get read-
ing from home!

But wait, there’s more! 

Library members can also now access PressReader with 
over 7,000 newspapers and magazines from around the 
world, including top Australian magazine titles.

That’s right, members now access an endless stream of 
news and magazines all for FREE! 

To get started, visit Emerald Library or give us a ring for 
more information. 

Sisters in Crime Australia presents Vikki Petraitis 

Vikki Petraitis has been writing crime books for nearly two 
decades. Her book on Frankston serial killer, Paul Denyer 
has become a classic in the genre.  She asks: Why do peo-
ple do what they do? What is the human cost when people 
choose the wrong path? 

Join Vikki as she shares her experience as a true crime writer, 
and hear about her new collection ‘Inside the Law: 25 Years 
of True Crime Writing’. Books will be available for purchase. 

Saturday August 10th, 1pm to 2pm

Bookings essential

Emerald writing & critique group

Are you writing a novel or short story? 

Do you want a supportive community group to workshop 
content and ideas, share stories and motivate each other?

Come along to the new community group for writers in 
Emerald and surrounds.

Wednesday 6 - 7.30pm (Fortnightly) at the Emerald Library

No bookings required, any genres welcome

Branching out 

To celebrate Family History Month, join members of the 
Narre Warren and District Family History Group our Local 
History Librarian, Heather Arnold, for a morning of fam-
ily and local history.  Ask us a question about your family 
history or local history. We also want to collect informa-
tion and images, so come along and tell us what you know 
about your area from the past. If you want to share your 
photos, we can scan them on the spot and return the origi-
nal to you straight away. 

Wednesday August 14th, 10am to 1pm

Bookings essential

Digital drop in

Need help with your smart phone, camera or other device? 
Every Tuesday from 2.30-3.30, drop in to the library to get 
some help with the basics. Bookings not required.

Emerald library public book group

Second Monday of the month

10.30am-11.30am

Looking to expand your reading and meet other book lov-
ers? Join us at our book group! 

Each month, members catch up to discuss a different title, 
provided by the library. We laugh, share stories and swap 
recommendations.  

Baby rhyme time 

Join other new mums, dads and carers and learn about the 
importance of singing and reading to your baby. Discover 
songs and rhymes that babies love and learn about books 
your baby will enjoy.

Best for ages 0-12 months.

Wednesdays 2.00-2.30pm

Pre-school storytime

Storytime introduces children  to a wide range of books, 
stimulates new ideas and interests, helps develop language 
skills and provides a chance to socialise.

Pre-schoolers aged 3-5 years.

Thursdays 11.15am – 12 noon

Tinies Time

Babies and toddlers love books with textures and colour 
and being moved to the rhythm of stories, songs or rhymes.  
They love being close to you and to other babies. Come and 
dance, sing, rhyme and play at the library!

Best for babies and toddlers up to age 3.

Fridays 11.15 – 11.45am

JESSICA NICHOLS 
Emerald Library Team Leader

ARTS & CULTURE

EMERALD LIBRARY AUGUST

E-Waste Drop-Off collection point at Emerald Library
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Membership Fees 
$10 for individuals and $15 for families applies to all users accessing any of the services/programs at 
Emerald Community House (ECH).  The membership fee is an annual fee from January to December and 
goes towards House facilities and maintenance, community grant support, insurance, free community wifi 
and other house expenses. Further details www.emeraldcommunityhouse.org.au  
 

Course Enrolment  
Enrolment/membership forms are available at the office or online www.emeraldcommunityhouse.org.au. 
Course cancellations may occur if minimum class numbers aren’t achieved. Terms/Conditions are also 
online. NOTE: Course times and activity details are correct as at time of printing, but may be subject to 
change at the discretion of management. 

Membership, Course Enrolment Details & Conditions 

The Dig In Community Café is an ECH initiative to promote community 
volunteering, job skills and connections. ECH practises community dining 
as an exercise in preparedness and community engagement. Run by 
community volunteers under the House Manager, The Dig In Community 
Café provides a range of volunteer opportunities including menu planning, 
food preparation, cooking, venue setting, set-up, pack up and dishwashing.  
Donations are kindly accepted to keep the café going. 
 

Volunteers and diners all enjoy a fun night and it’s a great outlet to make 
new friends and eat together around the community table. This takes place 
on the last Friday of every month, unless otherwise advertised. Other  
community groups are encouraged to get involved and run a Dig In 
Community dining event of their own.  
 

Volunteers and food donations always welcome! 

 
Thank you to all of our Dig In Community Café regular sponsors (Emerald Woolworths,  
Emerald Bakery & Cockatoo Bakery) and our wonderful team of volunteers! 
 

Dates: Friday July 26th, August 30th & September 27th 
Venue: ECH Hall  
Time: 6-8pm 

Dig In Community Cafe 

The Dig in Community Café is one of a collection of programs recognised by Monash/EMV Resilience 
Compendium in Victoria and EMV’s Community Resilience Framework 

 Funds raised from market stall fees support the 
Emerald Community House not-for profit to 

continue running events, programs & community 
development projects 

2019 Winter Markets 

Sunday 9am-2pm August 18th 

2019 Spring/Summer Markets 

Sunday 9am-3pm September 15th 

Sunday 9am-3pm October 20th 

Sunday 9am-3pm November 17th 

Friday   3pm-8pm December 6th 

(Twilight Market in Puffing Billy Park) 

Sunday 9am-3pm December 15th 

Variety of Stalls 

Clothing  
Jewellery 
Community Groups 
Drinks / Food 
Fresh Produce 
Gifts & Handcrafts 
Health 
Soy candles  
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Emerald Wellbeing Group - FREE 
Course Code WP  With Karen Jinnette & Dianne Edwards  
 
Our popular and innovative program provides a diverse and fun environment for people to 
engage in various physical and intellectual activities that can improve quality of health and 
wellbeing. The program takes place in an environment that includes carers to develop friendships, receive 
support from the group and develops a network with a variety of people and age groups. 
 

We offer a range of structured fun activities to improve general wellbeing  directed at people over 50.  
There is a focus on providing people with an opportunity to get together for social gatherings, informal 
discussions as well as providing valuable information.  Carers who support loved ones, must attend 
together and are welcome.Our program is coordinated by volunteers & currently funded by ECH. 
 

Dates:  Tuesday July 16th - September 17th (10 weeks) 
Time & Venue:  9:30am - 11:30am, Emerald RSL 
 

Yoga To Suit Everyone 
 

Are you finding it hard to find a yoga class that suits you because you have a knee problem?  
Maybe the downward facing dog is not comfortable because you have high blood pressure.  
This yoga class is geared towards everybody's needs. You still get a stretch and a workout, while doing 
what you CAN do. Beginners are welcome. 
 

Contact Lisa: 0438 097 475 
$180 for 10 classes 
10% discount for seniors 

Health & Wellbeing 
QiGong for Health & Healing 
Course Code QG With Maxine Gardner 
 
QIGONG, (chi gong), from which Tai Chi originated, uses the same principles of combining breath-work, 
movement and stillness to improve the quality of life on all levels. The purpose of these ancient exercises 
is to seek stillness (relaxation) in movement (chaos). Bringing these aspects into balance will  help to 
provide participants with practical tools for coping with the daily stresses of everyday life. QiGong can 
improve flexibility, balance, and coordination. It can be beneficial for arthritis, recovering from surgery or 
illness. Or it can simply help those who wish to enjoy the practice of a beautiful and gentle way of being, 
contributing to their health at the same time. Please bring water & a blanket. 

Dates:  Thursday July 18th - Sept 19th ( 8 weeks) No class July 25th & Sept 12th 
Time & Venue:  7pm - 8:30pm, ECH Hall 
Course Fee:  $132 (inc GST)  Casual class fee $22 (inc GST) 

Information Technology 

Computers (Day Sessions)   
Course Code CD   With Donna Asling  
 
Learn all about the ins and outs of your computer in a supportive environment. Work at your own pace, 
guided by the tutor to help you learn what you need to know and are interested in such as simple 
documents, email and communicating through the internet. As your confidence grows learn about 
spreadsheets, inserting pictures or creating data bases. Participants can choose from Microsoft Windows 
operating system and Microsoft Office Suite (including Word, PowerPoint, Excel) and more. 
 

Dates:  Wednesday 24th July - September 11th (8 weeks) 
Time & Venue: 12:30pm - 3pm, ECH Meeting Room 
Course Fee:  $70 (including material & amenities fees)   
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Heritage Fruit Trees ‘The Basics’ 
Course Code HF  With Peter Allen 
 
This class covers the basics about the species, variety selection, grafting and rootstock selection for your 
conditions. Grafting techniques for new trees will be explored as well as grafting on to your existing trees. 
Opportunity to tour 1000+ varieties onsite. Free book provided. Please your bring lunch. 
 

Date:   Sunday August 11th (1 session)       
Time & Venue:   10am - 4pm, Telopea Mountain Permaculture, 134 Invermay Road, Monbulk 
Course Fee:     $104.50 (inc GST)  

How to Propagate Rootstocks   New in 2019 
Course Code PR  With Peter Allen 

Learn how to propagate rootstocks at home or commercially for apple, pear, cherry, plum and many more. 
Please bring your lunch. 

Date:   Sunday September 15th (1 session) 
Time & Venue:   10am - 4pm, Telopea Mountain Permaculture, 134 Invermay Road, Monbulk 
Course Fee:   $104.50 (inc GST) 

Winter vs Summer Pruning 
Course Code DOB With Peter Allen 

Tips and tricks to reduce workload, reduce disease entry and create fruit or rejuvenate old trees. Focus on 
the advantages of pruning at the correct time to control disease, fruit and tree size. We also look at how to 
get the right tree first, so reducing the workload for the next 50 years of fruiting. Please bring your lunch. 

Date:  Sunday August 25th (1 session) 
Time & Venue:  10am - 4pm, Telopea Mountain Permaculture, 134 Invermay Road, Monbulk 
Course Fee:    $104.50 (inc GST)  

Garden & Environment 

Magic You - Uncover Your Hidden Success 
Course Code MU With Jan-Leigh Matchett   

This workshop is designed to reveal 6 keys to your Hidden Success Formula, opening up the pathway to 
a life full of new possibilities. 

Uncover Your Hidden Success Formula, embrace these life changing principles and add them to 
your Life Empowerment Toolbox. Be prepared to place the power back in your hands, and Reshape 
Your Future to really make a difference in areas of your life, that matter most. This powerful wisdom will 
help you navigate life even more successfully with more courage, happiness and optimism. 

Magic YOU is powerful, inspiring and fun. You may never look at your world the same way again!  

Each attendee will receive a free gift, titled ‘10 Dynamite Success Principles’ 

 
Date:     Wednesday August 21st - September 25th (6 sessions)    
Time & Venue:     12.30pm - 2pm, ECH Hall 
Course Fee:    $88 (inc GST)  

Life Skills 
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Literacy for Adults with a Disability   
Course Code ALFA    With Dianne Edwards  
 
This course is geared for those who will benefit from basic numeracy and literacy skills in a small friendly 
group environment. Using fun and interactive methods, students will  also increase their confidence and 
abilities to work in a group. 
 

Dates: Monday July 15th - September 16th (10 weeks) 
Time & Venue: 9:30am - 11:30am, ECH Hall 
Course Fee: $80  

Everyday Literacy through Cooking 
Course Code ALTC     With Sharyn Thomas  
 

Participants will learn literacy, numeracy and food handling skills through practical cooking demonstrations 
and preparing their own recipes, incorporating the 5 food groups. Ideal for those with special needs, 
participants will learn the fundamentals of food safety and handling including use and sanitising of 
equipment, preparation and storage of ingredients and  storage of food types including dairy, dry goods, 
fruit and vegetables, meat, seafood and poultry.  
 

Hygiene procedures, identifying and preventing high risks and handling of waste items will be covered to 
provide safe practices and increase work place skills. Participants will  also make up their own recipe 
book, using their literacy and numeracy skills while they learn how to prepare and cook  a meal to take 
home and share. 
 

Dates: Monday July 15th - September 16th (10 weeks) 
Time & Venue: 12:30pm - 2:30pm, ECH Hall & Kitchen 
 

Dates: Tuesday July 16th - September 17th (10 weeks) 
Time & Venue: 1pm - 3pm, ECH Hall & Kitchen 
Course Fee: $80 each term, including materials & amenities fees 
Materials: Special dietary needs - add $20 

Literacy & Numeracy 

Developing your Skills for the Workplace 
Course Code DYSW  With Sharyn Thomas  
 

Ideal for those with special needs, participants will learn a variety of natural and environmental crafts that 
interest them such  as making soaps, recycled paper and cards and how to present them for sale.  
Students will run their own market stall at the Emerald Market to sell their creative works and gain 
confidence within a community environment. The money raised goes back into the group and community 
by funding for activities for special needs groups.  We have two groups running. 
 

Dates:  Tuesday July 16th - September 17th (10 weeks) 
Time & Venue:  10am - 12pm, ECH Hall Kitchen 
Course Fee:  $80 (including materials and amenities fees) 

Workplace Skills  

Is there a course that you would like to run and have skills or experience in a particular subject? 
 

We are always looking for local people who have a skill or experience which could translate into an adult 
education course, workshop or community enterprise.  See details on our website for course ideas. 
 
Volunteers needed at ECH for Tuesday class; Developing your Skills for the Workplace 
 

   Enquiries: emhouse@iinet.net.au or 5968 3881    

Opportunities to Become a Tutor 
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Book Writers’ Workshop 
Course Code WW  With Heather Ellis 
 
Ever wanted to write that book? Make a start? This course will take you through the steps of writing a 
book, promoting it, getting it published and finding out about attending literary festivals and events around 
the world. Of special interest is the memoir - a historical account or biography from personal knowledge. 
Heather Ellis, author of  the acclaimed  memoir, “Ubuntu”, will take you down your memory lane and help 
you to collect your thoughts and get them organised. This course will run for two semesters to allow 
enough time to finish your book hopefully by the end of the year. 
 

Dates:                   Wednesdays TBA (5 sessions) 
Time & Venue:      7pm - 9pm, ECH Meeting Room  
Course Fees:        $80 (including materials & amenities fees) 

Developing your Writing Skills 
Course Code DYWS   With Maria Millers 
 
Would you like to develop your writing skills further, become an author, a literary critic or write moving 
editorials?  In this course, while exploring different literary works and sharing your creative writing, you will 
be introduced to a range of creative writing techniques that will help to develop your own personal writing 
skills. This is a supportive atmosphere headed by a skilled teacher with some students already published 
or going on to be successful authors. You can too, starting with this course. 
 

Dates:  Friday July 26th  - Sep 13th (8 weeks) 
Time & Venue:  12:30pm - 3pm, ECH Meeting Room 
Course Fee: $50 (including material & amenities fees) 

Arts & Culture 

Introduction to Sustainable Design Practices  
Course Code ISDP   With Adam Byron-Thomsen   
 
Have you ever wanted to start your own sustainability project? Re-design your garden, kickstart a 
community group, provide a local service or create a partnership to deliver sustainable outcomes? Join 
this course to realise your ideas. You will be guided in planning an achievable project, make meaningful 
community connections and explore possibilities through discussion, activities and site visits. Join today 
and engage in the challenges and opportunities that your future may hold. 
 

Dates:     Thursdays August 22nd, 29th & September 5th, 12th & 19th (continues in Term 4) 
Time & Venue:     7 - 9pm, ECH Meeting Room 
Course Fee:    $80 (includes 10 sessions) 

Sustainability 

Dandenong Ranges Repair Café  

Come along to the next session on Sunday August 18th from 9am-11am at the Emerald 
Community House during the monthly market. Meet others interested in sustainability projects. 
Volunteers helpers are encouraged to come along and join the team. 
www.dandenongrangesrepaircafe.community    facebook.com/dandenongrangesrepaircafe 

Tax Help volunteers help people with simple tax matters and tell clients whether they need to lodge a tax 
return. Tax Help is a free & confidential service provided by local ATO-trained and accredited volunteers.  

Low income earners who earn approx $60,000 or less per year and have straightforward tax affairs are 
eligible to use this service. Available by appointment until 31st October 2019. Phone 5968 3881 to book. 

 

Tax Help 
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Provide CPR (Course Code HLTAID001) 
 

Covering both the knowledge requirements and practical skills required to perform CPR on an 
infant / adult, the use of an AED, and the requirements for providing an incident/injury report.    

Date: Saturday September 14th 
Time & Venue: 9.30am - 11.30am, ECH Hall 
Course Fee: $70 per person inc GST (All prices also include ECH admin fees) 

 

Provide First Aid - Includes CPR  (Course Code HLTAID003 - Blended Delivery) 
 

The ability to deliver first aid can often mean the difference between life and death. Practical 
competencies in class, includes theory and assessments to be completed at home first.  

Date: Saturday September 14th 
Time & Venue: 9.30am - 1.30pm, ECH Hall  
Course Fee: $154 per person inc GST (All prices also include ECH admin fees) 

Workplace Skills 

Hospitality Work Ready Training - includes RSA* (Course Code HT) 
 

The Hospitality Work Ready Training is an accredited Work Skills program conducted over 
one day. It is aimed at providing participants the skills to be Work Ready to gain employment 
in the hospitality industry. Learn the fundamental skills to build your knowledge of the industry. Experience 
an insight into the professional operation of a commercial kitchen. Develop skills required to work in the 
ever expanding hospitality sector. 
 

Skills covered in practical training & upon completion of workbook participants will achieve; 
SITXFSA001  Use hygienic practices for food safety 
SITHFAB002 Responsible Service of Alcohol (RSA) 

Date:  Saturday TBA 
Time & Venue:  9am - 4pm, ECH Hall 
Administration Fee:  $75 

* Please note: Individuals cannot be enrolled if they are currently studying as secondary students due to extra conditions for 
eligibility of participants for the Hospitality Training course. Please discuss any queries with the ECH Coordinator to confirm. 

Introduction to Travel and Tourism  
Course Code ITT     With Janette Connell  
 
Ever thought of combining your love of travel into a career? What is involved? Can you work from 
home? What are the options?  
 
Explore the tourism industry and identify what skills are required, whether you want to pursue a career or 
manage boutique travel interests like tours, group travel or develop a local tourism business of your own. 
 

Enquiry:   Email emhouse@iinet.net.au for the start dates for both courses 

Travel & Tourism 

Introduction to Working in the Wine Industry  
Course Code IWW   With Janette Connell  
 
Interested in wine making varietals and what grows in our area?  With the Yarra Valley right next 
door, you can look into working close to home with a commute through one of the most beautiful areas in 
Victoria. Why not combine with Intro to Travel and Tourism? An ideal starter course if you are seeking 
employment in a wine tasting venue, hospitality industry or pursue a career or further study in viticulture. 
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Out-of-School Hours (OOSH) care 
 
Emerald Community House is a registered licensed childcare provider operating an OOSH program for 
each weekday and supervises travel between Emerald Primary School to ECH. The program is self-
funded by ECH as a community enterprise. 
 

A substantial and nutritious breakfast and afternoon tea is provided within the cost of the program. Fun 
activities include arts & crafts, books, board games, outdoor activities, games and lots more. Laptop 
computers and internet access are also available to use for homework. 
 

 
 

Morning - 6:30am - 9am  $18 per child 
Afternoon - 3:30pm - 6:30pm  $20 per child 

‘Bean Sprouts’ Playgroup  
Facilitator: Adam Byron-Thomsen 
 
Our facilitated playgroup has a focus on sustainable practices and naturally fun activities. Sourcing 
recycled materials, feeding the worm farm, recycled paper mache fun, planting and playing in edible 
garden spaces and making craft from natural materials teaches kids about our environment from the start. 
This playgroup is the perfect introduction to our suite of childcare programs. Small children practise the 
fine art of getting along with others & trying new ways to play.  
A regular playgroup can be great for mums, dads, grandparents and caregivers too, especially if they are 
new to the community and want to meet other parents with children.  
 
Call to secure a place and join in having fun with your little ones as they explore the world. 
 

Dates:   Thursday July 18th - September 19th (10 weeks)  
Time & Venue: 9:30am - 11:30am, ECH Child Care 
Term Fee: $65 

Children’s Programs 

Occasional Childcare 
Emerald Community House is a registered licensed childcare provider operating an affordable community 
based program. Occasional childcare is available on Monday, Tuesday (3 yr old +), Wednesday & Friday.  
 

Sessions for 6mths - 5 year olds (Monday, Wednesday, Friday)    
9:30am - 2:30pm  $40 per child 
 
‘Kidzplay’ - 3 year old & over (Tuesdays) 
9:30am - 2:30pm  $45 per child 
 
Kidzplay includes Spanish session run by Pilar Nesvara from ‘Global Kids’ which strengthe 
children’s reading, writing and mathematic development and through diverse cultural experiences. 
Inspires imagination, compassion, empathy and builds a sense of belonging.  
 
NEW Childcare Casual rate:  $10 per hour, per child (minimum 2hrs) 

Our play & learning program offers lots of 
fun, love and social activities. Special 
experiences are provided each day, taking 
into account the children’s natural interests, 
and designed to promote their social, 
physical, intellectual, language and 
emotional development. 

See Page 29 for Special Offer



23

EMERALD MESSENGER — AUGUST 2019

MEMOIR

Emerald U3A laments the recent loss of Joy Southall at 93 
years of age, after delighting her friends with her enjoy-
ment of literature and poetry over the years. Her courage 
and endurance, humour and dignity sustained her through-
out an eventful life of adventure and of loss. 

My car seats were lowered to make room for her walking 
frame as I drove her from U3A, past her former front gate 
in Old Emerald Road, to her last home just off Old Emerald 
Road. On that slope above Parson Jack’s Gully that runs 
through Wards Reserve she raised her four children after 
World War II. Her convulsive laughter when I asked how she 
met her writer husband, Ivan Southall, is a vivid memory.

She had been evacuated away from her English family 
and after leaving school found work in photography. Ivan 
Southall, a successful writer from childhood, was claimed 
by the army and trained at 18 in mapping, tracking and 
maths, leading to a transfer to England and the RAAF. Joy 
met his eyes for the first time when her work entailed de-
livering photographs to his office. As she turned and took a 
couple of steps to leave, she felt some impedance.

‘Did you know you’d dropped something?’ Ivan asked po-
litely. She looked down to see what it was. Her fine French 
satin and lace panties were confining her ankles.

Their friendship soon grew and deepened, leading inevita-
bly to their marriage. Ivan spent some time in England writ-
ing war history. However his yearning for a life that allowed 
him to write his own stories led him to the Dandenongs, 
where he bought a pioneer cottage on Old Emerald Road.

This was hardly what Joy was used to. 

Of course there were plans to build but she faced child-
rearing here with no facilities whatsoever. There was not 
even a bathroom. To bathe she had to boil up water in the 
outside laundry shed and fit herself in the concrete double 
trough, with her knees over the division. She was not pre-
pared, however when the Methodist minister came unex-
pectedly looking for his lay preacher, which task Ivan had 
now assumed. Nor did she expect that after knocking in 
vain on the front door, he would go searching for Ivan and 
stick his head around the shed door. I suspect it took her 
quite some time to be able to laugh at that memory.

Eventually Ivan’s success took away the need for growing 
food and finding other work. Joy supported him through 
the hours, days and weeks he spent living his books. Stories 
inspired by his time in the air force now gave way to writing 
about the life around him and within.

When Joy’s mother visited from England the children 
begged for a séance during which she told Ivan exactly 
what distances in which directions he should take to find 

the old, hidden gold diggings. Next morning he gave in to 
the children’s insistence and cleared a way through dense 
bush regrowth and was somewhat astonished to find him-
self standing at the top of a partly filled shaft.

Joy now had time to wonder whether she had married a 
market gardener, a writer, or a gold miner. The writing urge 
won and he filled in the shaft. For twenty years Joy faith-
fully carried out the duties of wife and mother while he clos-
eted himself away turning the people and places he knew 
into stories.

I first encountered these stories from Old Emerald Road 
just after I bought my ten acres round the corner in Wards 
Road. When I set out to map for poor readers the setting he 
described in ‘Ash Road’, I suddenly noticed that it gave me 
directions past Joy’s home to mine. This bushfire story be-
came even more fascinating. Others followed, transforming 
the neighbourhood and its inhabitants into gripping tales.

It was not long before I met the man who sold Joy and Ivan 
their property. He was the delightful old Aldy Coulson, who 
turned out to be the first baby born in the newly subdivided 
Monbulk Village Settlement. In my turn I stirred up the peo-
ple of Old Emerald and its surrounds to create fiction. 

Joy Southall had many more stories to tell that I was intent 
on hearing. Sadly too late, the seat beside me in church re-
mains empty yet I still hear her stick, her groan and sigh 
as she sits. Never have I passed her old front gate in Old 
Emerald Road without an appreciative nod to the work 
done there: the food grown, the imagination solidified into 
stories, the courage. For tragedies happened too but Joy 
survived with courage intact to live her life to the full for 
those 93 years.

DOROTHY WILLIAMS

ALONG OLD 
EMERALD ROAD 
– JOY SOUTHALL

Thursdays
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Back/neck pain
Sports injuries
Headaches
Overuse injuries

Sprains/strains
Falls & balance
Post-surgical rehab
Women’s health

DANDENONG RANGES 

 Pilates  Orthotics  Remedial Massage

www.drphysio.com.au9751 0400 - Opposite Mt Dandenong Hotel www.drphysio.com.auOLINDA - 9751 0400 - Opposite Mt Dandenong Hotel 

Organisers of the Lantern and Light International Children's 
Film Festival (LLICFF), Mary Salem and Rainsford Towner, 
clearly have a passion for supporting the next generation of 
film makers. This dynamic duo have run a local arts program 
for young people over the past several years through their 
not-for-profit enterprise, Ranges Academy of Performing 
Arts (RAPA). They decided last year to take on a new venture 
creating the LLICFF and opened the invitation wide for film 
entries from across Australia and internationally. 

Drawing on their extensive experience they have created a 
unique platform to celebrate the creative talents of young 
people and  tell their stories on the big screen. With the 
backing of Bendigo Bank, Yarra Ranges Council, and rela-
tionships established with schools across the region, the 
festival succeeded in attracting interest from near and far. 
This created an opportunity to showcase the high calibre 
work of entrants to a large audience, who filled cinema one 
at the Cameo Theatre on June 21st. 

Greeting the stream of festival entrants on the red-carpet 
in Belgrave was a crowd of supporters, special guests and 
dignitaries. Live coverage by Yarra Ranges Life TV helped 
complete the razzle-dazzle of this inaugural event. 

Films ranged in themes, each exploring from the perspective of 
young people as they experience different challenges and us-
ing visual storytelling techniques to engage viewers of all ages. 

Judges were thrilled to be involved and bestowed awards 
for the following work;  

'Social' by Charlotte Mclaverty 

Grand Prix winner of the 2019 

'The loneliness orb'

Winner of both the Audience Award and Student Jury Award

'Enough' by Healesville High School

Powerful winner of the NO BULLIES HERE Award 

'The Cosmospenguin in the Oper' by Joby 

Winner for Best Animation

'Zoe' by Primary School, Stjepan Kefelja in Croatia  

Winner of Live Action Drama (Ages 12-18)

Congratulations to all involved for producing such a suc-
cessful and significant event which may help open up new 
pathways for future projects that young people can access 
to develop their skills. 

Full details about the event and links to the winning films 
are available online at www.llicff.org.au and information for 
the array of RAPA activities led by Mary and Rainsford are at  
www.rangesacademy.org.au

PHIL BYERS

ARTS & CULTURE

YOUTH MADE FILMS SHINE 
ON THE BIG SCREEN

Winning filmmakers with festival organisers Rainsford Towner, Mary Salem and supported by Yarra Ranges Council & sponsors
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TIP 1: 
Commence the process with a neutral palette. 
Much can be built upon by starting with 
white walls and neutral coloured furniture, 
especially the big ticket items like the couch. 
Neutrals also never date so you can invest in 
this with confidence that you won’t have to 
upgrade in the near future.

TIP 2: 
Go big on the artwork. Oversized pieces of 
art are a talking point. They draw attention 
and make the space feel expensive. Head to 
second-hand stores, student art shows and 
even IKEA to score cool finds. 

TIP 3: 
Layer with texture such as wool and 
cashmere. Add these in throw cushions, 
artwork or little sculptures for your shelves. 
Don’t be afraid to change it up with something 
a little quirky like leather or velvet cushions.

TIP 4: 
Create a ‘curation’ feel by upcycling 
something old or treasured and blending the 
whole lot together to add a feeling that you’ve 
considered and curated your space. Hit op 
shops or garage sales for rare finds.

TIP 5: 
Make it smell delicious by adding candles, 
freshly cut flowers or room fragrances. Not 
only will your home smell amazing, it will also 
create a welcoming vibe which you’ll treasure 
every time you walk through the front door.

INEXPENSIVE HACKS TO ‘STYLISE’ YOUR HOME!

We all love living in a nice space, go on, admit it. Unfortunately not all our budgets extend to 
overhauling our homes in the manner in which we’d like so we have come up with some cheap 
hacks to ‘stylise’ your home without the ‘stylised’ price tags! 

Stockdale & Leggo Yarra Ranges
P 03 5968 3933

If you are passionate about Real Estate, are ambitious, and would like a clear path of career 
progression, then let’s have a coffee and a chat!

Stockdale & Leggo Ringwood and Stockdale & Leggo Emerald currently have opportunities for 
ambitious Real Estate agents.

Please call our office on 9879 6335 and ask for Mark Brown. 

Alternatively, please email mark.brown@stockdaleleggo.com.au
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If it’s time for a face lift or you just want it to be pretty on 
the outside, read on to find out how to turn your home’s 
exterior from boorish to moreish on a budget …

Define the Driveway

Creating a driveway adds value to a property. This can 
often be a DIY project using products such as compact-
ed gravel for a fraction of the cost of concrete or asphalt. 
Boarder your driveway with recycled sleepers or pavers.

Tidy the Garden

Avoid the look of a sad, unloved front garden by simply ti-
dying up. Sort out those unruly garden beds and get rid 
of those random tufts of ‘whatever’ sporadically growing. 
Create new garden beds from timber sleepers and visit 
community-based places like Recycled Roots & Leaves in 
Silvan or Green Circle Plant Nursery in Beaconsfield Upper 
to max-out your plant-out on a budget.

Paint or Render the Exterior

Possibly the biggest expense in an exterior make-over but 
quite possibly the biggest add-value item as well. There are 

many cost-effective products out there, so take the time 
to visit a store that offers specialised paint advice. Money 
saving hacks like painting the lower areas yourself, spray 
painting ugly brickwork and checking if the paint you’ve 
chosen is self-priming, (which means you won’t need an un-
dercoat), will all help keep your budget in check.

When choosing colours, often the most difficult of tasks in 
my opinion, remember you can turn boorish into moorish by 
selecting colours that compliment your surroundings and 
create interest through contrast. For example, using 50 
shades of grey won’t spark interest, as there is no contrast, 
but combining a grey façade with white window trims adds 
interest in spades (and paddles!)

Check out these before and after pics for inspiration.

Enter at your own Risk

Last but certainly not least, creating a warm and inviting 
entrance is key for setting the scene for the rest of your 
home. Think slat screening to define the area, pot plants, 
porch seating, pavers and perhaps a lick of paint on your 
front door in a colour that pops!  

For more tips and inspiration, follow the links on our website 
kcreinthehills.com.au/whats-the-deal-with-kerb-appeal/ or 
if you’re passing by our Emerald office, pop-in and grab a 
load of inspiration from 'Bob the gnome'!

KATIE WOODS

Sales Manager – Kaye Charles Real Estate (Emerald)

WHAT’S THE DEAL  
WITH KERB APPEAL?
FIRST IMPRESSIONS DO COUNT

PROPERTY

 
 

2 Beaconsfield – Emerald Road, 
Beaconsfield. 

 
Phone 0400 543 157 

 
www.oneplangroup.com.au 

 

 
Feature & Level Surveys 

Title Boundary Re-establishment 

Consolidation of Titles 

Subdivision 

Our focus is to provide quality, professional, 
personalised land surveying services 
throughout Victoria focused on the hills 
communities north of Beaconsfield. 
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BUSINESS

The Eastern Dandenong Ranges Association (EDRA) has 
been working hard behind the scenes since 2015 carving out 
an identity to promote our hills townships in the Dandenong 
Ranges. The association, previously known as the Emerald 
Business Group and Gembrook Business Group supports local 
business with training, promotion, networking and advocacy.

EDRA’s vision for the Eastern Dandenong Ranges is to be 
recognised as a destination and sense of place to live, work, 
enjoy, visit, stay and prosper. 

The Eastern Dandenong Ranges falls under Yarra Ranges 
Tourism and Council as a region but doesn’t attract any 
council funding support as our hills townships reside in 
Cardinia Shire. That aside, a lot of progress has taken place 
between Yarra Ranges Business and Tourism and the Eastern 
Dandenong Ranges Association which is now recognised as 
a local tourism association under the Yarra Ranges Regional 
Tourism structure. 

Up until now EDRA has fully funded its activities and support 
for its members and community groups. Through their dedi-
cation and advocacy, the association is thrilled to announce 
they have secured funding support from Cardinia Council for 
the next three years.

Cardinia Council CEO, Carol Jeffs announced the funding at the 
recent Eastern Dandenong Ranges Business and Tourism break-
fast held at Bam Bam Italian in Avonsleigh on Friday July 5th. 

The funding will provide more benefits to our business com-
munity. We have already been able to drop our membership 
rates from $150 to $100 and community groups and clubs 
are free. We will invest in more local training, product devel-
opment and networking opportunities. For more information 
contact Lynne Trensky on 0419 584 498 or go the member-
ship link at www.easterndandenongranges.com 

LYNNE TRENSKY

PROMOTING HILLS 
TOWNSHIPS

Cardinia Shire Council CEO and Ranges Ward councillors with EDRA 
Chair Garry McGough and membership coordinator Lynne Trensky

BELGRAVE LIBRARY

Simon Oats, member of Melbourne’s Theatrical Improvisation Company

ARTS & CULTURE

The Art of Telling Your Stories with Simon Oats 

Saturday August 17th, 10:30am

Learn about the science and art of one of the most important 
interpersonal skills – impactful storytelling – from Simon Oats. 
Gain the tools for crafting personal stories that are emotion-
ally moving and light up the imagination.

Simon Oats is an actor, musician, playwright, comedian and 
ensemble member of Melbourne’s Theatrical Improvisation 
Company. He brings a wealth of creative experience to story-
telling in the corporate world and the arts.

Read Write Now 

Thursday August 1st – Weekly, 5:30 - 8pm

Read Write Now is a program offered by Mountain District 
Learning Center and it is for people who want to improve 
their reading and writing skills. It provides practice in listening, 
speaking, reading and writing as well as help with grammar 
and pronunciation. 

The program runs every Thursday during school terms.

Family Games Nights 

Thursday August 8th, Monthly 5-8pm

Come and join us for a fun-filled night of gaming! Meet peo-
ple, learn how to play new games and celebrate all tabletop 
gaming has to offer for free! This group is open to all ages and 
skill levels.

We'll see you there!

Listen up! Podcast Chat Club 

Thursday August 1st, Monthly 11am - 12pm 

Join our monthly podcast club! Like a Book Club for your ears.

Come along to Belgrave Library,  have a cuppa and a chat 
about podcasts.

Share your favourites and discover fresh new shows to binge on.

JASMINE MOLDERS 
Belgrave Library
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graduated, having enjoyed the work and the companion-
ship of other young people. To her delight, Ginny was placed 
in a small country school in West Gippsland and found ac-
commodation in the home of a youngish woman with two 
children. She and Ginny hit it off right from the start and 
Ginny thoroughly enjoyed the challenges of teaching pri-
mary children. She saw it as a big responsibility and was 
able to bring out the best in the boys and girls she taught 
in their first two years at school.

Having always had a passion to travel, Ginny saved well 
until at age 23 she was able to seriously look into going 
overseas. She spent many hours studying different ship-
ping lines and their routes and, finally, chose an Italian ship 
to take her to Europe.

She remembered the day she set sail vividly. Her parents and 
many friends stood on the wharf to wave goodbye to her, 
visibly upset, while Ginny leaned on the deck’s rail beaming 
to them all. “What’s to worry about?” she pondered to her-
self. “All will be well”. Leaving home, family and friends on her 
own hadn’t even crossed her mind as a problem.

Over that first day at sea, Ginny found a girl of  her own 
age, Amy from Geelong, seated at the same table. They 
struck up a conversation, sharing their stories and grew to 
like each other.  Two other young women joined the ship at 
Sydney and Ginny found herself getting to know them by 
sharing conversation of mutual interest. Knowing that this 
had all worked out easily without lifting a finger, she smiled 
to herself and again sent a knowing look skywards.

In due course, the ship was nearing Naples and the two 
Sydney girls asked Ginny if she would like to disembark with 
them and  join them in starting their back-packing holiday 
through Europe from southern Italy. Naturally, Ginny jumped 
at the chance - another hurdle overcome without effort.

After a couple of months sight-seeing with many experi-
ences and much laughter, Ginny started to ponder on where 
she would stay in London and then remembered another 
person, a few years older, who had told her and her parents 
that Ginny could share her bedsit in south London. Ginny 
contacted her and, on arrival in London, went straight 
to her new home. En route, she paused to reflect on how 

A STORY ABOUT BELIEF
MEMOIR

Throughout her life,  Ginny was often heard to say that she 
always felt somebody up there looked after her, which may 
have been closer to the truth than one might think, con-
sidering the way things seemed to happen to her.   When 
she was little, Ginny heard her mother whisper to a friend 
now and again “This one is away with the pixies” and won-
dered what she meant. She had a happy childhood and 
loved their large garden where she found so many friends 
to talk to. This was long before Father Christmas gave her a 
present of a book called the “Flower Fairies” by Cicely Mary 
Parker. This book was kept under her pillow and filled her 
with delight before going to sleep and on waking up.

Living some distance from school, Ginny had to walk or ride 
a bike when she was given one at age seven. She enjoyed 
this time, musing on the world around her, observing the 
birth of new bunches of tiny green balls which would turn 
into grapes when mature. In winter, the dirt roads could be-
come muddy and slippery from the rain. Some winters pro-
duced  thick white frosts which  lay on the grass and bushes 
beside the road, transforming everything into a scene more 
like the pictures she had seen of England than Australia.    
In summer the red dirt became dry and dusty and, when 
the wind whipped up, it blew grit into her eyes, which was 
painful and often made it almost impossible to see.

On one such day, Ginny was riding her bike, as usual day- 
dreaming of far-off places which existed thousands of years 
in the past, when a huge snake slithered across the road 
just in front of her. Her heart beat furiously as she pedalled 
frantically to get away, imagining it chasing her. Just down 
the road a bit, an old farmer stopped his tractor at his  gate 
and called out to her “Mornin’ Ginny girl. Everything alright?” 
“Oh, hello, Mr. Wilson. I’m glad to see you” as she told him 
what had happened. “Well, Ginny, I reckon as long as you 
don’t frighten snakes, they won’t frighten you. Just avoid 
‘em.” After that advice, Ginny gained a bit of confidence. 
She became used to seeing snakes from time to time dur-
ing the summer but knowing that somebody up there was 
making sure she was always ahead or behind them gave 
her the confidence to stop worrying about them as well as 
complying with Mr Wilson’s advice.

The years moved on and Ginny’s family also moved on to 
many and varied places always resulting in different en-
vironments, schools, homes and gardens. One of the first 
changes was to a suburb in the city where the school, in 
Ginny’s eyes, was an asphalt jungle of red brick buildings, 
no trees and four hundred pupils compared to the fifty she 
was used to. This was a traumatic time and not helped by a 
boy who bullied her on her way home each day. Ginny had 
no experience of bullies and nothing to equip her to handle 
the situation. Fortunately, every time it happened, some-
one would walk by, giving her the opportunity to escape 
and ride home as quickly as she could, taking a second to 
look up at the blue sky above and smile her silent thanks.

School days ended. Ginny wanted to be a teacher so to 
Teachers’ Training College she attended and ultimately 

Photo: DDP on Unsplash
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worried her parents were and wished that they understood 
that she was well looked after.

Ginny journeyed back and forth to the Continent and 
around the United Kingdom, each time, somehow or other,  
finding someone appropriate to share each journey with.     
After a few months Amy wrote from her grandfather’s croft 
in Scotland to ask if Ginny would like to go to New York 
for three weeks, then onto Canada to work for a while. This 
brought about another unsought event which Ginny was 
quite happy to fall in with. Sailing on a ship three times 
the size of the one in which they had left from Australia  
and sailing across the Atlantic in November was a totally 
different experience. There was nothing to worry about.   
Everything would be fine.

After a wonderful holiday in New York, hosted by friends of 
Amy they moved on to Toronto where the girls found that 
the  only jobs on offer were as shop assistants. Ginny tried 
it for one day but that evening back in their small bedsit de-
clared, despite having barely enough money to survive,  “I’m 
not going back to that job tomorrow. Amy, will you tell them 
I’m sorry, please?" "What will you do, Ginny?" "I’ve got an idea 
floating around in my head, Amy. Let’s wait and see.”

Next day,  Ginny dressed in her smartest clothes and went 
downtown to the Teachers’ Training College where she asked 
to see the person in charge of teacher placements. A man 
came out and asked her how he could help. Ginny explained 
that she had just arrived in Toronto and wanted to continue 
her teaching career with primary kids. Could he help? “Well, 
I have a friend who is head of a primary school on the outer 
edge of Toronto. I’ll give him a ring. Wait here.” He returned to 
say that, unexpectedly,  the school was losing a teacher who 
had to return to her home in England because of family ill-
ness and that they needed a replacement immediately. If she 
could visit them now, they would interview her. This she did, 
got the job, started on the spot and was paid on the Friday 
for the day and a half that she had worked. Ginny paused 
long enough to send a few words of thanks up there. 

Ginny returned home to Australia in due course.   Unexpected 
happenings  didn’t end there, of course. She sought and 
found just the right job in just the right area, followed by 
meeting a man whom she came to marry and have a fam-
ily with. Settling into domesticity that might have been the 
end of the story but more twists and turns were to come.  

The marriage turned out to be less than satisfactory and, 
after considerable thought, Ginny decided to take her two 
sons and return to England to seek work. Needless to say, 
this threw her family and friends into a frenzy but Ginny 
would simply say “It will be alright”. Off she went, initially 
staying with friends for a few weeks. She then sought a job, 
a house to rent and child care. She found all three within 
a couple of days. As always, she knew that she would be 
looked after. Perhaps it is knowing with confidence that life 
will always plan out for the best that brings it about and 
Ginny never neglected to send her thanks skywards.    “What 
more could a working mother want?” she asked her parents 
when talking on the phone. “Someone up there knows what 
I need, Mum. It’s really all ok.”

Many years later when Ginny was in her sixties, she hap-
pened by chance to run into someone who had been the 
love of her life many long years ago. This time they were 
both free to marry and move on as a couple enjoying their 
remaining years together. Life was never dull for them as 
it continued coming up with unforeseen changes.  Ginny’s 
innate acceptance of  her belief  that somebody up there 
looked after her never ceased. 

Sometimes things happen according to our plans.    
Sometimes they just need a little nudge and sometimes 
they happen by chance or, some might say, by design.

BRENDA WEBB

Windscreen Master
Automotive glass service

For all your repairs and replacements

Call Stuart 0400 747 506

What? Free childcare at Christmas?

We're giving back to you when you need it most.

Thank you to the families who use  
our programs each week!

Emerald Community House
Out of Hours School Care program

All permanent OOSH bookings  
enrolled by August 12th will be  
eligible to go into a draw to receive  
their set childcare hours for free  
in December 2019.

Drawing on Friday 
November 29th

www.emeraldcommunityhouse.org.au

Everybody is invited to
Emerald Uniting Church

on
Sundays at 9:15am

For worship and friendship

Pastor Toni Vaka 5968 2656
Find us at 3-5 Monbulk Road

 (next to Emerald C.F.A.)
Visit the Goodwill Op Shop on other days
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It was early June of 1917 when orders came for our motley 
crew of dental assistants to embark for overseas, report-
ing first to Hoboken, New Jersey. Pulling up into the docks 
at daylight one morning, our hobnailed outfit was lined 
up and marched down to the boat. I will never forget the 
clunk, clunk, clunk that our marching feet made on those 
Hoboken cobble stones. I thought, “Boy, oh boy, I hope we 
don’t have any double time to make with that 60 lb pack 
on our backs and 4 lbs of hobnailed shoes on our feet - we 
would have never made it. Any sneak attacks on the enemy 
would be out of the question too. 

Up the gang plank we went onto the boat and into the 
hold on a ladder straight down to the 3rd deck.  On this 
small boat, the hold was below the water line and a hotter  
dungeon there never existed. For bunks they had rows of 
canvas stretchers on round pipes, only 12 inches apart and 
just big enough for a man to lay on. They were 12 inches 
apart, running all the way to the ceiling with a 12 inch space 
between rows. It was my luck to draw top bunk right up 
against the steel ceiling. 

This room was about 40 feet square and they crowded 
about 140 of us into it with only one ladder down from the 
main deck. These holds were formerly used to ship freight 
and it didn’t take us long to find out that it was no fit place 
for human habitation never mind travel, but we were never 
able to convince the officers of that.

As soon as we could scramble out of our packs we were back 
on deck. There standing in dock beside us was the mighty 
Leviathan, the world’s largest ship. It was just our luck to 
miss it and get assigned to what was not much larger than 
a destroyer. We learned its name as the De Kalo, a former 
German sea raider that had played so much havoc with 
shipping even before we went to war. Originally named 
The ‘Kron Prince Frederick Iddiel’, I remembered hearing 
about its daring sea raids while I was still in my old home 
town, sweating it out in the old hardware store. The British 
chased it into the waters of New Port News, Virginia and as 
we were not yet at war it was impounded.

When we went to war our country took over the De Kalo and 
dozens of other impounded German ships. The De Kalo was 
fitted out with 16 small guns and acted as a convoy ship, 
carrying an additional 1200 troops each trip. But even for 
our smaller group of tourists, we were still pretty crowded.

The Navy was in charge of transporting and catering and 
quickly figured out that they could get away with feeding 
us only twice a day. The main dish was beans, of course, but 
they were considerate by changing the kind of beans. We 
would have white beans for breakfast one day with colored 
beans for the evening meal. They were boiled with ample 
salt back pork and we had all the beans that you could eat. 
A lot of the city boys couldn’t eat many so we hardier types 
had plenty. Sometimes we even had bread and some butter. 

The day after loading up, we left Hoboken amid the honk-
ing horns of many harbor craft wishing us well. It wasn’t 

GREENBRIER CROSSING 

MEMOIR

long until we were on the high seas and for those of us 
that could stay on deck we cooled off. The Navy was pretty 
sure that we were going to land on the other side but no 
one knew where or when. They gave us a postcard to sign, 
saying that we had safely landed in a European port just 
in case the boat did land. Then in a couple days after the 
landing they would release the cards to the post office for 
dispatch to our relatives so they could say an extra prayer 
each night for their “boy who was over there.”

When we woke on the second day out, we were surprized to 
see 12 other boats all lined up like a bunch of sitting ducks. 
In those days they were all coal fired and they made quite a 
sight with their black smoke roaring from their funnels. We 
thought, “Now with this nice line up, a submarine wouldn’t 
have any trouble in making at least one hit.” However, for 13 
days we plowed ahead and never even saw a sub, although 
we had numerous sub scares and abandon ship drills. 

We never knew when the abandon ship drill was the real 
thing or not and when 13 boats start blowing their sirens 
and start the old zig zagging, it was not a comforting feel-
ing, drill or not. We had this drill a couple times at night 
and it was holy hell getting up that ladder. I think the 
Commander finally decided that it was too much to make 
us go through. Sometimes we hoped the ship would just 
get hit so we would have some excuse to get off it.

We could have crossed the ocean a lot quicker but someone 
designed a new zig zag route so one day we would be away 
down south where it was nice and warm, and in a couple 
more days we could be back north where it was too cold to 
ride the main decks. Most of us tourists would have been 
just as happy to take our chances on a quick direct run as 
we were all anxious to get our feet on terra firma again. 

About the 10th day out we came into the Bay of Biscay 
where the water was rough and it was here that the subs 
made their main effort to sink us. We special passengers 
who were sleeping in the freight hold were moved up on 
the main outer deck for our safety. To my mind this was 
like jumping out of the frying pan into the fire. The deck 
was not enclosed and we only had two blankets and a pon-
cho to keep us warm and dry. But when those big waves 
splashed over the deck early in the evening it was all over 
for any sleep during the rest of the night, subs or no subs. 
We put in all the following day trying to dry out and some-
times got in a nap or two. On the 13th day we sighted land 
but were told that we would be going further to land at 

Series continued from July edition

S.S Leviathan, the world's largest liner
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travel rations just in case we were delayed on our trip. 

That night while lying in my pup tent which I shared with 
Bill Evans, I said my Rosary, a habit I acquired when I first 
got on the transport. I had made a promise to our Blessed 
Lady that I would say the Rosary every day in trade for a 
safe return home. 

After the Rosary, I got thinking of the past and about the 
trip over. I had just celebrated my twentieth birthday - quite 
a young man who was going to save democracy by keeping 
the 77th Division men’s teeth in good shape. We had heard 
on the grapevine that the 77th Division was already in the 
lines and had suffered heavy casualties. There were all kinds 
of rumors making the rounds, mostly gossip, and it was hard 
to go to sleep that night. I got to thinking of my family and  
the girlfriends I had left behind. There was a big ocean be-
tween us now, and it had been a long time since I had any 
letters from my girl or from home on account of my traveling. 
Like most soldiers, I had left a girl behind and on the boat 
trip I had written several letters to her and my family.

Mary and I were old sweethearts. We had been such since 
she was 14 and I was 15. She had always written me faithful-
ly ever since I left home and I had missed her understanding 
letters over the past 4 weeks. I wondered if I would ever get 
to a place where we would receive any mail from home. We 
had an Army Post Office number which I had sent home so 
they could write and in time I would receive their mail. They 
say that a soldier travels on his stomach but he lives on the 
letters he receives from his love ones. I was getting plenty 
to eat but no letters so I wasn’t too happy. 

Morning finally came and we had our breakfast - all ate 
heartily as we were not expecting another hot meal for a 
few days.  Some us packed some of the scrambled eggs and 
bacon into our mess kit so we could eat these on the train 
and they sure tasted good that night. Who knew when we 
would next be eating so well.

BILL CORKEAN

Bill Corkrean, born in 1897 is the  
father of a local hills resident.  

Running as a serial, Greenbrier  
Crossing is based on his memoirs.

Brest, France. From a distance it didn’t look so hot - in fact, 
Brest didn’t look so good when we landed either. Finally, 
our boat was lined up at an outer dock, we disembarked 
and marched into the old Pontananza Barracks. It was an 
old place -  one of Napoleon’s old forts. The buildings were 
still standing and in good shape but it was the dry season 
so we were staked out under a big tree outdoors. Soldiering 
had really begun and we were under wartime conditions.

 We still had our original crew of 30 men and as I had been in 
the Army longer than any of the others, I was put in charge. 
We were given a small sheet iron field stove to cook on and 
we erected a pup tent for our food supplies. We soon found 
out that we had no mess hall and would have to draw and 
prepare our own rations. This is a hard thing to do when you 
only have 30 to cook for. 

To my consternation there was not a man in the outfit who 
knew how to boil beans or make coffee and that was to 
be our principle diet along with canned corned beef. So 
in addition to taking care of my motley crew I had to do 
the cooking. Each used his own mess kit, so all we had to 
wash up after the meal was the kitchen pans and coffee 
pot which I soon taught some of the guys to do. I still liked 
beans and I knew how to cook them so everyone ate them 
- I wasn’t in and around Boston for two years for nothing, 
even if I never did any cooking while there. I kept the kettle 
of beans on the stove at all times and my outfit could eat 
anytime they wanted. We were issued plenty of bread and 
butter, so we enjoyed that week in Brest.

Now it happened that it took us 3 weeks to be outfitted 
back in Camp Upton and when the boat was unloaded in 
Brest there must have been some sort of sabotage. They 
had German prisoners unloading the boats and about 
half of our barracks bags were dumped overboard when 
they were unloading. So we had to stay in Brest for 10 
days waiting to be outfitted. No one could go to the Front 
without two pair of everything, including those wonderful 
hobnailed shoes. Finally we were re-outfitted and ready to 
make our way to the Front. This was to be our last night at 
Pontananza Barracks so we ate up all the cooked beans as 
well as plenty of local fried bacon and scrambled eggs too. 
We had drawn our travel rations for the trip to the Front 
but we didn’t know where we were going.  Wild rumors had 
it that we were going thru Paris and we were issued 3 days 

Landing in Brest, France

                                                Term 3 Timetable for Classes & Workshops

                                              www.chigeneration.com.au

0 4 3 7  9 4 9  9 1 9 Chi Generation Tai Chi
WUDANG SAN FENG AUSTRALIA

  Cost: $80 for 8 sessions         Casual: $12

                              Chi Generation
                               Tai Chi & Qigong
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ENVIRONMENT

So, here we are in mid-winter - season of mist, mud, wet 
grass, and the odd windy day that blows over pots and 
tries to rip the nets off the veg beds...there's not much 
opportunity to hibernate. Also, this is the perfect time to 
test soils, and top up empty beds with compost and other 
amendments in time for spring planting. Bare rooted dor-
mant fruit trees are planted now, as are perennials such as 
asparagus, rhubarb, strawberries, tree onions, garlic, vines 
and berry fruits. New beds are dug or sheet-mulched, tools 
sharpened and maintained, bee equipment cleaned and 
readied for spring and the seed collection sorted and added 
to as necessary.

Time for winter pruning of course of all the stuff that wasn't 
summer pruned - blueberries, grapes, currants, cane berries, 
maybe apples and pears and initial shaping of young stock. 
This will stimulate growth (unlike summer pruning).

When I reviewed my notes from last year, I was amazed to 
see that the weather for the previous period was very like 
what we had this time. I had totally forgotten that, which 
just goes to show the value of some sort of garden diary or 
record keeping. Then, as now, we had had a very long dry 
summer and autumn period, then a sudden change to cold 
and wet weather, taking plants and gardeners by surprise 
all over again. We still need more rain of course - the catch-
ments are not full yet, though many of us in the hills have 
full water tanks now, and are glad of that.

And yet there must have been some differences - we had 
different pest infestations this year, as I mentioned last 
time. Winter gives us some welcome relief from these guys 
but if you find any hibernating - queen wasps, shield bug 
queens etc - kill them now as each one will lay thousands of 
eggs when the weather warms.

Testing your soil

A basic knowledge of your soil type will help you decide 
what you need to do to improve it. Here is a simple rough 
test: Take a bottle or jar and half fill it with the soil you wish 
to test. Then 3/4 fill with water, and shake until the soil is 
dispersed in the water, then leave it to settle overnight. 

In the morning you will see the soil has settled in various 
layers. At the bottom will be the heaviest part, the sand. 
Next will be the silt and over this will be a layer of the finest 
particles, the clay, some of which may still be colouring the 
water. Any organic materials will be floating at the surface.

If there is more than 50% clay in the solid layers, you have a 
clay soil. If there's mostly sand, obviously you've got a sandy 
soil and if it's roughly even parts of sand, silt and clay, you 
are lucky and have what's called loam. 

Using a pH test kit you may also see how acid your soil is 
- this is also important to know. You'll read in some books 
that "too much compost acidifies soil and requires liming". I 
have never found this to be the case with normal compost. 
On the contrary, it seems to buffer plants against pH ex-
tremes. High rainfall will acidify soils over time. 

It may be true that leaf mould or mulch containing pine 
needles or gum leaves is rather acid so use this for your ac-
id-lovers such as strawberries, blueberries and natives. Or 
mix it with something alkaline such as mushroom compost 
or urine and let it mature a bit longer.

In the hills, most of our natural soils are one of two types - a 
yellowish grey sandy loam based on old granites or gran-
odiorites, or a red iron-rich clay loam based on old basalt 
lava flows. Both of these types are quite acidic due not so 
much to their origins as to our relatively high rainfall, which 
has leached out much of the calcium (and also potash and 
phosphates) over the millenia. The acidity is fairly easy to 
fix by adding lime. Dolomite may be needed on the sandy 
loams if they are also deficient in magnesium but the red 
clay loams have plenty of this so just add lime to them. It 
is a very good plan to have your soil professionally tested if 
you can afford it. 

Remember it's good to have some external inputs in your 
compost. Kitchen waste and poultry litter based on straw 
help us as both we and the chickens are eating some foods 
that come from other places with a variety of soils. If your 
compost is composed only of materials from your own block 
- a 'closed circle' - any deficiencies in your soil will be ampli-
fied year by year, and you may find your garden getting less 
and less productive.

Chickens

Chooks are light driven so they should start to think about 
laying again as the days start to grow longer. They evolved 
in tropical jungles near the equator where the days are 
about 12 hours long all year. This is why the commercial 
boys light up their chook sheds during winter so the chooks 
think they're back in the tropics and will keep laying. I like to 
let them have a little rest even though eggs will be scarce 
for a while. Young crossbred chickens will probably lay right 
through so you may be able to find a good local free-range 
producer to fill the gap.

Bees

I managed to pack our ladies down for winter in early May, 
luckily just before the weather turned. They had ample 
stores but not really any surplus to take. Saw almost no 
brood (lavae) - a very small amount of capped cells - but 
this is quite normal for late autumn. So we just removed the 
'Ideal' honey super from the top and an almost empty box 

BACKYARD MATTERS
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of very soiled frames from the bottom. With their insulation 
box replaced, they should be right for winter.

We haven't seen much of them until the last couple of 
sunny days when we noticed the grevillea rosmarinifolia 
bushes full of enthusiastic buzzing! Rosemary, tagasaste, 
loquats, dwarf giant dahlias, 'Deva Gold' grevillea, French 
and Italian lavenders and dandelion may also provide 
some nectar now.

Best book I've read lately:

‘The Truth About Organic Gardening - Benefits, Drawbacks 
and The Bottom Line’ by Jeff Gillman, pub. 2008 by Timber 
Press. Gillman is/was a professor of horticultural science at 
the University of Minnesota, and as you'd expect, this book 
is very much evidence based. What you might not expect is 
that it's so practical, easy to read and that he comes down 
very much on the side of organics. 

He has some qualifications and reservations. One of these 
is the about the similarities of synthetic and some organic 
pesticides, and the fact that (at least in the USA in 2008) 
organic pesticides were not tested, or tested for, nearly as 
rigorously as the synthetic variety, the assumption being, 'If 
it's natural it must be safe!' They can be quite poisonous to 
other than the target species, at least in the short term so 
it makes one wonder what the situation is here and now?

Cheers, and happy winter days!

ROSE OVENDEN

Direct Radiology Yarra Ranges 
Proudly Independent, Proudly Supporting Your Community 

 

Bulk Billing* 
 Brand New Purpose Built Practice with Latest Equipment 
 X-Ray, General, Vascular and Interventional Ultrasound 
 Women’s/Obstetric and Musculoskeletal Ultrasound 
 Centrally located for ease of access for all Yarra Ranges Residents 

 

Bookings (03) 9756 7605                     
66 Main Road Monbulk VIC 3793  
www.directradiology.com.au  
Hours Monday – Friday 8:30am – 5:00pm 
 

*Direct Radiology Bulk Bill all patients for X-ray and most Ultrasounds. (Patients must have a valid Medicare Card) 

All Referrals Accepted 
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Many countries, regions and local communities around 
the world have begun to restrict or ban the sale and use 
of Roundup and other weed killers containing glyphosate. 
Yet Australian state and many local governments still allow 
Roundup to be sprayed around schools, childcare centres, 
parks, playgrounds and on footpaths.

Blacktown City Council in Sydney ordered six staff to 
use Roundup or take other jobs so 500 went on strike. 
Blacktown council is now reviewing its stance, along with 
over 50 of Australia’s 547 municipalities.

The aerial spraying of Roundup on public bushland near 
Wollongong was stopped through local public pressure. 
The City of Yarra has contracted weed steamers to replace 
Roundup, reportedly at a cost of just $1/resident/year.

Gene Ethics offers two downloadable petitions and a briefing 
on Roundup. They will inform and empower you to ask your 
council for other ways to manage weeds in your local area.

Food 

Glyphosate-based-herbicide (GBH) residues were found in 
various foods in the latest Food Standards Australia New 
Zealand’s (FSANZ) Total Diet Survey. Several Australian grain-
based foods including breakfast cereals, breads, and crackers 
tested positive for a chemical that a UN expert committee on 
cancer classifies as a “probable human carcinogen”.

The FSANZ survey tested samples of eighty-eight foods 
for the remnants of various weed and bug killers that are 
sprayed on food crops. Despite finding detectable residues 
they claim there were “no public health and safety concerns 
for most substances”, glyphosate levels were well below 
“accepted dietary limits” and there were “no public health 
and safety concerns for most substances.”

Glyphosate was also found in the hair and urine of people 
tested in the USA and Europe.

Health impacts

A new paper in the journal Mutation Research recently 
added to the evidence that persistent glyphosate exposure 
increases the incidence of non-Hodgkins lymphoma (NHL) 
cancers in humans. Three California juries who heard the 
scientific evidence of harm awarded millions to the plain-
tiffs. These included substantial punitive damages as they 
also learned that Monsanto knew of the product’s toxicity 
but hid it from the public for decades. 

Around 13,400 other US citizens are preparing to sue Monsanto’s 
new owner, Bayer, but courts in overload have begun to order 
mediation. A Melbourne gardener is the first to sue in Australia 
for his NHL after many years of exposure to Roundup. 

In light of the risks and costs of litigation, the insurance 
industry has begun to refuse or qualify coverage for harm 
from Roundup exposure. This has led many sellers and us-
ers to review their GBH use.

Weak regulation

The APVMA (Australian Pesticides and Veterinary Medicines 
Authority) - the farm chemical regulator – insists that the 
500 GBHs it has registered in Australia “can continue to 
be used safely according to label directions” and that no 
formal review of their safety is needed. 

But Professor Lin Fritschi, who works in Epidemiology at Curtin 
University in WA and was a member of the UN's International 
Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC) working group that 
reclassified glyphosate as a “probable human carcinogen” 
in 2015, says - “What worries me is that people who are us-
ing glyphosate are often not aware of the safety instructions 
because APVMA regulations do not specify that safety in-
formation has to be on the bottle. The regulations should be 
changed so that safety information for all chemicals is on the 
product itself in order to protect the Australian public.”

University of Sydney public health academic, Dr Bruce 
Armstrong wants the - “APVMA to stop saying there’s no 
evidence that glyphosate causes cancer” and asks why the 
regulator is “making a decision that seems to go against the 
evidence produced by the International Agency for Research 
on Cancer which is the pre-eminent cancer research agency.” 
He sees the regulator as “point-blank denying the evidence”.

Action

Call on regulators, governments and land managers for a 
glyphosate-free Australia, by phasing out GBH and its use. 
Protect vulnerable children, pets and environments in parks, 
schools, childcare centres, playgrounds and ‘soft fall’ areas, 
footpaths and trails, sports fields, community gardens, and 
aquatic environments. 

BOB PHELPS 

Executive Director, Gene Ethics, Emerald

www.geneethics.org  

Residue story - www.thenewdaily.com.au/news/2019/07/20/
roundup-food-cancer/

FSANZ Media Release on the Survey 
www.foodstandards.gov.au/publications/Documents/25thAus
tralianTotalDietStudy.pdf

Blacktown Council union protest 
www.smh.com.au/national/nsw/sydney-council-workers-pro-
test-roundup-use-forced-to-use-or-leave-20190704-p523ys

Judge cuts amount Monsanto owner Bayer owes cancer victim

www.usrtk.org/monsanto-roundup-trial-tacker/
judge-slashes-amount-monsanto-must-pay-to-cancer-victim/

www.euronews.com/2019/07/03/
austrian-mps-vote-to-completely-ban-glyphosate-by-2020

ENVIRONMENT

ANY ROUNDUP WITH THAT?

Council workers using weed steamers as an alternative to Glyphosate
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The Inspector-General for Emergency Management (IGEM) 
invites individuals and organisations to contribute to the re-
view of 10 years of emergency management reform. 

Over the last decade many changes to the emergency man-
agement arrangements have been introduced to improve 
the way Victoria prepares for, responds to and recovers from 
emergencies such as bushfire, flood, storm and heatwave.

Independent inquiries and reviews which have followed 
significant Victorian emergencies including the 2009 bush-
fires, the 2010–11 floods, the 2014 Hazelwood Coal Mine 
fire and 2016 thunderstorm asthma event have all aimed 
to improve our emergency management practices. 

Inspector-General Tony Pearce is conducting a comprehensive 
review of the progress made in the emergency management 
sector since the 2009 Victorian Bushfires. 

This review will not re-examine past emergencies, nor the 
findings or recommendations from independent inquiries 
and reviews such as the 2009 Victorian Bushfires Royal 
Commission. 

The scope of this review is limited to reforms prior to March 
2019. 

The review recognises the emergency management sector 
is constantly evolving in its practices and approaches, in-
cluding changes made in response to significant inquiries 
and reviews.

The review will examine if changes over the past 10 years 
are actually achieving better outcomes for Victorians – be-
fore, during and after emergencies. 

This is an opportunity for communities to have their say on 
what they think is working well and what could be done 
better before, during and after emergencies. 

The insights and experiences gathered from this consulta-
tion will be used to inform the review. 

The primary goal of this review is to understand whether 
Victoria’s emergency management reform strategy has 
achieved the outcomes it set out to achieve for the sector, 
and importantly Victorian communities. 

The Inspector-General will provide his report to govern-
ment by December 2019. 

For more information on this review and to give your views 
go to engage.vic.gov.au/tenyearreview   

COMMUNITY

10 YEARS OF EMERGENCY 
MANAGEMENT REFORM 

www.igem.vic.gov.au/reports-and-publicationsmedia-releases/have-your-say-in-igems-review-of-10-years-of-emergency

Individuals and organisations can contribute their views until Friday 16 August 2019
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BELGRAVE BIG DREAMS MARKET

First Sunday of every month (except Jan)
St Thomas More Pimary School
Reynolds Lane, Belgrave 
Time: 9am - 2pm 
Info: www.belgravebigdreamsmarket.com

BELGRAVE SOUTH COMMUNITY MARKET

First Sunday of every month (except Sept)
Gilmore Court,  Belgrave South 
Time: 10.30am - 3.30pm 
Info: market@bsch.org.au

COCKATOO COUNTRY MARKET

First Saturday of every month (except Jan)
Alma Treloar Reserve, 77 Pakenham Road, Cockatoo 
Time: 8.30am - 1.30pm 
Info: cockatoocountrymarket@outlook.com

EMERALD COMMUNITY MARKET 

Third Sunday of every month 
Main Street & Kilvington Drive, Emerald 
Time: 9am-3pm 
Info: 03 5968 3881 www.emeraldcommunity.market

EMERALD LIONS GROW IT BAKE IT MAKE IT 

First Sunday of every month 
Gemco Theatre, 19 Kilvington Drv, Emerald
Time: 10am-3pm
Info: www.facebook.com/GrowItBakeItMakeItMarket

GEMBROOK MARKET

Fourth Sunday of every month (except Dec)
Gembrook Community Centre
Time: 9am-2pm 
Info: www.gembrookmarket.com.au

KALLISTA COMMUNITY MARKET

First Saturday of every month (except Jan)
2 Church Street, Kallista 
Time: 9am - 1pm 
Info: kallistamkt@gmail.com

MONBULK PRODUCE MARKET

Second Saturday of every month
Top End  Main Street, Monbulk
Time: 8am-1pm 
Info: Teresa monbulkmarket@gmail.com 
www.facebook.com/monbulkproducemarket

UPPER FERNTREE GULLY MARKET

Every Saturday & Sunday of the Month
Upper Ferntree Gully Railway Carpark, 
Burwood Hwy, Upper Ferntree Gully
Time: Saturday 8am-3pm Sunday 9am-3pm
Info:  www.gullymarket.com

COCKATOO WOMEN'S BUSINESS NETWORK 
Monday August 26th, 7:30pm 
42 McBride Street, Cockatoo 
Monthly meetings held on last Monday each month

2019 WOORILLA POETRY PRIZE AWARDS  
Sunday August 25th, 2-5pm  
Gemco Theatre, 19 Kilvington Dr, Emerald 
Winners Announced - www.woorilla.org.au

YARRA RANGES DYING TO KNOW EXPO 
August 8th-11th  
Tecoma Uniting Church, 1566 Burwood Hwy, Tecoma 
www.facebook.com/yrcdcc

HILLS PHOTOGRAPHIC SOCIETY - AGM 
Thurdsday August 8th, 7pm  
St Josephs Church, Emerald 
All welcome. www.hillsphotographicsociety.org.au

'WHERE ARTISTS MEET' (WAM) 
Friday August 30th, 7pm  
The Fat Goat, 2 Morris Rd Upwey 
Details - www.burrinja.org.au

COMMUNITY SOLUTIONS IN A CHANGING CLIMATE 
Friday August 9th, 7pm  
Burrinja Cultural Centre, Upwey 
Bookings Required - yrc.vic.gov.au/CommunitySolutions

EMERALD COMMUNITY HOUSE - AGM 
Saturday August 24th, 4-6pm  
Emerald Community House Hall 
www.emeraldcommunityhouse.org.au

DANDENONG RANGES ORCHESTRA 
Saturday August 10th, 7:30  
Gem Theatre, 19 Kilvington Dr, Emerald 
See poster on page 33 www.dro.org.au

GEMCO THEATRE - 10TH ANNIVERSARY 
Saturday August 24th, 10am-5pm   
19 Kilvington Dr, Emerald 
www.gemcoplayers.org

BUTTERFIELD RESERVE TREE PLANTING DAY 
Saturday August 17th, 11am-1pm  
Butterfield Reserve, Emerald 
See feature article on front cover. www.johnshill.org.au

EMBEDDING SUSTAINABLE DESIGN 
Wednesday September 4th, 10am  
Emerald Library 
Presented by Green Home Build Australia. Hosted by 
Dandenong Ranges Renewal Energy Assn - drrea.org.au

CJD SUPPORT - FUN RUN 
Sunday October 27th, Registration from 8am 
Start/end at Emerald Secondary College 
Info on page 3. www.cjdsupport.org.au

                 emeraldmessenger.com.au  FREE


