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The Community Newspaper 
Association of Australia 
(CNAV) held their annual 
conference and awards 
night in October at The York 
on Lilydale at Mount Evelyn. 
CNAV provides an open fo-
rum for community news-
papers of all shapes and 
sizes. With over 60 member 
papers across the state, the 

award categories were full 
of experienced competition. 
Sixteen different papers 
were recognised across nine 
categories for their work.

Emerald Messenger was the 
newest community journal 
to emerge in the association, 
winning the Best Feature 
Story award and was a 

MESSENGEREMERALD

Society is certainly moving at 
a frantic pace and our busy 
lives don't often pause for 
long to consider our impact 
on the environment and each 
other. However, occasionally 
there are individuals who step 

forward to organise a simple 
community gathering which, 
if nothing else, reminds us 
of the choice we each have 
to adjust our priorities, take 
responsibility for our actions 
and celebrate the importance 

of joining together to make a 
greater difference. 

Peter Cook is a dedicated 
environmental advocate 
who has consistently cre-
ated opportunities to 
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engage with people. As president of the Dandenong Ranges 
Renewable Energy Association (DRREA) Peter often coordi-
nates public forums to discuss different sustainability topics 
face to face. At a community meeting held on October 17th, 
an open invitation brought together a group of hills residents 
and five government representatives to explore proposed 
solutions to the current recycling system crisis. 

Following local promotion for the forum, the topic attract-
ed a great response. Attendees shared their ideas, frusta-
tions and common interest in tackling this complex chal-
lenge, highlighting the need to restore faith in the ability to 
process curbside collection effectively. 

A few days following the forum, a small delegation led by Peter, 
presented the ideas and concerns which had been discussed 
vigorously to local member and Deputy Premier James Merlino. 
They requested that these be taken back to his parliamentary 
colleagues and were encouraged by the discussion.  

There's certainly been major upheaval in the whole recy-
cling process which has resulted in damaging trust within 
the community that efforts over decades to improve up-
take of recycling has been in vain. Goals to improve waste 
management strategies at both manufacturing and con-
sumer sources need to reframe this situation as an oppor-
tunity which would benefit from multiple layers of involve-
ment by the community, business and government.

Inspiring ideas with huge potential for positive change 
can be seen right on our doorstop which demonstrate the 
power of individuals who's actions help influence new be-
haviours. One such example is the recent national award 
winning work of local Emerald Secondary College stu-
dents who established a project called Team 'S.T.O.P.' (Stop 
Trashing Our Planet) demonstrating their initiative at 
the 30th Australian National Championships for Future 
Problem Solving held on October 18th in Queensland. 

They've designed their own reverse vending machine (RVM)
solution which rewards students who recycle their bottles 
and containers. They're working with recycling specialists 

TOMRA and Envirobank using commercial RVM equipment, 
which exist in jurisdictions outside Victoria, to use collected 
bottles at the school and direct generated funds to the 
World Wildlife Foundation. There are also plans in place for 
the broader Emerald community to experience how contain-
er deposit schemes are designed to function – stay tuned.

Team members have been featured by various media, in-
cluding an interivew with Channel 9 where the students 
proudly presented their solution. Notably, they were the only 
public school successfully competing for the top prize in the 
Middle years division of Community Problem Solving. They 
will now go on to represent Australia next June at the World 
Championships held at the University of Massachusetts in 
the USA and are looking to start fundraising for their trip.

The ripple effect from harnessing the power of small ideas 
which result in greater education through schools, commu-
nity organisations, households and businesses can create 
the change needed. Holding an informal public gathering 
is a good place to begin and may identify helpful sources of 
support and encourage constructive criticism. Grass roots ini-
tiatives can demonstrate potential and government support 
with funding opportunities can boost skill development, indus-
try improvements and significant environmental outcomes. 
Fundamentally the shift starts with us and our individual ac-
tions to embrace urgent changes to consumer behaviours.

Much work is being done in the hills to advocate for envi-
ronmental projects. Peter also champions solar power on 
rooftops and encourages business owners to adopt better 
practices to reduce waste. Education campaigns can em-
power the public to take responsibility for they contribu-
tion to the effectiveness of recycling efforts. As featured in 
Meredith Cole's article 'Power to Change Things' (Emerald 
Messenger Sept 2018 p37) our purchasing actions hold 
enormous influence. Also in last September's edition there's 
information about Container Deposit Schemes on p33.

Local sustainability focused organisations such as Hills 
Recycling publish the locations across the hills where com-
munity led collection points have been setup for items 
which are difficult to recycle such as batteries, light globes, 
toothbrushes and other items that would further con-
taminate curb side recylcing bins. Details are online at  
www.hillsrecycling.wixsite.com/hillsrecycling

National Recycling Week – November 11-17th

recyclingnearyou.com.au/nationalrecyclingweek

PHIL BYERS & TOMAS BYERS

SUSTAINABILITY

REFLECT, ACT, SHARE, REPEAT
Continued from page 1

Team STOP members Lena, Ruby, Jaicob, Christian and Ethan –  
national winners of the 2019 Future Problem Solving championships 
in the Middle years division of Community Problem Solving  

Emerald Primary teacher Jess Tannock outlines school recycling initiatives
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Conceived from a shared love of storytelling and a keen 
interest in heritage and architecture, the 'Stories Behind 
the Facade' exhibition is a yearlong collaboration between 
mother-daughter team Jola Pawlowska, Sam Moon and Tex 
Moon and Jesse Raaen.

The exhibition showcases intricate paper cut-outs of five 
significant heritage buildings in the Dandenong Ranges. 
Derived from a unique Polish paper cutting art-form 
Wycinanki (vee-chee-none-kee). The artworks are a nod to 
our Polish heritage and mum’s lifelong creative journey as a 
paper-cutting artist. Multiple historic layers and the stories 
of these buildings are revealed and brought to life through 
recorded memories compiled by Tex Moon along with pho-
tographs and building biographies by Jesse Raaen.

We believe this project is important as stories and oral tradi-
tions of our community can easily be lost. Generations pass 
or move out of the area taking with them the associated 
collective memories that are part of local history. 

This exhibition is an opportunity to celebrate our cultural 
heritage, reflect on the heritage value of our environment 
and significance of our cultural past, present and future. 
Local community members, the Mt Dandenong Historical 
Society and heritage experts have all helped immensely by 
sharing invaluable stories and contributing information to 
the project. All of whom have helped to bring some of the 
significant and rich history of this region to life.

The production and delivery of this exhibition has been 
made possible with thanks to Yarra Ranges Council through 
the Grants for Community program, under the auspice of 
Burrinja Cultural Centre, in partnership with Yarra Ranges 

Regional Museum, endorsed by The Polish Art Foundation 
and the National Trust of Australia.

The exhibition will be open 10am-4pm daily from Saturday 
November 9th 2019 – Sunday January 26th 2020 at the 
Yarra Ranges Regional Museum 35-37 Castella St, Lilydale. 
Admission is free.

For a detailed program of events, including a paper cutting 
workshop and an afternoon talk by Sara Hardy, author of 
‘The Unusual Life of Edna Walling’, go to yolaanddaria.com.
au/pages/stories-behind-the-facade

SAM MOON

STORIES BEHIND THE 
FACADE EXHIBITION

ARTS & CULTURE

Paper cutting artist Jola Pawlowska and daughter illustrator designer 
Sam Moon

OUR CULTURAL PAST, PRESENT AND FUTURE

Polish paper cutting art-form Wycinanki (vee-chee-none-kee); 
Burnham Beeches Photos: Cathy Ronalds
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Undeterred by the frightening weather forecasts, once again 
the Philanthropic Collective have put on a spectacular char-
ity event for the whole community. This year Halloween on 
the Green was held on Saturday October 26th at Ferny 
Creek Reserve. Over 2500 ghouls, goblins and colourful day-
of-the-dead characters turned out in their finest costumes.

“We were firmly glued to the weather radar throughout the 
day, ready to enact our emergency plan,” said event director 
Andrew Fillip-Gautier, "but the weather didn't stop us and 
the sun made several appearances." 

Le Pine Funerals were the stand out highlight, along with 
the New Orleans Mayor’s Parade. Families and children all 
dressed in their spookiest attire enjoyed the free rides and en-
tertainment that make this event such a fantastic day out.

Andrew and his team promise even more surprises for 2020 
when Halloween falls on Saturday October 31st! Mwahahaha!

www.facebook.com/halloweenonthegreen

MEREDITH COLE

Photos: Kirsty Hall
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ENVIRONMENT

Like many, I am a gardener among other things, such as 
wife, mother and retired academic. When I first arrived in 
Australia from the UK as a young teacher in the 60s, I lived 
in South Australia - a state with a Mediterranean climate. 
There I had to come to terms with long hot summers and 
relearn what I could and couldn’t grow in my garden. But 
when I moved to Melbourne in the 1990s I suddenly felt 
more at home. Melbourne had gardens filled with silver birch 
and azaleas and number plates on cars that had the by-line 
‘Victoria - Garden State’.

Sadly, after a few years, I noticed the silver birches in 
Melbourne dying and we were told something called ‘global 
warming’ was arriving. We had to change our gardening 
style. I took note and investigated what could be done to 
deal with a hotter climate. It seemed the best thing to do 
was to plant in a Mediterranean style! 

My move from the city to the ranges east of Melbourne how-
ever brought me to another chapter and the thrill of being 
surrounded by European trees once again. Here there were 
birches and oaks but growing alongside tree ferns, Mountain 
Ash, Messmate Stringybark and many kinds of wattle. 

Since arriving in Emerald I’ve discovered not only does the town 
have beautiful gardens it also has many active clubs and char-
ity groups. There is a writing group, an art society, and a theatre 
troupe and with so many enthusiastic gardeners, there are two 
garden groups. I was even inspired to open my very new garden 

BEYOND THE GARDEN GATE

last year for ‘Beyond the Garden Gate’, a fund-raising event or-
ganised by a local charity. How better to share your passion 
than to do so in Emerald, in spring and for a good cause? 

Last year there was a light shower of rain but under umbrel-
las we were still able to enjoy ourselves, ending the day at the 
Emerald Community House where we had a wonderful after-
noon tea prepared by the Ranges Aid Grandmothers group.

Ranges Aid Grandmothers to Grandmothers is the Emerald 
branch of the Grandmothers to Grandmothers Campaign. 
This global organisation raises funds to help grandmoth-
ers in Africa who, with no government support, take care of 
many children orphaned by the Aids epidemic. 

Ranges Aid conducts a number of fundraising events through-
out the year. This year the weather was perfect for the event 
and we successfully raised $1,000 for the organisation. Spring 
flowers bloomed and groups of gardeners and friends chat-
ted, learnt a bit, took photos and wandered. One of the gar-
dens was an English-style garden filled with small rare plants 
and the other was full of colourful tough Australian natives. 

After viewing the gardens, we went to Mont du Soleil in 
Kallista where we sat down to a gorgeous afternoon tea 
high on a hill overlooking a wonderful view. 

For information on being part of next year’s ‘Beyond the 
Garden Gate’ event email Karen Black, secretary for Ranges 
Aid Inc. at karen.black58@gmail.com

JULIA CATTON

COMMUNITY

Emerald RSL honours WWI diggers. Check out your local RSL for Remembrance Day activities on November 11th 
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It has been seven months since the Bunyip State park was 
hit by lightning strikes that burnt approximately 60% of the 
park, displacing local wildlife and changing the landscape. 
So what’s been happening there over the winter months? 
How much regeneration has occurred and when will the 
park reopen to the public? 

I asked Jack Dinkgreve, Area Chief Ranger at Parks Victoria 
how things were looking at Bunyip State Park and he advised 
that the park environment is still very raw and unstable with 
some areas slower to regenerate after the fires than others. 
The bushfires have had a huge impact on park infrastructure 
particularly on roads, bushwalking tracks, boardwalks and 
signage as well as on the environmental and cultural values 
within the park. There is still a lot of work required before 
areas of the park are safe and ready to reopen. This includes 
hazardous tree removal, repairing and replacing damaged 
infrastructure and signage, repairing damage to roads and 
tracks and allowing certain areas to regenerate further.

Some of the heavy rainfall in parts of the park over winter has 
led to erosion and silt runoff. In addition some members of the 
public have chosen to enter the park illegally which has been 
detrimental to the park’s recovery causing additional damage 
to roads and tracks through further erosion. Parks Victoria 
has installed erosion control infrastructure such as coir logs, 
silt traps and hay bales to reduce the impact of soil erosion on 
the tracks, steep slopes and gullies. 

Over winter Parks Victoria has focused on predator control 
programs to help protect remaining populations of small 
mammals. To find out how the local animals have been 
coping, the park's 'Caught on Camera' project is recording 
information on the presence of wildlife within the park. Staff 
have undertaken some preliminary night surveys and found 
that many animals survived the fires including wallabies, 
kangaroos, wombats, koalas, lace monitors, lyrebirds, great-
er gliders, mountain brushtail possums and sugar gliders. 
Some birds were also quick to return to fire affected areas 
with sightings of powerful owls, owlet nightjars, red-browed 
firetail finches, robins, satin bowerbirds, kookaburras, cur-
rawongs and magpies. The surveys also revealed that wild 
dogs, foxes and deer were present within the park. 

The Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning 
have assisted in removing a number of wild dogs and foxes 
from areas of the park and a local contractor has been deliv-
ering a fox control program in an effort to protect the small 
mammals that survived the fires.

Some areas in the east of the park were reopened in April 
once the fire threat ceased. Unfortunately Parks Victoria has 
also had to take steps to further protect the park from in-
appropriate recreational activities and requests that all visi-
tors stay only within the areas that are open to the public. 
This includes Lawson Falls Picnic Ground and Forest Road 
Campground. Other areas of the park will be reopened in 
stages over the next six to 12 months as infrastructure is 

repaired and replaced and the park is made safe.

Parks Victoria continues to work diligently with the support 
of contractors and volunteers from the Friends of Bunyip 
State Park, Bushwalking Victoria, Victorian National Parks 
Association and Four Wheel Drive Victoria. They plan to reo-
pen Mortimer’s Picnic Ground and Nature Walk, Cannibal 
Creek Horse Unloading Area and some of the tracks in the 
south west corner of the park by late November. 

If people wish to volunteer and get involved in assisting 
with fire recovery activities we recommend contacting the 
Friends of Bunyip State Park, Bushwalking Victoria or Four 
Wheel Drive Victoria.

KIRSTY HALL 

In conjunction with Jack Dinkgreve  
Parks Victoria Area Chief Ranger

ENVIRONMENT

AS LIFE RETURNS 

Photos: Kirsty Hall
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My mum was English, a royalist and a Tory through and 
through while my dad was a socialist. I never questioned who 
they voted for because it was obvious. They voted for a philo-
sophical position, not for policies. I don’t recall them ever argu-
ing about policy. I don’t think they were interested in policy.

They expected their party to govern according to a pretty well-
known set of priorities and they expected the elected govern-
ment to just get on with it. What political information they 
did get was from the newspaper. This was at a time when 
the role of a newspaper was to provide factual information, 
a time when opinion was clearly marked ‘editorial’. They be-
lieved that polite people didn’t discuss sex, religion or politics.

What’s changed? Everything.

We are drowning in a swirling tide of information and opin-
ion. Most of the time we can’t distinguish one from the other. 
Is this what he thinks? Or is it what he knows? Who knows?

Television, radio, social media, newspapers, billboards, bump-
er stickers are all pelting us with information. For the first 

time in the history of the world, we get to interact with it all 
in public. We can engage in heated debates with strangers 
on Facebook or phone in to talk back programs on the radio,. 
We can see our tweets across the bottom of the TV screen. 
Our opinions and observations have never been so impor-
tant, so ‘out there’. We are all experts, we all have our say. But 
it’s all so superficial and there is so much of it.

We are drowning in a swirling tide of confusion because 
none of this ‘information’ stays still long enough for us to 
stop and think. Were they going to bring in a death tax? Is 
there a massive caravan of rapists and murderers lined up 
at the USA’s southern border? Are immigrants from Eastern 
Europe taking all the jobs? Is our economy booming? Or is it 
going down the gurgler?

Someone said of the loser in our recent Australian Federal 
election, “It isn’t you Bill. It’s the country.” Thomas Jefferson 
said that, “a well-informed electorate is a prerequisite to de-
mocracy”. We think we are well-informed because there is 
this unending supply of commentary being thrown at us and 
we are being given opportunities to voice our own opinions.

The trouble is we are not bothering to discriminate between 
what is information and what is opinion. We get caught up 
in a helter-skelter cycle where everything moves fast, one 
voice, one meme, one slogan following another, never giv-
ing us time to think.

We are not taking the time or making the effort to interro-
gate the truth of the things we are told. People are sharing 
posts on social media without having a clue about their 
origin or their basis in fact. We are confronted by billboards 
defaming politicians from every side. We see slogans every-
where and we take them for truth.

There are plenty of fact-checking web sites but people rarely 
use them. Instead, they decide they like the look of something, 
it fits with their preconceptions and they hit the ‘share’ button.

This is how we are manipulated. This is how we are misled. 
And this is how democracy will be further damaged. If we 
don’t learn how to manage the digital information world 
we are creating – it will manage us.

PATRICIA BUONCRISTIANI

COMMENTARY

DIGITAL 
DISCRIMINATION

Check the accuracy of content with fact-checking website Snopes
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On a balmy summer evening, a few weeks before Christmas, 
the Puffing Billy Park and surrounding area turns into a fun 
Christmas Market that you have to see to really appreciate. 

To make shopping the most fun it can be, the Emerald 
Twilight Market will have pony rides, a jumping castle, si-
lent disco and animal farm. There will also be music in the 
food court and of course a visit from Santa himself! Hear his 
jolly ho ho hos or the ringing of his big gold bell as he wan-
ders through the stalls. Remember, he knows who has been 
naughty and nice and he may even have a basket of good-
ies to share with all the nice boys and girls. He’ll be happy 
to stop and chat and hear what children are hoping to find 
under the tree on Christmas morning. 

The food court, in the Puffing Billy yard, will give the whole 
family plenty of options to enjoy dinner in the park, be it a 
slow cooked pulled pork bun, Chinese dumplings, Turkish go-
zleme, twisty potatoes on a stick or flaming BBQ skewers. Or 
grab a pizza, fish and chips, souvlaki, chicken dinner or Thai 
meal from your favourite take-away and support the local 
traders who will be open on the night. 

Be sure to bring your own shopping bags or baskets and 
stock up on food for the Christmas table or the month of 
festivities ahead. You’ll find gingerbread houses and mince 
tarts, Christmas themed cookies and cakes, brandy sauce, 
cranberry, mint and apple jellies as well as specialty breads 
and pastries from The Artisan Crust.

You’ll even find soaps and candles that will make your whole 
house smell like Christmas as well as beautifully handmade 
decorations to keep for yourself or give as special gifts. 

Stallholders with unique and novelty hand crafted and  
artisan gifts offer another reason to skip parking nightmares 
and the mayhem of large shopping centres with mass pro-
duced, often imported items. Buying from local artisans not 
only means your gifts are special but also keeps the local 
economy strong, as they reinvest in other local businesses. 

You’ll find lovingly designed and crafted jewellery, old fashioned 
toys that are made to last, miniature terrarium gardens, beau-
tiful artwork, unique clothing for babies and adults and special 

items for the home including lovely Japanese styled handcrafts. 
There will be plenty of stocking stuffers like bath bombs and 
natural skin care items, books by the author, macramé hangers 
and cute clay chooks! You’ll find a surprise down each aisle and 
you’re sure to find something unique and special.

Come for an alfresco dinner, meet up with friends and browse 
or have a serious shopping spree but be sure not to miss it. It’s 
all centred around the Puffing Billy Park on Kilvington Drive 
Emerald on Friday December 6th. The fun starts at 3pm just 
in time for school pick-up and it all winds up at 8pm.

NON BLAIR

LOCAL TWILIGHT SHOPPING
COMMUNITY

www.emeraldcommunityhouse.com.au

Friday December 6th 
from 3-8pm

Located in Puffing Billy Park, 
Kilvington Drv, Emerald

•	Music & Food
Come and enjoy the festivities 

•	Market Stalls
•	Family fun •	Activities

www.emeraldcommunityhouse.org.au

www.emeraldcommunityhouse.com.au

Friday December 6th 
from 3-8pm

Located in Puffing Billy Park, 
Kilvington Drv, Emerald

•	Music & Food
Come and enjoy the festivities 

•	Market Stalls
•	Family fun •	Activities

Back/neck pain
Sports injuries
Headaches
Overuse injuries

Sprains/strains
Falls & balance
Post-surgical rehab
Women’s health

DANDENONG RANGES 

 Pilates  Orthotics  Remedial Massage

www.drphysio.com.au9751 0400 - Opposite Mt Dandenong Hotel www.drphysio.com.auOLINDA - 9751 0400 - Opposite Mt Dandenong Hotel 
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finalist in three other categories. The judges recognised 'Your 
Story in Art' by Meredith Cole as “Beautifully written, well-
paced and interesting. We meet and talk to a visual artist, 
graphic designer and musician with synaesthesia. A fasci-
nating subject brought vividly to life on the page". www.em-
eraldmessenger.com.au/editions/october-2018/ (Pages 6-7)

Emerald Messenger also received three finalist awards in-
cluding recognition for Best Writing by a Person 18 Years 
or Younger, with 'Young Voices in Politics' by Erin Byers. 
The judge said, “This persuasive feature article was a well-
researched and structured piece of writing behind lowering 
the age for voting to 16 and incorporated statistics and po-
litical quotations to back up their legitimate arguments.” The 
judge further commented that it contained “strong emotive 
language and well-articulated arguments.” www.emer-
aldmessenger.com.au/editions/september-2018/ (Page 32)

Finalist for Best Historical Article was the “Historical Social 
Significance Honouring Women” by Mary Farrow which fo-
cused on the Maternal & Child Health Centre in Emerald 
which recognized “the importance of the social role that 
the building played in providing health services to mothers 
and their babies.” www.emeraldmessenger.com.au/editions/ 
september-2018/ (Page 39)

The judge awarded Emerald Messenger as a finalist for the 
Best Community Content for an entire edition, commenting 
that it was “providing a good selection of interesting articles 
on a varied range of subjects, from power supply to surviving 
domestic violence to market drummers…a great little paper.” 
www.emeraldmessenger.com.au/editions/december-2018/

A complete account of the conference with workshop con-
tent and other Victorian awards recipients can be found in 
the current edition of Roundabout, CNAV’s quarterly publi-
cation available on www.emeraldmessenger.com.au

COMMUNITY

EMERALD MESSENGER 
WINS RECOGNITION 

Continued from page 1

The new CNAV committee: Front row: Anne Brackley (The Springdale 
Messenger), Sandra Miller (Warrandyte Diary), Fay Woodhouse 
(Lancefield Mercury) and Helen Smith (Village Bell). Back row: James 
Poyner (Warrandyte Diary), Jens-Kristian Toft Hansen (Ferntree Gully 
News), Mary Farrow (Emerald Messenger), Meredith Cole (Emerald 
Messenger) and Caroline Roff (The Koo Wee Rup Blackfish)

Photos: Kirsty Hall
World Kindness Day – November 13th
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Would you like to make new friends or perhaps even bring 
your own? Want to try something fun and social but still 
challenging?

All equipment is provided along with a helping hand from 
our experienced expert bowlers. Come along to our ‘Night 
Owls’ barefoot bowls evening every Thursday night start-
ing at 7:30pm from November 7th onwards. Everyone is 
warmly welcomed.

For further details please contact the Monbulk Bowling 
Club on 9756 6183 or visit the website monbulkbowls.org

DENISE RUTZOU Thursdays

SPORT

BAREFOOT 
SHENANIGANS

                              www.chigeneration.com.au

                                                Full mind~body meditation, releasing tension, gaining strength
                                                See website for venues, timetable, and booking details

                                                When would you like to start…? 

                          Tai Chi and Qigong Classes 

0437 949 919
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Reminiscing with one of my old schoolmates, Bob Baguley, I 
was reminded of what a keen fisherman he had been in his 
younger days. Being a local lad (he still is) he spent a lot of 
time fishing in the Menzies Creek.

The creek rises at the base of Johns Hill near the township of 
Menzies Creek and runs to its junction with Woori Yallock Creek 
near Butterfield Park. A tourist track – one of the first creat-
ed after the government made grants 'to blaze tourist tracks 
through the forest' in 1908 – follows its meandering course.

The track starts at the bottom of Telopea Road but at pre-
sent the Telopea Road steps are barricaded for safety and 
access has to be from Sydney Avenue. The steps were con-
structed in 1994 by a local group known as Meander. Prior to 
that there was only a slippery downhill slope for the fishers 
and walkers to negotiate.

In the 1940s and 50s there were plenty of trout, both the 
introduced rainbow and the native brown, eels and blackfish. 
Some say there were also redfin, another introduced spe-
cies. Bob's record catch was a 3lb blackfish. His whole family 
would go fishing with their father and sometimes the catch 
provided the evening meal.

Another keen fisherman was Graeme Smith, also still resid-
ing, who would go fishing with his mate, Jack Asling. For 
Graeme, fishing was more of a hobby - it was rabbits which 
were invariably his family's main fare. They abounded in the 
grassy paddocks adjacent to the track and were easily shot 
or trapped. The traps we used were outlawed years later be-
cause they were cruel. The really patient of my school friends 
could catch rabbits without a trap or gun by making a noose 
out of twine and placing it over a break in the blackberries 
on a 'rabbit run'. Waiting until the rabbit tentatively stuck its 
head out to sniff the air, it was lassoed with a quick jerk of 
the string! And then there were those who were lucky enough 
to have ferrets.

Graeme and Bob were able fishermen as was a friend of 
mine from Upwey High School who, when staying for the 
weekend, always managed to catch at least four trout. In 
all my years at 'Cascades' I managed to catch only one fish 
when my brother and I diverted the creek, to the annoyance 
of our parents, and picked up a rainbow trout from the inch 
of water left trickling in the creek bed.

I am not sure how good the creek is for fishing these days. At 
one stage it became rather polluted by an upstream piggery 
– now long gone. The yabbies, which we caught with a piece 
of meat tied to a length of string and arranged in colourful red 
and blue ranks like army tanks on parade, disappeared for a 
while. Both Bob and I saw platypuses in the creek on rare oc-
casions. The Victorian Platypus Survey is not location-specific 
enough to let me know if there are any still found there.

As children the tourist track was our playground. We'd disap-
pear all day on Saturday tracking the walkers without their 
knowledge. We only got caught once, often hiding in an old 
hollowed out mountain ash which we imagined had been a 
shelter made by Aborigines but had likely been created in an 
earlier bushfire. 

An interesting channel ran alongside the creek just before 
Charman Avenue. It provided a water-race to power a tur-
bine which provided electricity to the A'Vard property long 
before the town supply had even been thought of. The tur-
bine had been designed by John Aitken, an Oxbridge Rhodes 
scholar and engineer who built the second house in Sydney 
Road in about 1946. The first had been built by the Braddock 
family in 1942 during the war.

A little further on where the track resumed, following 
Charman Avenue for about 200 metres, there was a large 
grassy area which was designated A'Vard Picnic Ground 
many years later. In its centre was a rotunda which had 
been built years before in the period between the two world 

FISHING IN THE MENZIES CREEK
HISTORY

A yabby caught and released in the Menzies Creek

A recent photograph of the Menzies Creek from the tourist track

Photos: Chris Britton
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wars and had served as a bandstand for various bands to 
entertain tourists and locals. We sheltered there if caught 
in the rain. Eventually it succumbed to vandalism and the 
picnic ground itself is now gradually returning to the bush-
land which it once was. Using old photographs the rotunda 
was replicated at the Emerald Museum by local craftsman, 
John Curry, and stands as a reminder of the halcyon days of 
Emerald tourism.

Beyond the picnic ground going towards the 'cement' bridge 
on the Patch-Emerald Road there were old mineshafts to 
be explored. These were the limit of our wandering range 
and after nimbly avoiding disappearing forever down one of 
them we'd return home - perhaps a little exhausted.

Nobody would describe my schoolmates or me as 'ferals' but 
we certainly led a life somewhat freer and different from the 
kids of today - even those lucky enough to be living in Emerald.

BILL PELL

Bill, who is retired, claims to have lived in Emerald since  
1947 but has in fact spent a great deal of his working life  

in such varied places as Papua-New Guinea and less  
salubrious countries such as Libya and Mozambique.

BUSINESS

Get in early for your Christmas shopping. Emerald Village 
Pharmacy’s annual VIP shopping event is on again, to be 
held Saturday November 16th.

We have a huge range of new and beautiful gift lines to suit 
a wide variety of ages and tastes.

On the day, you will receive 15% off all giftware, jewellery, 
perfume, Artdeco and Inika cosmetics you purchase and also 
receive a wonderful FREE gift bag to say thank you for shop-
ping on the day.

As well, one lucky customer will win the Lucky Door Prize val-
ued at $200.

We look forward to giving you ideas to help you with all your 
Christmas shopping needs.

At Emerald Village Pharmacy, the following services are 
offered:

• Medication Reviews

• Weekly Medication Packing Services

• Iron Deficiency Screening

• Administering Flu and Whooping Cough Vaccinations

• Diabetes (NDSS) Sub-Agent

• Prescription Text Messaging Service

• Sick Leave Certificates

• Blood Pressure Monitoring

• Medical Equipment Hire & Sales

• Special Occasion Makeovers

• Ear Piercing

• Scheduled Hearing and Bone Density Testing

• Loyalty Rewards Program

Our trained and experienced staff are available to ensure 
that you achieve the best possible healthcare outcomes.

GABRIELLE SIMMONDS

Emerald Village Pharmacy

SHOP TIL YOU DROP
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After an incredible eight weeks of preparation, the Ignite 
Youth Festival held on October 4th at Gemco Arts Centre 
was a wonderful celebration of young creative talent — 
both on and off the stage!

It was such a thrill to see such widespread support for 
the idea that local year 9 student Blaise Cosme organ-
ised together with myself and lots of amazing people! 

Encouragement came from all directions and  the whole 
experience, though it was a little nerve racking at times, 
was a spectacular and an incredibly special event high-
lighting how important it is to create a local platform for 
positive youth-led activities.

There were so many great outcomes, personal lessons 
and new skills being developed amongst the whole team. 
Thank you to all the musicians who performed so superbly, 
it was sensational to see you shine on stage and bring such 
incredible music and joy to share with the audience. 

One of the lasting highlights for this project were video 
interviews with each of the artists speaking about what 
music means to them and thoughts on how these type 

ARTS & CULTURE

HIGH CALIBRE YOUNG 
ARTISTS ON FIRE!

Photos: Kirsty Hall, Blaise Cosme & Geordie Daff
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of opportunities for young people can help showcase dif-
ferent interests and talents was a powerful message that 
brings people together to support! 

In addition to the music, a fantastic visual art exhibition was 
setup in the foyer, with attendees enjoying complementary 
food and refreshments and a chance to chat and relax.

This whole project was just magnificent and it's only been 
possible thanks to the generosity of all the sponsors, start-
ing with the amazing Mark at Star of Emerald, Emerald 
Community House, Gemco Arts Centre, Fidgets Wardrobe, 

Captains of Emerald, KLR Legal, Biltons Business Services, 
The Laughing Fox Cafe and invaluable support from 
Emerald Primary School and Emerald SES too.

Ideas for future events have already started and discus-
sions with both the youth services and arts officers at 
Cardinia Council have been really positive as well. 

Stay tuned for the next adventure with Ignite in early 2020!

PHIL BYERS 
www.ignitefestival.com.au

Surrounded by Golden Oaks, St Cuthbert's is a delightful wood-
en chapel that has long ties with local history and community. 
It is the oldest public building in Menzies Creek, built in 1907 to 
serve the Church of England, on land donated by locals. 

In 1996, St Cuthbert's was sold to a civil celebrant named Wendy 
and underwent considerable restoration work the following 
year. Then in 2010 the chapel changed ownership to its current 
proprietors Anne Aldridge and Steve Holmes; who also run an 
adjacent bed and breakfast called Aura of the Dandenongs. 
The chapel is heritage listed with the National Trust and is used 
for weddings, name-givings, funerals and concerts. 

An interesting feature of the chapel is the stained-glass sanc-
tuary window at the rear of the building made by local artist 

Alan Humphries. It proudly includes the local steam train - 
Puffing Billy in its beautiful artwork. This is quite apt consider-
ing that this well-known hills icon, puffs and whistles its way 
through the countryside only a hundred metres away.

Whilst perfectly suited for events such as weddings, the space 
contained within the chapel is also suitable for concerts. The 
wooden structure of the building itself acts as a soundboard 
for any music played and it adds wonderfully to the aural 
ambience with natural reverb and sympathetic resonance. 
This became quite apparent in a recent concert where no 
amplification was used. The voices of the four performing 
singers filled the space remarkably well. It was a most pleas-
ant way to listen to singing in a day where amplification is 
virtually taken for granted in most music performances.

The chapel has hosted many local and visiting musicians over 
the past few years and looks forward to offering many more 
years of service as a venue for a wide range of occasions.  

For enquiries about the chapel you can contact Anne 
Aldridge or Steve Holmes on 0410 020 610.

JOSE GARCIA

ARTS & CULTURE

ST CUTHBERT'S –  
A RESOUNDING SUCCESS

Photo: Kirsty Hall
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2019 WOORILLA POETRY PRIZE - YOUTH SECTION WINNER
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Telephone: 03 5968 3881  Email: emhouse@iinet.net.au 
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‘Find us’ on Facebook - www.facebook.com/emeraldcommunityhouse 
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Short course programs, children’s 
programs, local events, venue hire, 
activities & community projects 

Supporting Local Community 
Enterprise Zone: 

Strengthening new opportunities 
for local business development, 
training pathways, volunteering 
and pathways to employment 
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 Our Vision is to be a place where connections are made and opportunities are realised.  
Our Mission is to consistently meet the needs of the community by providing  

quality community development activities, programs and services. 
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She will never forget 

a small slight bride collapses

under the weight of imitated jewelry

large bridal necklaces, thick as chains

shed golden dust on a 

silky crimson wedding dress-

a sacred day

she will never forget

trudging along the shallow bank

her dress too heavy, caves her back

but the green river gleams 

the rippled reflection of a crescent boat

with a lush reed hut and majestic wooden oars 

a gift from a husband she is yet to see 

they row across the great Ganges

the setting sun sprays the sky a 

collage of navy 

interwoven with pink

the soft rustling feathers of pelicans

and a sweet spring stream

 
 

a royal raja for an overjoyed rani

her father tells her he is a wealthy landlord 

owner of many shops and plentiful plots 

a respected, dejected man

whose wife drowned in the same river 

she must now cross

and across the river

in a dim clay cabin 

candle lights flicker as a door creaks open 

for a brief moment, the world pauses

he gently lifts her netted veil and

she steals a glance

withered, papery skin

charred teeth loosely stuck to

rotting gums that stench of betel nuts 

her candle flame dies 

By a silent shallow river 

on a cold dark night

a girl no more than a child 

is forced to bear a woman’s burden-

an entrance to adulthood 

she will never forget

2019
 

www.woorilla.org.au

W O O R I L
L

A

2017

Woorilla 
Poetry Prize

cover

Woorilla Poetry 
Prize 2016

Organised by: 
Maria Millers

Judged by:
Judith Rodriguez

Award presentation atGemco Theatre, Emerald VIC
5th June 2016

Supported 
by

WOORILLA POETRY PRIZE 2018 1

WOORILLA
POETRY PRIZE

2018

 
 

2 Beaconsfield – Emerald Road, 
Beaconsfield. 

 
Phone 0400 543 157 

 
www.oneplangroup.com.au 

 

 
Feature & Level Surveys 

Title Boundary Re-establishment 

Consolidation of Titles 

Subdivision 

Our focus is to provide quality, professional, 
personalised land surveying services 
throughout Victoria focused on the hills 
communities north of Beaconsfield. 

Congratulations to Sameer Khan from Victoria for his 
poem 'She Will Never Forget' which was awarded by judge 
Louise Rockne as the winner in the Youth Section. 

Details about winning entries in this years competition 
are available at www.woorilla.org.au. Books with winning 
poems from the past four years are available for purchase 
from Emerald Community House on 5968 3881.

SAMEER KHAN
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Our Mission is to consistently meet the needs of the community by providing  

quality community development activities, programs and services. 

Program Guide 
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Membership Fees 
$10 for individuals and $15 for families applies to all users accessing any of the services/programs at 
Emerald Community House (ECH).  The membership fee is an annual fee from January to December and 
goes towards House facilities and maintenance, community grant support, insurance, free community wifi 
and other house expenses. Further details www.emeraldcommunityhouse.org.au  
 

Course Enrolment  
Enrolment/membership forms are available at the office or online www.emeraldcommunityhouse.org.au. 
Course cancellations may occur if minimum class numbers aren’t achieved. Terms/Conditions are also 
online. NOTE: Course times and activity details are correct as at time of printing, but may be subject to 
change at the discretion of management. 

Membership, Course Enrolment Details & Conditions 

The Dig In Community Café is an ECH initiative to promote community 
volunteering, job skills and connections. ECH practises community dining 
as an exercise in preparedness and community engagement. Run by 
community volunteers under the House Manager, The Dig In Community 
Café provides a range of volunteer opportunities including menu planning, 
food preparation, cooking, venue setting, set-up, pack up and dishwashing.  
Donations are kindly accepted to keep the café going. 
 

Volunteers and diners all enjoy a fun night and it’s a great outlet to make 
new friends and eat together around the community table. This takes place 
on the last Friday of every month, unless otherwise advertised. Other  
community groups are encouraged to get involved and run a Dig In 
Community dining event of their own.  
 

Volunteers and food donations always welcome! 

 
Thank you to all of our Dig In Community Café regular sponsors (Emerald Woolworths,  
Emerald Bakery & Cockatoo Bakery) and our wonderful team of volunteers! 
 

Dates: Friday Nov 29th, Dec 20th 
Venue: ECH Hall  
Time: 6-8pm 

Dig In Community Cafe 

The Dig in Community Café is one of a collection of programs recognised by Monash/EMV Resilience 
Compendium in Victoria and EMV’s Community Resilience Framework 

 
Funds raised from market stall 

fees support the Emerald 
Community House not-for profit to 

continue running events, 
programs & community 
development projects 

2019 Spring/Summer Markets 

Sunday 9am-3pm November 17th 

Friday   3pm-8pm December 6th 

(Twilight Market in Puffing Billy Park) 

Sunday 9am-3pm December 15th 
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Emerald Wellbeing Group - FREE 
Course Code WP  With Karen Jinnette & Dianne Edwards  
 
Our popular and innovative program provides a diverse and fun environment for people to 
engage in various physical and intellectual activities that can improve quality of health and 
wellbeing. The program takes place in an environment that includes carers to develop friendships, receive 
support from the group and develops a network with a variety of people and age groups. 
 

We offer a range of structured fun activities to improve general wellbeing  directed at people over 50.  
There is a focus on providing people with an opportunity to get together for social gatherings, informal 
discussions as well as providing valuable information.  Carers who support loved ones, must attend 
together and are welcome.Our program is coordinated by volunteers & currently funded by ECH. 
 

Dates:  Tuesday October 8th - December 17th (10 weeks) No class November 5th 
Time & Venue:  9:30am - 11:30am, Emerald RSL 
 

Yoga To Suit Everyone 
 

Are you finding it hard to find a yoga class that suits you because you have a knee problem?  
Maybe the downward facing dog is not comfortable because you have high blood pressure.  
This yoga class is geared towards everybody's needs. You still get a stretch and a workout, while doing 
what you CAN do. Beginners are welcome. 
 

Contact Lisa: 0438 097 475 
$180 for 10 classes 
10% discount for seniors 

Health & Wellbeing 
QiGong for Health & Healing 
Course Code QG With Maxine Gardner 
 
QIGONG, (chi gong), from which Tai Chi originated, uses the same principles of combining breath-work, 
movement and stillness to improve the quality of life on all levels. The purpose of these ancient exercises 
is to seek stillness (relaxation) in movement (chaos). Bringing these aspects into balance will  help to 
provide participants with practical tools for coping with the daily stresses of everyday life. QiGong can 
improve flexibility, balance, and coordination. It can be beneficial for arthritis, recovering from surgery or 
illness. Or it can simply help those who wish to enjoy the practice of a beautiful and gentle way of being, 
contributing to their health at the same time. Please bring water & a blanket. 

Dates:  Thursday October 10th - December 19th (9 weeks) No classes October 17th & 24th  
Time & Venue:  6.30pm - 8:30pm, ECH Hall 
Course Fee:  $148.50 (inc GST)  Casual class fee $22 (inc GST) 

Information Technology 

Computers (Day Sessions)   
Course Code CD   With Donna Asling  
 
Learn all about the ins and outs of your computer in a supportive environment. Work at your own pace, 
guided by the tutor to help you learn what you need to know and are interested in such as simple 
documents, email and communicating through the internet. As your confidence grows learn about 
spreadsheets, inserting pictures or creating data bases. Participants can choose from Microsoft Windows 
operating system and Microsoft Office Suite (including Word, PowerPoint, Excel) and more. 
 

Dates:  Wednesday October 16th - December 4th (8 weeks) 
Time & Venue: 12:30pm - 3pm, ECH Meeting Room 
Course Fee:  $70 (including material & amenities fees)   
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Cider, Perry or Fruit Wine   
Course Code CPF  With Peter Allen 

Learn the basics of fermentation for alcohol and what equipment you might need. This is a practical class in making 
cider and wine and includes tastings from around the world. Strictly for over 18 years of age and includes a light 
lunch. 

Date:   Sunday December 1st (1 session) 
Time & Venue:   10am - 4pm, Telopea Mountain Permaculture, 134 Invermay Road, Monbulk 
Course Fee:   $137.50 (inc GST) 

Critical Care of Fruit Trees 
Course Code CFT With Peter Allen 
 
This class is all about when fruit trees need watering (it may not be when you think). Also, how to deal 
with pest and disease organically. Please bring your lunch. 
 

Date:   Sunday October 13th (1 session)       
Time & Venue:   10am - 4pm, Telopea Mountain Permaculture, 134 Invermay Road, Monbulk 
Course Fee:     $104.50 (inc GST)  

Netted Enclosures To Protect Fruit Trees    
Course Code NE  With Peter Allen 

Learn how to build a netted enclosure with costings. Also, we will discuss proposed new rules which mean 
you will not be able to net your trees or veggies in a backyard effectively if they go through. 

Date:   Sunday November 24th (1 session) 
Time & Venue:   10am - 4pm, Telopea Mountain Permaculture, 134 Invermay Road, Monbulk 
Course Fee:   $104.50 (inc GST) 

 

Cheese Making 
Course Code CM With Peter Allen 

Learn the basics of making diary products at home. Make camembert, sour cream and gourmet feta to 
take home and make and eat ricotta on the day. Ask house about containers to bring as significant 
changes have happened to buying milk you should know about. Please bring lunch to share. 

Date:  Saturday November 23rd (1 session) 
Time & Venue:  9am - 4pm, Telopea Mountain Permaculture, 134 Invermay Road, Monbulk 
Course Fee:    $132.00 (inc GST)  

Garden & Environment 

Design A Cidery    
Course Code DC  With Peter Allen 

Learn all about how to design and manage a cidery, what rootstocks to use and what varieties are 
available to plant. 

Date:   Saturday November 30th (1 session) 
Time & Venue:   10am - 4pm, Telopea Mountain Permaculture, 134 Invermay Road, Monbulk 
Course Fee:   $104.50 (inc GST) 
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Literacy for Adults with a Disability   
Course Code ALFA    With Dianne Edwards  
 
This course is geared for those who will benefit from basic numeracy and literacy skills in a small friendly 
group environment. Using fun and interactive methods, students will  also increase their confidence and 
abilities to work in a group. 
 

Dates: Monday October 7th - December 16th (11 weeks) No class November 4th 
Time & Venue: 9:30am - 11:30am, ECH Hall 
Course Fee: $80  

Everyday Literacy through Cooking 
Course Code ALTC     With Sharyn Thomas  
 

Participants will learn literacy, numeracy and food handling skills through practical cooking demonstrations 
and preparing their own recipes, incorporating the 5 food groups. Ideal for those with special needs, 
participants will learn the fundamentals of food safety and handling including use and sanitising of 
equipment, preparation and storage of ingredients and  storage of food types including dairy, dry goods, 
fruit and vegetables, meat, seafood and poultry.  
 

Hygiene procedures, identifying and preventing high risks and handling of waste items will be covered to 
provide safe practices and increase work place skills. Participants will  also make up their own recipe 
book, using their literacy and numeracy skills while they learn how to prepare and cook  a meal to take 
home and share. 
 

Dates: Monday October 7th - December 16th (10 weeks) No class November 4th 
Time & Venue: 12:30pm - 2:30pm, ECH Hall & Kitchen 
 

Dates: Tuesday October 8th - December 17th (9 weeks) No class November 5th 
Time & Venue: 1pm - 3pm, ECH Hall & Kitchen 
Course Fee: $80 each term, including materials & amenities fees 
Materials: Special dietary needs - add $20 

Literacy & Numeracy 

Developing your Skills for the Workplace 
Course Code DYSW  With Sharyn Thomas  
 

Ideal for those with special needs, participants will learn a variety of natural and environmental crafts that 
interest them such  as making soaps, recycled paper and cards and how to present them for sale.  
Students will run their own market stall at the Emerald Market to sell their creative works and gain 
confidence within a community environment. The money raised goes back into the group and community 
by funding for activities for special needs groups.  We have two groups running. 
 

Dates:  Tuesday October 8th - December 17th (10 weeks) No class November 5th 
Time & Venue:  10am - 12pm, ECH Hall Kitchen 
Course Fee:  $80 (including materials and amenities fees) 

Workplace Skills  

Computers for job seekers (evening sessions) 
Course Code CJS  With Non Blair  
 

Upgrade your IT skills and seek employment. Learn how to search, find and land a job with your increased 
IT skills and polished CV. Bring a friend and sign up for our 2 for 1 special! 
 

Dates:  Wednesday October 16th - December 4th (8 weeks)  
Time & Venue:  7-9pm, ECH  
Course Fee:  $70 
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Book Writers’ Workshop 
Course Code WW  With Heather Ellis 
 
Ever wanted to write that book? Make a start? This course will take you through the steps of writing a 
book, promoting it, getting it published and finding out about attending literary festivals and events around 
the world. Of special interest is the memoir - a historical account or biography from personal knowledge. 
Heather Ellis, author of  the acclaimed  memoir, “Ubuntu”, will take you down your memory lane and help 
you to collect your thoughts and get them organised. This course will run for two semesters to allow 
enough time to finish your book hopefully by the end of the year. 
 

Dates:                   Wednesdays TBA (5 sessions) 
Time & Venue:      7pm - 9pm, ECH Meeting Room  
Course Fees:        $80 (including materials & amenities fees) 

Developing your Writing Skills 
Course Code DYWS   With Maria Millers 
 
Would you like to develop your writing skills further, become an author, a literary critic or write moving 
editorials?  In this course, while exploring different literary works and sharing your creative writing, you will 
be introduced to a range of creative writing techniques that will help to develop your own personal writing 
skills. This is a supportive atmosphere headed by a skilled teacher with some students already published 
or going on to be successful authors. You can too, starting with this course. 
 

Dates:  Friday October 18th  - December 6th (8 weeks) 
Time & Venue:  12:30pm - 3pm, ECH Meeting Room 
Course Fee: $50 (including material & amenities fees) 

Arts & Culture 

Introduction to Sustainable Design Practices  
Course Code ISDP   With Adam Byron-Thomsen   
 
Have you ever wanted to start your own sustainability project? Re-design your garden, kickstart a 
community group, provide a local service or create a partnership to deliver sustainable outcomes? Join 
this course to realise your ideas. You will be guided in planning an achievable project, make meaningful 
community connections and explore possibilities through discussion, activities and site visits. Join today 
and engage in the challenges and opportunities that your future may hold. 
 

Dates:     Thursday October 10th - December 12th (10 weeks) 
Time & Venue:     7 - 9pm, ECH Meeting Room 
Course Fee:    $80   

Sustainability 

Dandenong Ranges Repair Café  

Come along to the next session on Sunday November 17th from 9am-11am at the Emerald 
Community House during the monthly market. Meet others interested in sustainability projects. 
Volunteers helpers are encouraged to come along and join the team.  

www.dandenongrangesrepaircafe.community   facebook.com/dandenongrangesrepaircafe 
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Provide CPR (Course Code HLTAID001) 
 

Covering both the knowledge requirements and practical skills required to perform CPR on an 
infant / adult, the use of an AED, and the requirements for providing an incident/injury report.    

Date: Saturday December 14th 
Time & Venue: 9.30am - 11.30am, ECH Hall 
Course Fee: $70 per person inc GST (All prices also include ECH admin fees) 

 

Provide First Aid - Includes CPR  (Course Code HLTAID003 - Blended Delivery) 
 

The ability to deliver first aid can often mean the difference between life and death. Practical 
competencies in class, includes theory and assessments to be completed at home first.  

Date: Saturday December 14th 
Time & Venue: 9.30am - 1.30pm, ECH Hall  
Course Fee: $154 per person inc GST (All prices also include ECH admin fees) 

Workplace Skills 

Hospitality Work Ready Training - includes RSA* (Course Code HT) 
 

The Hospitality Work Ready Training is an accredited Work Skills program conducted over 
one day. It is aimed at providing participants the skills to be Work Ready to gain employment 
in the hospitality industry. Learn the fundamental skills to build your knowledge of the industry. Experience 
an insight into the professional operation of a commercial kitchen. Develop skills required to work in the 
ever expanding hospitality sector. 
 

Skills covered in practical training & upon completion of workbook participants will achieve; 
SITXFSA001  Use hygienic practices for food safety 
SITHFAB002 Responsible Service of Alcohol (RSA) 

Date:  Saturday November 30th 
Time & Venue:  9am - 4pm, ECH Hall 
Administration Fee:  $75 

* Please note: Individuals cannot be enrolled if they are currently studying as secondary students due to extra conditions for 
eligibility of participants for the Hospitality Training course. Please discuss any queries with the ECH Coordinator to confirm. 

Introduction to Travel and Tourism  
Course Code ITT     With Janette Connell  
 
Ever thought of combining your love of travel into a career? What is involved? Can you work from 
home? What are the options?  
 
Explore the tourism industry and identify what skills are required, whether you want to pursue a career or 
manage boutique travel interests like tours, group travel or develop a local tourism business of your own. 
 

Enquiry:   Email emhouse@iinet.net.au for the start dates for both courses 

Travel & Tourism 

Introduction to Working in the Wine Industry  
Course Code IWW   With Janette Connell  
 
Interested in wine making varietals and what grows in our area?  With the Yarra Valley right next 
door, you can look into working close to home with a commute through one of the most beautiful areas in 
Victoria. Why not combine with Intro to Travel and Tourism? An ideal starter course if you are seeking 
employment in a wine tasting venue, hospitality industry or pursue a career or further study in viticulture. 
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Out-of-School Hours (OOSH) care 
 
Emerald Community House is a registered licensed childcare provider operating an OOSH program for 
each weekday and supervises travel between Emerald Primary School to ECH. The program is self-
funded by ECH as a community enterprise. 
 

A substantial and nutritious breakfast and afternoon tea is provided within the cost of the program. Fun 
activities include arts & crafts, books, board games, outdoor activities, games and lots more. Laptop 
computers and internet access are also available to use for homework. 
 

 
 

Morning - 6:30am - 9am  $18 per child 
Afternoon - 3:30pm - 6:30pm  $20 per child 

‘Bean Sprouts’ Playgroup  
Facilitator: Adam Byron-Thomsen 
 
Our facilitated playgroup has a focus on sustainable practices and naturally fun activities. Sourcing 
recycled materials, feeding the worm farm, recycled paper mache fun, planting and playing in edible 
garden spaces and making craft from natural materials teaches kids about our environment from the start. 
This playgroup is the perfect introduction to our suite of childcare programs. Small children practise the 
fine art of getting along with others & trying new ways to play.  
A regular playgroup can be great for mums, dads, grandparents and caregivers too, especially if they are 
new to the community and want to meet other parents with children.  
 
Call to secure a place and join in having fun with your little ones as they explore the world. 
 

Dates:   Thursday October 10th - December 19th (11 weeks)  
Time & Venue: 9:30am - 11:30am, ECH Child Care 
Term Fee: $71.50 

Children’s Programs 

Occasional Childcare 
Emerald Community House is a registered licensed childcare provider operating an affordable community 
based program. Occasional childcare is available on Monday, Tuesday (3 yr old +), Wednesday & Friday.  
 

Sessions for 6mths - 5 year olds (Monday, Wednesday, Friday)    
9:30am - 2:30pm  $40 per child 
 
‘Kidzplay’ - 3 year old & over (Tuesdays) 
9:30am - 2:30pm  $45 per child 
 
Kidzplay includes Spanish session run by Pilar Nesvara from ‘Global Kids’ which strengthe 
children’s reading, writing and mathematic development and through diverse cultural experiences. 
Inspires imagination, compassion, empathy and builds a sense of belonging.  
 
NEW Childcare Casual rate:  $10 per hour, per child (minimum 2hrs) 

Our play & learning program offers lots of 
fun, love and social activities. Special 
experiences are provided each day, taking 
into account the children’s natural interests, 
and designed to promote their social, 
physical, intellectual, language and 
emotional development. 
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Formerly Emerald Taxation Services 

We are now taking on new business clients and are  

passionate about helping you grow your business 

Meet the team 

Paul Bilton  Owner, Tax Advice, Planning and Preparation 

Lucy Mackay Practice Management / Reception 

Melanie Casey Bookkeeping, BAS Preparation, XERO training 

Erin Lesina  Bookkeeping, BAS and Tax Preparation 

Our Services 

Business Taxation and Advice 

Bookkeeping / BAS Preparation 

XERO conversion and training 

SMSF Admin and Tax 

Services through our Strategic Alliances for 

Financial Planning  -  COLLINSFP (Ashley Collins) 

Asset Finance  -  Easy Asset Finance (Ray Thomas) 

Contact Us 

 (03) 5968 3166 

Shop 9, 5-7 Kilvington Drive 

Emerald   VIC   3782 

admin@biltons.com.au 
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Amsterdam is a world class city and is a great place to start 
to acclimatise yourself to all things Dutch. English language 
won’t be an issue as the Dutch speak better English than 
most Anglos. The airport and the city are very well connect-
ed by the train. A broad variety of food and cuisines, shops 
and services are readily available as you might expect in the 
airport and train terminals. 

You might arrive early in the morning and you can treat your-
self to a relaxing cruise on the canals to get your bearings. 
This is helpful in any canal town in the country. You learn 
about the history from a slow relaxing cruise on the canals 
and can identify places that you might want to visit. Dining 
along the canals is very popular and you will be spoiled for 
choice. Everything from Italian to Indonesian fare is only a 
few steps away from the water’s edge. You can enjoy the 
passing parade of boats and floats, reminiscent of the 
'Pirates of the Caribbean' ride at Disneyland. You can even 
rent a boat for the day and cruise along with the masses.  

Accommodation in Amsterdam is varied and there are plen-
ty of affordable options through Airbnb too. Just ensure that 
you do your research and read the comments about places 
that you are considering. Strike up an online chat with the 
owner before you book about how to get there from the train 
station. This research can reveal any potential problems that 
you might not want to deal with. Steep stairways with very 
narrow treads are de rigueur for Amsterdam and they can be 
a serious challenge to negotiate if you are not sure footed, 
have balance issues or suffer from vertigo. Be sure to ask your 
host about access. Hauling your bag up three flights of what 
could be generously described as a spiral ‘Ship’s Ladder’ is 
not for the faint hearted. And don’t forget to ask which floor 
the bathroom facilities are on. Negotiating a steep spiral 
stairway in the dark, is a test for most people.

Amsterdam is flat, like most of the Netherlands, and bikes 
are all the go. But walking is very easy too, especially using 
Google Maps. Ensure your phone is charged (bring a charg-
er) and you will be able to find everything you want including 

a variety of cuisines with closing times, grocery stores, chem-
ists, doctors, tourist attractions and all in English. If you are 
on a bike, Google Maps is very handy with all of the bike lanes 
defined at the flick of a finger.  Be sure to ask for a handlebar 
phone holder when you rent your bike and remember, you 
are not allowed to talk on your phone while riding.

Rotterdam and The Hague are fabulous day destinations or 
for longer stays to absorb the riches of the arts and archi-
tecture. These cities have the most amazing skylines with an 
eclectic mix of traditional and modern architecture side by 
side in an array of colour. The Rotterdam Cube Houses, now 
30 years old, are an eye-popping yellow, operating from un-
believable angles and hovering over the city’s train system. 
A trip on the Waterbus to the UNESCO listed Kinderdyke 
windmills can be reached in 30 minutes from the port of 
Rotterdam  to Holland’s oldest city,  Dordrecht. Located 
across from the ferry port you can walk or cycle through the 
majesty of this historic windmill collection.

The Hague or Den Haag is the capital city of world justice 
with plenty to see and do. Like Rotterdam, Den Haag is re-
splendent with architectural inspiration as well as art. The 
Mauritshuis Museum houses some of Rembrandt’s most 
popular works along with portraits by other Dutch and 
Flemish masters, like Vermeer’s “Girl with a Pearl Earring”. 
There is usually a queue to view this particular well known 
favourite. You can challenge your perspective in mind bog-
gling phantasmagoria by Dutch graphic artist MC Escher at 
the Escher in Het Paleis Museum. 

Delft is a classic medieval town, home to painter Johannes 
Vermeer and complete with leaning churches, large market 
squares and the famous home of Delftware blue and white 
pottery. The Oude Kerk (Old Church) c.1350 is no optical illu-
sion, with a listing 75 metre high tower almost two meters to 
one side from the vertical because of its closeness to the ca-
nal. Canal boats are highly recommended in this storybook 
township and are the best way to see many of the historic 
sites. All shops carry Delftware, blue and white beads, souve-
nirs and collectables. A visit to the Delft pottery factory and 
the Vermeer Centrum Museum followed by a lazy indulgent 
afternoon in one of the many market squares for food and 
drinks are all highly recommended.

Maastricht in the southeast of the Netherlands is where 
many of the Dutch go for holidays. As a large imposing re-
gional city, Maastricht is perched on the River Maas and is 

DUTCH DAY TRIPPING
TRAVEL

Delft's leaning church tower c. 1350 in the distance

Rotterdam cube houses
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Edgar’s Mission Animal Sanctuary - Meet Pam Ahern

Saturday November 2nd at 11am

Join Pam Ahern, founder and director of Edgar's Mission, for 
a thought-provoking journey of kindness. Hear how this one-
time equestrian champion gave it all up when a tiny piglet, 
Edgar Alan Pig, trotted into her life and led her down a path 
she never imagined. Edgar’s Mission is a not-for-profit haven 
for rescued farmed animals. On a mission of kindness, the 
sanctuary has given each and every one of these animals 
a life truly worth living. Cookbooks will be available for pur-
chase at the event.

Fearless Birth

Thursday November 7th at 6:30pm

Are you excited about being pregnant but terrified of birth? 
Or maybe everything about having a baby fills you with fear? 
If you want to make the most of this amazing time in your 
life, join Sharon for mindset tips to create your perfect birth. 
You will learn how to use your subconscious mind to support 
you in preparation for the big day. The session will finish with 
a short hypnosis to leave you feeling wonderful. Sharon is a 
midwife and clinical hypnotherapist.

Philosophy of Yoga Practise: An Introduction

Saturday November 9th at 11am

Join David, a registered Senior Yoga Teacher with Yoga 
Australia, and discover the deeper aspects of yoga practice 
by exploring the 8 Limbs of Yoga (Ashtanga Yoga). You will 
be introduced to concepts that move beyond the widely 
known physical practices and also learn how yoga developed 
through the centuries and became what we know about it 
at present.

The session will also include yogic breathing practice 
(Pranayama) and a short meditation at the end.

Stress: The Good, the Bad and the Ugly

Thursday November 14th at 6:30pm

Stress is the body's way of responding to external and internal 
pressures. In many cases stress is a healthy reaction but exces-
sive or prolonged stress can take its toll on our physical and 
mental health. How we cope with situations we find stressful 
is important so we can continue to live a healthy and produc-
tive life. Join Nikki from Tonikk Wellness as she talks about how 
stress can affect your health and coping mechanisms you can 
use when you find yourself in a stressful situation.

Meet Poet Frank Prem

Saturday November 23rd at 11am

Join us to meet Frank Prem, author of highly regarded poetry 
collections “Small Town Kid” and “Devil in the Wind”. Frank has 
been a storytelling poet for forty years. He has been published 
in magazines, online zines and anthologies, in Australia and 
internationally, and has performed and recorded his work as 
‘spoken word’. When not writing or reading his poetry to an 
audience Frank fills his time working as a psychiatric nurse. 
Franks' books will be available for sales and signing.

JASMINE MOLDERS

BELGRAVE LIBRARY
ARTS & CULTURE

very close to the German and Belgian borders.  The under-
ground tunnels originating from ancient Roman stone min-
ing works are located just outside of Maastricht on a steep 
hill and can be accessed by a river ferry. Guided tours ensure 
that you won’t be lost forever in this labyrinth of intercon-
necting vaults, tunnels and chutes. Of course underground 
wood fired bakeries were installed to support the Maastricht 
community when they sought shelter during WWII bombing 
raids. After all, bread must be fresh and the people must be 
fed in a manner that they are accustomed to and that in-
cludes having fresh bread. Not to be missed.

If you have purchased a Benelux Eurail Pass, you can take 
advantage of the close proximity of Germany and Belgium 
including a day trip to Luxemburg just because you can!

While this Dutch trip focuses mostly on the south, the 
north provides the gateway to Denmark and Scandinavia. 
Copenhagen is only an overnight trip away but you will need 
more time to do this European region real justice. 

MARY FARROW
Maastricht – a grand regional city

Pam Ahern with Edgar Allan Pig and Chiquin
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WE ARE THE ONES
SUSTAINABILITY

A sign in the window of a local shop caught my eye – an in-
vitation to hear the introductory speech of the Extinction 
Rebellion (XR). So I went along to meet a concerned and kindly 
group of community members from all walks of life who have 
come to the conclusion that after years of legal engagement 
with democracy, there is no longer enough time left to keep 
asking nicely. These were people just like me who have been  
radicalised by a lack of political action, watching in horror and 
despair as Australia’s greenhouse gas emissions continue to 
rise ever since the repeal of the carbon tax five years ago.  

I listened carefully. It was balm to a soul weary of clicktivism, of 
writing yet another letter to my local MP and of mineral com-
pany sponsored climate denialism. Instead of resignation, I dis-
covered the beauty of the human spirit when faced with over-
whelming adversity. Brave, passionate people who have looked 
the facts in the eye and chosen to not continue with the cogni-
tive dissonance that is pervasive in our society. People who will 
happily face arrest rather than face the future outlined by the 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC). 

People who are no longer overwhelmed by the fact we have 
less than 11 years to turn this earth around. Instead they are 
spurred into action and invigorated by the solution of non-vi-
olent civil disobedience as a last ditch effort to get the point 
across. To wake the community from its apathy and create 
powerful change. They give generously of their time, their 
spirit and their freedom on behalf of all in the community. 
People who believe that disruption of the status quo through 
colourful positive action is the only option left to save life on 
our small blue planet. 

When I turned up to my first meeting at the Tecoma Uniting 
Church I found people who speak the truth in a world where 
truth has been sold off as another political inconvenience. 
Kate Tediaditis, is a congenial white haired 75 year old grand-
mother. She was my train buddy on the way home from the 
action on Monday October 7th - the first day of the week-long 
Spring Rebellion. We carried a banner with the rest of the Hills 
team from Carlton Gardens to the steps of Flinders Street. 

Her gentle soul is desperate for change. She heard about XR 
at a gathering to protect the Toolangi State Forest north of 
Healesville, from logging. The more she learned about the 
Extinction Rebellion movement, the more she realised that 
XR’s principles and values aligned with her own and by Friday 
morning she would be the fourth hills resident arrested. The 
state government spent $33 million policing the Spring 
Rebellion and this is their gift to us, the arrest of peaceful 
elders with their old bones on the cold bitumen. 

It is an indictment of our society as a whole that it has come 
to this. Kate should be out bushwalking in her retirement or 
pursuing her passion for painting. Instead she is fighting for 
her grandchildren's right to a future. 

The members of the Extinction Rebellion are sickened by this 
unnecessary waste of money and squandering of precious 
time too. Time that would be better spent developing meth-
ods to draw carbon down from the atmosphere or develop 
other solutions to this enormous problem that we have been 
discussing for over 30 years. Thirty years during which Kate 
has seen society veer wildly away from solutions and instead 
seemingly stick their fingers in their ears. 

Josh Garton, 38, is an accountant and a father of two bright 
beautiful girls. You have to realise that when mild mannered 
accountants are rebelling things are serious. He was arrested 
on Friday October 11th during the Spring Rebellion week of 
action. He held up the traffic on Kingsway. He made people 
late. That day I read an article on the ABC about how this ac-
tion made a woman and her child late. She was furious – her 
anger was caused by the fact that her child would be late for 
a swimming lesson.  I was overcome by the miserable irony 
that the child will indeed need swimming lessons because 
of the rising oceans. She is furious at the people who are do-
ing everything in their power to save the world so her child 
doesn't die in a preventable catastrophe. The government is 
the correct target for this anger rather than the people who 
are trying to point out that apathy and business as usual is 
only going to hurt the ones we love the most!

Becky Walls, 40, was the first hills XR arrestable that I met. 
An arrestable is someone who is willing to be arrested during 
an action. We travelled into town together on day one. She 
had tears in her eyes as she detailed her determination to 
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As part of the Victorian Government’s ongoing support and 
investment in the state’s emergency services, construction 
of a new fit-for-purpose facility to support the dedicated 
Victoria State Emergency Service (VICSES) Emerald mem-
bers will commence in early 2020.

VICSES Emerald has been at the forefront of keeping the 
community safe and it is crucial they have the very best fa-
cilities to enable an expansion of local services and to sup-
port the retention and recruitment of new volunteers.

The new facility at 277-287 Belgrave-Gembrook Road, 
Emerald will have five motor bays, internal and external ar-
eas for training and operations, turnout area, a communi-
cations room, office areas, a well-being space, laundry and 
kitchen. The new facility will offer enough space to accom-
modate the unit’s operational requirements and will also al-
low for future growth in members and response activities.

The planning permit for the new facility has been approved 
by Cardinia Shire Council and the detailed design is currently 
being finalised, which means the contract for building ser-
vices can now be procured. This contract is expected to be 
awarded in early 2020.

Construction is scheduled to commence in April 2020 and con-
clude in December 2020, with the new fit-for-purpose facility 
to be handed over to the unit after commissioning in early 2021.

ALANA LAKELAND

Senior Communications Officer 
Emergency Services Infrastructure Authority

be arrested. She is looking forward to her day in court so she 
can outline her reasoning on record. A mother protecting her 
children’s future in the only way left to her. A mother sitting 
outside the Old Treasury Building patiently awaiting her turn 
to be arrested. It was a moving and emotional arrest, the 
Climate Angels sang and the Red Rebels stood vigil as she 
watched the 40 arrests before hers. Her turn came and she 
gracefully rose to her fate. 

On October 10th, while rebels around the world peacefully 
gave up their freedom in a bid to get global governments 
to acknowledge the climate emergency and act, there were 
two more deaths linked to the climate emergency. The bod-
ies of Robert Lindsey, 77, and Gwenda Hyde, 68, were found 
inside their home in Coongbar, NSW after the Long Gully 
bushfire passed through the area in a frighteningly unsea-
sonal manner. 

NSW declared their fire danger period two months early this 
year. Since July, a total of 400,000 hectares have been razed 
by bushfires across the north-east of the state. NSW Rural 
Fire Service Commissioner Fitzsimmons said that this was 
twice the area burnt during the same period last year. 

The Climate Council has found that fire season duration in-
creased by almost 19% globally between 1978 and 2013. Living 
here in the hills we know that longer fire seasons are reducing 
opportunities for controlled burning and intensifying pressure 
on firefighting resources. The Climate Council have declared 
that Australia’s emissions reduction target of 26-28% on 2005 
levels by 2030 is not sufficient to protect Australians from 
worsening bushfires and extreme weather events. 

If the Government declares a Climate Emergency and acts in 
accordance with that declaration, we of the rebellion would 
be off the streets in the blink of an eye. There is so much more 
important work to do to begin drawing carbon down out of 
the atmosphere, so many trees to plant, so many jobs to be 
created in renewable energy. We should be setting up com-
munity gardens to ensure food security for our children. 

It is not the rebellion wasting people’s time but the govern-
ment through their inaction. The fires. The droughts. The 
mass extinction of animals and plants. Here we stand on the 
precipice. As I write this, the Bureau of Meterology is predict-
ing a 33 degree day tomorrow. That is 16 degrees above the 
average for October. 

We need #EverbodyNow to demand that the federal govern-
ment tells the truth! Then we all need to work together to miti-
gate the crisis. Whatever you are skilled in, you will have a place 
in the great world action of transition to a low carbon economy.

The job is enormous but looking at the bravery and the 
strength of the rebels I know that we can join together to 
solve it. When I stop and think of the beauty of our Earth and 
consider how wonderful society could be if we succeed – my 
heart stands still.

MEAGHAN FREE

TIME TO CELEBRATE
EMERGENCY SERVICES
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Towards the end of July 1918, we had our orders to pull out to 
where, no one knew.  Some said we were going to Alaska while 
others thought we were being sent back to the Mexican bor-
der. There was even talk that we might go to the Philippines. 
Rumor is one of the biggest things in the army. Anyway at 
the end of our ten day stint at the front, we were relieved by 
units of the Ohio 37th Division. We felt like veterans when we 
turned over that sector to the newly arrived 37th.

The first day out we rested then at night we hit the road. The 
men’s feet were in terrible shape for hiking. Some had not been 
washed for ten days and at the end of the first night’s march 
we medics sure were a busy lot. We made up a long bench like 
they use in the shoe shine parlors and started to work on feet. 
Some of these poor devils had no skin left on their feet but we 
strapped them up the best we could and sent them back to 
rest. That night we hit the road again and did the same thing 
the next morning. There was hardly a soldier with any skin left 
on his feet. Finally we were loaded on motor lorries - big trucks 
'Made in the USA' and each truck had two Chinese drivers - 
one would sleep on the seat while the other drove. It was a 
much better way of traveling than by sore feet.

The next day I was transferred to the Division Supply train 
and was then furnished a horse to ride. What a time I had 
with that horse! My pack was an infantry pack and there 
was no way to strap it to the saddle so the only way I could 
ride was with the pack strapped on my back. In this way, I 
was a hell of a looking soldier. 

There was miles and miles of this supply train trudging along 
the white dusty roads always towards the north. We suspect-
ed we were heading for more action and we had long since 
suspected that we were not heading for Paris or any other 
rest camp. In a few days we passed thru Chateau Thierry. 
Once magnificent but now mutilated, it stood surrounded 
by evidence of the terrible scenes from only a few weeks be-
fore. From there on, the 77th Division still new to the game, 
received a taste of the ruin and wreck of war. Battered build-
ings, shell marked roads, scattered equipment, carcasses of 
animals and newly dug shallow graves. The fallen soldiers 
who were hastily buried with the hundred and one orders of 
the battlefields, forewarned the men of our outfit that this 
promised to be no gentleman’s war. 

Towards these desolate war torn woods and villages came 
echoes of the valley of the Vesle. We could hear in the dis-
tance the thunderous boom, boom, boom of the ‘heavies’ - 
the terrible drumming came ever nearer. We knew now that 
up until then we were only playing war. The train loads of 
wounded going by each day didn’t help our morale any. A lot 
of us wished we were back in the US and all hoped that we 
would, in some way, survive what lay ahead.

As this was the last of July and it was warm, or rather hot in 
more ways than one, we marched and rolled thru Chauteau 
Therry and by night encamped in the Belleau Woods about 
6 or 7 miles from the front in shelling distance. It was dark 
when we pulled into the Belleau Woods and we could not 

GREENBRIER CROSSING
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even light a cigarette for fear of being spotted so we found 
a suitable place to sleep for the rest of the night. My buddies 
and I decided that at the base of a nice big friendly tree would 
be the best so we spread our shelter and blankets and in spite 
of scratching the cooties, we were soon sound asleep from 
sheer exhaustion. We woke in the morning with the sunshine 
beaming down on us thru the tree tops. Like all cootie infested 
soldiers we did a lot of kicking during the night and we kicked 
the sand off of a mess of recently buried flesh. Maggots were 
crawling all over the place. As we were expecting something 
to eat soon, I didn’t stay around long to find out whether it 
was a body or bodies of soldiers. It must have been though as 
neither side took time to bury horses.

Only a month before, the French troops pulled back from the 
Belleau Woods and advised US Marine Capt. Lloyd Williams 
to retreat, to which he replied, “Retreat, hell! We just got 
here!” He died ten days later.

There had been terrific fighting in these woods - the Marines 
and the 4th Division had paid heavily for their victory and 
the dead were buried all over the place. You could see that 
the Germans had left in somewhat of a hurry as there were 
many neat rows of all sizes of shells which they did not have 
time to use that were stacked throughout the woods.

We found a mess line and a field kitchen where the poor 
cooks struggled the best they could to give us something 
hot to eat. They had made coffee and cooked several pots of 
rice. The woods still had several dead horses that had been 
dead several days and we even found a few soldiers’ bodies 
and parts of bodies that had been buried so we had a carpet 
of flies around the kitchen that was at least one inch thick. 
Some of the careless kitchen help had spilled sugar on the 

Series continued from October edition

Belleau Woods battle



31

EMERALD MESSENGER — NOVEMBER 2019

ground around the kitchen and some of the flies got into the 
hot rice. They were big ones which one soldier next to me 
grumbled about. I told him to shut his eyes and imagine they 
were raisins in the rice, “Ever hear of rice and raisins, buddy?” 
“No,” says he, “and I hope I never hear of it again!”

We lay in the woods all day and while the infantry was eas-
ing into the front line, much of the work had to be done at 

night. We were getting closer and closer to the front every 
hour and finally we were there in open warfare, in plain view 
of the enemy. This was the real McCoy alright, no fooling, 
every man for himself. Our battalion took up their position 
in the front and we set up our first aid stations with two 
medics for each company (we could have used a dozen 
on this front). We were now on what is known as the Vesle 
River front- not much of a river, but it sure was a stumbling 
block to cross over. We lost many a man in doing so.

BILL CORKREAN

What? Free childcare at Christmas?

We're giving back to you when you need it most.

Thank you to the families who use  
our programs each week!

Emerald Community House
Out of Hours School Care program

All permanent OOSH bookings  
currently enrolled will be eligible  
to go into a draw to receive  
their set childcare hours for free  
in December 2019.

Drawn on Friday 
November 29th

www.emeraldcommunityhouse.org.au

Chateau Thierry

	

	

	

 
 
LOCAL	NETWORKING,	TRAINING,	SUPPORT	&	PROMOTION	
for	retail,	hospitality,	professional,	trade,	tourism	&	community	groups	
	
$100	Membership	easterndandenongranges.com	0419	584	498	

	

CREATIVE SUBMISSIONS ENCOURAGED 
FOR POETS AND WRITERS IN THE HILLS 
TO HAVE THEIR WORK PUBLISHED

STORIES@EMERALDMESSENGER.COM.AU



EMERALD MESSENGER — NOVEMBER 2019

32

EMERGENCY SERVICES

The fires in Gembrook and Bunyip earlier this year were a 
bit too close to home for us all, and there is a good chance 
you know somebody who was affected.  Therefore, we all 
need to be aware that those fires could start, or even come 
through our town.  The question is – are you going to do 
something about it or will you just 'hope' that it doesn’t  
affect your property or our town?

A lot of residents will make the effort to clear their properties 
before the fire season which is great.  But when the need 
arises, and you need the CFA, who is coming to protect you, 
your family, your property?  Volunteers, that’s who.

All of the CFA brigades in the Dandenong Ranges are 100% 
volunteer and made up of people like you and me.  Teachers, 
landscape gardeners, plumbers, students, mechanics, sales 
reps, shift workers, nurses, bus and truck drivers.  The make-
up of our people and age group is incredibly diverse, but we 
all have one thing in common – our commitment to protect 
our community when it really matters.

Emerald Fire Brigade is currently seeking new volunteer fire 
fighters to put their hand up and join us to assist in protect-
ing not only our town, but surrounding towns when the need 
arises.

The pay is lousy, but the rewards are incredibly high.  There 
are a number of reasons why people join the CFA and these 
include wanting to give back and protect the local com-
munity, looking to join a new social network and make new 
friends, develop new skills or just to challenge yourself. 

A lot of our current members had been toying with the idea 
of becoming a CFA volunteer for a long time before they did. 
After joining many said they wish they had done it years ear-
lier! If you’ve ever thought about it, what’s stopping you now?

Whatever your motivation, the main thing is that you will 
be contributing to and joining a well-trained team ready to 
respond to any challenge put in front of us.

EMERALD FIRE BRIGADE
VOLUNTEER FIREFIGHTER – ARE YOU PASSIONATE 
ABOUT YOUR TOWN?

If you answer yes to the following questions, you are an ideal 
candidate for the Emerald Fire Brigade:

Do you live in Emerald or Avonsleigh?

Are you able to get to our Fire Station (opposite Woolworths) 
promptly? 

Are you 16 years or older?

Are you passionate about the community in which we live?

Whilst we are keen to speak with all of you who are interest-
ed, we are especially interested to speak with those available 
during the daytime hours.  Maybe you work or study part 
time, work from home, are employed locally in a flexible work 
environment, or don’t work at all.

Why don’t you reach out to us so we can have a chat on what 
role you could play in protecting Emerald and Avonsleigh 
when the siren goes off?

For more information, contact us:

Facebook: facebook.com/emeraldfirebrigade

Email: recruitment@emeraldfirebrigade.org.au

Web: www.cfa.vic.gov.au or www.emeraldfirebrigade.org.au

Come and visit us on Wednesday nights at 7pm or Sunday 
mornings at 10am.

KLAUS BRODECK 
2nd Lieutenant, Emerald CFA

PHONE : 5968 4463 | TEXT: 0425 859 183
2/11 Kilvington Drive, EMERALD VIC 3782 11
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     FA C I A L S ,  E Y E B R O W S ,  T A N S  
H A I R  R E M O V A L ,  &  M O R E

BOOK ONLINE : www.hushcosmetics.com.au 

Emerald Bridgade firefighters Adam Pickett, Eze Hirschfeld, Nick Brodeck

297 Belgrave-Gembrook Road, Emerald

Automotive service & repairs
4WD –CARS –PETROL –DIESEL 5968 6031
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As I was walking my little 
dog in Emerald recently I 
saw a cuckoo clock on dis-
play in the window of what 
was once the ANZ Bank. 
It reminded me of the one 
on my wall at home that 
had stopped working some 
years ago. I looked up and 
saw that the sign above said 
‘Star of Emerald’.

I realised it was now or never. 
I felt the pull of my ances-
tors and the weight of the 
responsibility I shouldered 
in caring for this treasured 
family heirloom. So I went 
inside. I found the old bank 
had been transformed into 
a beautiful and quirky gal-
lery with stylish displays of 
beautiful handmade jewel-
lery and unique giftware. 

The master jeweller himself, 
Mark Dubrowski, greeted me 
warmly. We had a very inter-
esting conversation about 
cuckoo clocks, among other 
things. He is clearly a man 
passionate about his trade. 
He tells me he is very much 
on the sentimental side of 
jewellery making. I learn that 
Star of Emerald recycle gold 
and silver and always seek to 
find new and intriguing ways 
to preserve family heirlooms. 

In addition to jewellery repairs 
and clock and watch resto-
ration and repair, Mark also 
specialises in redesigning old 
jewellery. He emphasises that 
all the work is done on the 
premises as he points out his 
workshop which is tucked in 
behind the entrance. 

“We have opals, sapphires, 
diamonds and many more 
loose stones to choose from, 
just waiting for your design,” 

Mark tells me. “Most peo-
ple are under the impression 
that it is difficult to design 
custom-made jewellery but it 
doesn’t have to be,” he says. 

Mark understands that just 
the thought of designing 
something can seem daunt-
ing for a lot of people. Visions 
of sketching and planning 
the creation of a piece of 
jewellery can seem over-
whelming. The truth is that 
designing custom-made 
jewellery can be a lot easier 
than it seems, especially 
when you collaborate with 
someone who knows what 
is possible. Someone who 
can help you discover your 
own style. It is not necessary 
to have special talents or to 
spend precious time obsess-
ing over jewellery and gems 
to create a great design. 
What you need is the ability 
to separate the elements of 
design you like from those 
which are less appealing. 

“People want bespoke 
pieces that last a lifetime. 
Something to pass on to 
their children. It’s an oppor-
tunity to express yourself,” 
Mark says.

Well, it solved my problem 
with the cuckoo clock and 
since then I have been back 
to have some other pre-
cious items repaired too. It’s 
even given me a few ideas 
for upcoming birthdays and 
Christmas gifts.

I always enjoy looking in the 
window now if I’m passing 
by. It’s so nice to see such 
beautiful artisanship be-
ing carried out right here in 
Emerald.

LOCAL BESPOKE
CRAFTSMANSHIP

Photo: Kirsty Hall
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When I was around seven years of age I wrote a poem called 
'Autumn Leaves'. Up until that time I had only ever been 
aware of two seasons, namely summer and winter. Then my 
eyes were opened to the beauty of autumn colours followed 
some months later by the birth of spring.

Winter mornings in the Sunraysia region could bring very cold 
temperatures and thick, white frosts which seemed to moan 
and groan as we walked on them. My mother would always 
say, on such mornings “Jack Frost is about. Better wear your 
brother’s socks today”. No self-respecting girl would be seen 
in her brother’s socks but wear them I did. Frosts could have 
a devastating effect on the next crop of grapes so my father 
would set out oil pots between the rows. I never understood 
what this did to protect the grapes but it seemed to work.

The coming of winter also brought about a reorganisation of 
bedrooms, moving from wired-in verandahs into real rooms 
with windows and a door. My parents’ winter bedroom wore 
an aura of mystery being rarely entered during the summer 
months. It was rather special - elegant, with dark polished furni-
ture, a deep plum coloured carpet and curtains patterned with 
wondrous Persian flora and fauna. It sent out a message that 
this was a peaceful sanctuary - a bit like going into church.

My winter bedroom had a gold carpet and its window 
caught the morning sunlight in a beam which entrapped 
millions of dust motes, entrancing to a small child, thinking 
them living creatures.

In summer, not just our bedrooms but our way of life turned 
around. Summer seemed to last forever. The days were al-
ways long and hot and the skies were a piercing blue. The 
earth was far too hot to walk on in bare feet and our bodies 
turned brown, as we wore as little as possible.

Summer was also the climax of our year as not only Christmas 
beckoned but the grapes started to reach their maturity and 
were nearly ready for picking. A team of regular ‘pickers’ turned 
up every year leaving their own NSW properties which were 
more or less dormant at this time. This was great fun as it was 
like family members coming for a holiday although, in fact, 
they worked very hard under a scorching sun.

Special quarters were made available to these men and 
most shared their meals with us which meant my mother 
had to prepare huge quantities of food - three meat-based 
meals three times a day for ten hungry men. This she did on 
a wood-fired stove with no electricity back then.

The nights were clear and the stars bright making the im-
mensity of the sky overhead breathtaking in its mystery and 
beauty. Watching a star fall was a magical moment.

Sometimes on Saturdays during the heat we would pile into our 
Pontiac car. Parents in the front under cover and children in the 
dickie seat at the back which opened like a car boot in reverse, 
forming a seat looking forward with a back rest.

Two swimming pools awaited us in our small town. They had 
gleaming coloured tiles and Disney patterns on the floor of the 
children’s pool. Willow trees provided shade as we had a picnic 
tea on the grass. From time to time this outing extended into 

watching a film in the outdoor cinema sitting on canvas deck 
chairs. Most times we would fall asleep quickly but it provided 
an outing and some relaxation for my parents.

Dust storms were fairly prevalent in those days but as more 
and more properties opened up replacing Mallee scrub, they 
became less frequent. No matter how much we battened 
down the hatches the dust found ways to enter the house and 
all the furniture would be covered with a fine film of red dirt. 
Despite the efforts of my mother and a part time cleaner it was 
a mammoth task restoring the house and contents to order. 

Our living room was the heart of the home with lovely wood 
panelled walls and a plate rail which held many brass and 
china ornaments. The big open fireplace had brass wood 
boxes with leather seats - perfect for little people. Bulging 
bookcases either side of the fire with National Geographics 
on the bottom shelves which drew me in. Innumerable hours 
were spent lying on the floor or curled up in a big leather 
armchair pouring over words and pictures of far-off places. I 
yearned for the day when I might see them.

With no ‘mod cons’, evenings were spent listening to the wire-
less. As with ‘The Country Hour’ at lunch time, the ABC news 
was a must followed by ‘Dad and Dave’ and ‘Martin’s Corner’. 
We played Dominoes and Chinese chequers and best of all 
many nights my father played the piano. Songs of the times 
from WWI were popular but he also played classics, all by ear 
or memory. My brother and I played marbles on the carpet 
which had a circle in the pattern. 

I remember the atmosphere in the room changing on the 
night Australia entered the Second World War. Many of the 
young men who had been our pickers for years went to the 
war, some not to return. One or more of them sent a parcel 
from Egypt with an Egyptian doll in traditional dress for me 
and a brass ashtray in the shape of a camel for my father. I 
don’t recall what my mother or brother received.

Apart from cooking mammoth meals during grape picking 
time, my mother managed to produce an incredible array 
of cakes if visitors were coming on Sundays. She was adept 
at sponges, lamingtons, cream puffs and many more. How 
she accomplished this working with an old-fashioned wood 
stove I do not know. 

No ‘mod cons’ for doing the laundry either. We had a wood 
fire under a copper, two concrete troughs, a scrubbing board 
and a mangle. The line for hanging out the washing was 
propped up above the wood heap and a bag of wooden pegs 

ARTS & CULTURE

'BREATHES THERE THE MAN...'

A dust storm rolling into Mildura, 1930s Source: Museums Victoria
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was tied, like an apron, around my Mother’s waist. Despite all 
this, our linen was as white as snow and beautifully ironed 
with irons heated on top of the kitchen stove.

We had a cow which my mother milked producing cream 
and butter which was sometimes shared with neigh-
bours in exchange for coupons for clothing during the war 
years. Apart from the cow, there was a horse necessary for 
ploughing by hand, a pig and a sheep. Numerous chickens, 
bantams and pigeons - the latter also a source of food dur-
ing war time. We had a huge aviary housing many varieties 
of birds with enough room for them to fly around, compen-
sating a bit for being enclosed.

When I was eleven years of age my parents moved to Melbourne 
where we had a number of changes of address. More years 
went by and my mother, now a widow, met up with a friend 
from her youth and married again. This meant a return to 
Sunraysia to live and as a result, driving back and forth several 
times a year for two decades. I was ambivalent about the land 
of my birth having fallen in love with the Dandenong Ranges, 
where it turned out I would live my adult years. 

On these visits, I saw again in my mind’s eye, my father plough-
ing with his horse Punch steering the hand-held plough be-
tween the vines. My mother hanging out the washing. Pickers 
working in the boiling hot sun cutting the grapes. My brother 
in a channel full of water with the pig for company. I revisited 
the small country school which lay three and a half miles from 
home and involved a long walk or ride on a bicycle. Now the 

roads are bitumen and few landmarks remain.

I respect Mother Earth for her gift of rich red soil in the 
countryside of my birth and the mighty river Murray which 
allowed settlements to be built in this harsh environment. I 
can’t help feeling extraordinarily sad at the current state of 
the Murray River and its sister, the Darling.

I am also reminded of words my mother often used to quote 
so that we would not forget our place of birth. Those immor-
tal words of Sir Walter Scott who said, “Breathes there the 
man with soul so dead, who never to himself has said, this is 
my own, my native land”.

BRENDA WEBB

 

 

Murray Darling region ABC Rural: Brett Worthington

Quality Onsite Repairs & Restoration.

New jewellery designed and made.

Diamond and gemstone specialists.

Engagement Rings  
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Owners Ken & Helen 
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Monbulk Jewellers 
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Digital Drop-in – New times! 

Tuesdays from 2pm - 3pm and Wednesdays from 6pm - 7pm

Need help with your smart phone, camera or other device? 
Drop in to Emerald Library to get some help with the basics. 

Emerald Writing and Critique Group 

Every second Wednesday 6pm - 7:30 pm

Are you writing a novel or short story? Do you want a sup-
portive community group to workshop content and ideas, 
share stories and motivate each other? Come along - no 
bookings required, all genres welcome.

Emerald Library Public Book Group 

Second Monday of the month 10:30am - 11:30am

Looking to expand your reading and meet other book lovers? 
Join us at our book group! Each month members catch up 
to discuss a different title provided by the library. We laugh, 
share stories and swap recommendations.

Emerald Library Bookchat – New!

First Wednesday of the month 11am - 12pm

An informal get together to discuss the books we have read 
and enjoyed. Library staff will share their favourite authors 
too! Refreshments provided.

Emerald Community Handcrafting Skill Swap  

1st Saturday of the month 11am - 12:30 pm 

Discover the wonder of cross generational skill sharing at our 
community handcrafting skill swap.  Bring your child, grand-
child or just yourself and your own textile project.  Share 
traditional handcrafting skill including sewing, embroider-
ing, knitting and crochet in an inspiring and creative space.  
No need to book, drop in anytime and learn something 
new! Light refreshments provided. 

Please note that the minimum age for participants is 7 years.  

How to make a Christmas cake

Saturday November 16th at 10:30am - 12noon

Ever wondered how to make a delicious Christmas cake? 
Carol from the Country Women’s Association will show you 
how just in time for the festive season. Book now at the li-
brary or via our website.

DINOVEMBER

Celebrate dinosaurs in November with dinosaur-themed  
activities at Emerald Library throughout the month. 

Book in now for the T-Rex Tea Party! Presented by Carp 
Productions. With cute dinosaur puppets, dress-ups, magic 
tricks, music and a story about a cheeky dinosaur. There’s plen-
ty to see on the way. So sharpen your teeth, practice your roars 
and let’s all pretend to be dinosaurs! It’s a dinosaurumpus!

Baby Rhyme Time

Wednesdays 2pm - 2:30pm

Join other new mums, dads and carers to learn about the 
importance of singing and reading to your baby. Discover 
songs and rhymes that babies love and learn about books 
your baby will enjoy.

Best for ages 0 – 12 months.

Pre-school Storytime

Thursdays 11:15 am - 12noon

Storytime introduces children to a wide range of books and 
songs, stimulates new ideas and interests to encourage and 
develop language skills. Pre-schoolers aged 3 -5 years.

Tinies Time

Fridays 11:15am - 11:45am

Babies and toddlers love books with textures and colour and 
being moved to the rhythm of stories, songs or rhymes. They 
love being close to you and to other babies. Come and dance 
sing, rhyme and play at the library! Best for babies and tod-
dlers up to age 3. 

Code Club

Mondays 4:15pm - 5:30pm

Discover amazing possibilities with the language that com-
puters use at our weekly Code Clubs! Your first Code Club 
will introduce you to basic coding skills using the ‘Scratch’ 
language. As your skills develop you will start to work at your 
own pace and get creative with coding!

SUE WALTERS 
Team Leader - Emerald Library

ARTS & CULTURE
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REGISTRATION DAY                       
Saturday 7th December 

10am till 12pm               
at clubrooms at Worrell Reserve         
NetSet Go, U9, U11, U13, 

U15, U17, U23 & OPEN  
emeraldnetballclub@gmail.com 

Season begins February 2020 in the 
Mountain District Netball Association   
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Skin cancer kills nearly 2,000 
Australians each year – more 
than the national road toll. 
Two out of three Australians 
will be diagnosed with skin 
cancer by the age of 70.

Excluding non-melanoma 
skin cancers, melanoma is 
the third most common can-
cer in Australia. Most com-
monly diagnosed in people 
aged 55 and over, it is not 
just an 'old person’s' cancer.  
In fact, Australian adoles-
cents have, by far, the high-
est adolescent incidence of 
malignant melanoma in the 
world. Melanoma is the most 
common cancer in young 
Australians (15–39 year-olds) 
making up 20% of all their 
cancer cases. Melanoma 
kills more young Australians 
than any other single cancer.

10 Myths You Should Know 
About Skin Cancer

1. An annual skin check with 
your doctor will ensure you 
don’t get skin cancer. 

Myth – A melanoma can 
grow within weeks. Stay 
aware of what’s on your 
body and get any chang-
es checked by your GP or 
dermatologist. 

2. A tan will prevent you from 
getting skin cancer.

Myth – A tan represents skin 
damage. Changing the col-
our of your skin whether to 
red or brown, requires expos-
ing it to carcinogenic Ultra-
violet radiation (UVR). Even 
freckles are caused by sun 
damage. No one is born with 
freckles, they develop after 
being exposed to UVR.

3. Skin cancers will only ap-
pear where your skin has 
been burnt or tanned. 

Myth – Anywhere you have 
skin, you can get skin cancer. 
Check soles of feet, between 
fingers and toes, inside ears 
and nose, genitals, gums. 
Melanoma travels through-
out the body with its own 
blood supply.

4. Sun protection will cause 
Vitamin D deficiency.

Partially true - The sun's UV 
radiation is both the ma-
jor cause of skin cancer and 
the best source of vitamin 
D but sensible sun protec-
tion won’t put you at risk of 
vitamin D deficiency. UV ra-
diation levels vary depend-
ing on location, time of year, 
time of day, cloud cover-
age and the environment. 
When the UV Index is 3 or 
above (such as during sum-
mer), most people maintain 

adequate vitamin D levels 
just by spending a few min-
utes outdoors on most days. 

5. All the damage was done 
when I was a child, there’s 
nothing I can do.

Myth – Although partially 
true, you probably damaged 
your skin when you were a 
child and knew no better. 
The damage you did in those 
hours, days, months and 
years of unprotected skin 
may come back to hurt you 
now so have any changes 
checked. There’s plenty you 
can do to protect your skin 
from further damage. 

6. The hotter the day, the 
greater likelihood of skin 
damage.

Myth – UV damage is not 
related to heat. You can’t 
see or feel dangerous UV ra-
diation. Even on a relatively 
cool day, UV can damage 
your skin.

7. Sunscreens and nanopar-
ticles are more dangerous 
than the sun. 

Myth – There is no research 
or evidence to show that 
anyone has ever died due to 
sunscreen or nanoparticles, 
however, it is known that 
people die from skin cancer.

8. Sometimes when it’s 
windy but not sunny, you can 
get wind-burn. 

Myth – You can get dried out 
but not burnt by wind. If your 
skin becomes hot and red on 
a cloudy but windy day, it is 
UV radiation that’s caused 
the burning. The wind keeps 
you cool so you often don’t 
feel that you’re getting 
burnt. If you need proof that 
there’s no such thing as wind 
burn, sit in front of a fan or 
out in a strong wind at night. 
You won’t get burnt. 

9. The only time to be careful 
in the sun is between mid-
day and 2pm in Summer. 

Myth – With changing cli-
mate, sun protection periods 
are longer than they were. 
When the UV rating is 3 or 
above you need sun protec-
tion. This is often between 
9:30am and 5:00pm be-
tween Mid-August to May. 
Check www.bom.gov.au for 
daily UV ratings.

10. Sunscreen doesn’t work. I 
put it on and I still get burnt.

Myth – Sunscreen does 
work but often people don’t 
use it properly. 

Tips for better sun 
protection

When using sunscreen, 
use a teaspoonful for each 
limb, face, neck etc, applied 
around 20 minutes be-
fore you go out in the sun. 
Reapply every two hours or 
more often if you swim and 
towel dry it off. Ensure it’s 
within the use-by date and 
kept in a cool place, definite-
ly not in the car unless in an 
esky. If you use spray-on sun-
screens ask someone to help 
with hard to reach places so 
you don’t miss any spots. 

Sunscreen should only be 
part of your sun protec-
tion strategy. When the UV  
index is 3 or above, 
The Cancer Council 
recommends: 

Slip – on clothing to cover as 
much skin as possible 

Slop – on 30+ factor sun-
screen, every two hours

Slap – on a wide-brimmed 
hat to protect your face, ears 
and neck

Seek – shade in preference to 
sitting or standing in the sun

Slide – on sunglasses to pro-
tect your eyes from cataracts

NON BLAIR

Non is a melanoma survivor 
and former Cancer Council 
Victoria SunSmart Educator. 

HEALTH

BEING SUNSMART

Photo: Kirsty HallSunsmart kids at Emerald Community House childcare
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MEMOIR

Parrots wait in the trees around the back door as we return 
from early training at the Pony Club. The sound of seed on 
the bird feeder sets Libby’s excited tail wagging for her own 
breakfast in the enclosed verandah. She leaps against the 
flywire, gloats when rosellas fly. They circle round and return, 
realising she’s just kidding. Cheeky kookaburras hop up to 
the wire hopefully, smelling her breakfast after swooping on 
their own. Shy king parrots wait until I take Libby indoors.

After loving pats and knee nuzzles I set to work weeding 
out invaders among my amazing heathland plants. My ten 
acres of natural bush is unfenced so Libby must stay on the 
six metre training leash hooked up high on a branch to allow 
her as much movement as possible. 

She watches me intently then pulls a few weeds herself be-
fore starting on my new planting! Life is all around us, unseen, 
leaving varied scents in wombat holes or on bark chewed by 
sugar gliders. A wallaby track through dense impenetrable 
coral fern stretches down through the forest to the creek. 

Hearing a thump, I glance up to spot the wallaby but he’s al-
ready half way down to the creek. I turn back to Libby. No Libby. 
No lead. No sound. She couldn’t have got loose from that high, 
upward turning branch stub! She has. She briefly gives tongue 
from way down the hill – invisible, in some wallaby tunnel under 
the fern among the tall, sturdy peppermint gums.

I set off in search of my precious, exuberant young Libby. I 
track her all the way down to the creek calling, calling, push-
ing through chest-high fern until tree ferns rear above the 
water. A fallen log will not take me across the creek but could 
have taken Libby.

No reply.    No Libby.     No wallaby.    No sound.  

What’s that? I try pushing through the tangled fern. It’s im-
possible. It wraps itself around me, clings to me, trips me. 
If I fall here and can’t get up I will never be found. Nobody 
would hear me scream. Bush blocks each side are unoccu-
pied. I have seen how completely a road-kill kangaroo car-
cass can be dispersed and scattered by fox, goanna, unseen 
wild dogs. Risking an accident here is not common sense.

What really lives in my peaceful Australian bush, nobody knows. 
Across the creek is a cleared flat surrounded by huge manna 
gums. Did a puma drape that goat carcass over a branch six or 
seven metres from the ground? They say they eat dogs.

Surely she can find her way home with such acute hearing, 
scent and energy.

I return but can’t settle. Hours pass. I keep calling without 
response. I try on the next block but can’t get far. I swallow 
my pride and call up friends to help, a teacher and an ac-
countant, entreating them to come and help me search af-
ter work. I wait. At least the days are lengthening. 

Down Old Emerald Road they come, young and active, to 
battle the fern. I jump in the car to search the other side of 
the creek, a circuitous drive through Emerald and Avonsleigh 

to reach scattered dwellings beyond. I grind down driveways 
and knock on strange front doors. ‘My dog’s gone missing. 
Shaggy, black, medium-sized spoodle-kelpie cross, a year or 
so old. Would you mind if I searched down by the creek?’

‘You’ll never get through!’ The answer is invariably accompa-
nied by an amazed shake of the head. Well, the blackberries 
hadn’t quite taken over my creek bank. The goat dealt with 
them while it lived. I keep on going downstream. With all her 
energy my Libby could be in the mountains by now. 

My friends heard her but could not locate her. They can’t stay 
any longer. ‘She’ll come home at dark, when she’s hungry.’ All 
that expenditure of time, petrol and energy for nothing. 

All evening I hear the deep silence of the gloomy bush louder 
than city sounds. Bedtime comes and goes. I leave the ve-
randah door open. I wake from fitful sleep to find the sun 
well up and the verandah empty. 

All hope gone, I mope all morning. Massive storm clouds roll in 
to obliterate the sun. How could a mere animal wind herself 
around my heart like this? Could somebody have kept her?

I sit at the computer to print notices as the afternoon storm 
explodes overhead - thunder, lightning, torrential rain. I pic-
ture Libby curled up in a friendly home and comfort myself. 
She doesn’t like the rain and will head for a house. I wait for 
the worst of the massive storm to pass before venturing 
back onto Old Emerald Road.

I leave leaflets in Emerald and head downstream. On the 
roads that access properties along the creek there is no 
place suitable for my notice. Then, aha! The sign to the Trout 
Farm. Lots of people! 

But by now it’s closing time. I wave a leaflet in front of the 
friendly proprietor as he shuts the gates. Steve takes it and 
stands absorbing the content, rubbing his chin.

Suddenly his face lights up. ‘Of course I’ll put it up for you. But 
look, I’ve been hearing a dog bark down there for a couple of 
days.’ He nods upstream towards my property.

‘Where?’ I’m tensing to run.

‘Oh, you’ll never get through.’ He shakes his head, smiling. 
‘Blackberries! Look here, I’ve got something to do down 
there when I change my clothes.’ He waves a reassuring 
finger. ‘You go home and get yourself some tea. I’ll ring you 
the moment I find anything.’

ALONG OLD EMERALD ROAD:
A FISHY RESCUE 
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Almost incoherent with raised hopes and gratitude, I can 
only nod and whisper, ‘Thanks so much. That’s really kind of 
you.’ Eat.   Wait.   Drink tea.   Wait. 

The phone rings. "I’ve got her. You can come and get her as 
soon as you like." I love this young man! I’m avid to know 
what happened.

He said he slashed his way through the blackberries. 
Everything was silent. Way towards my property he spotted 
a black head trembling below a huge tree across the creek. 

Libby had tried to follow her escaping wallaby. The jumble of 
twigs and broken branches caught her lead. Her struggles re-
sulted in further tangle. Trapped, thirsty and exhausted, she 
jumped down to seek a drink in the shallow creek. The lead 
just reached. She didn’t hang herself but nor could she jump 
back. She paddled in icy water. For two days. Without food. 
Creeks rise dramatically after such a torrential storm!

Steve found Libby’s head barely visible above the surging 
water. She shrank terrified her ears laid back, growling. He 
soothed her as he set about untangling six metres of tangled 
lead. Suddenly she realised what he was about and her eyes 
filled with grateful pleading. He lifted her to the bank, free, 
and wallowed out after her.  

Home at the fish farm he fed my starving girl half a kilo 
of mince and dried her off before releasing her in a grassy, 
fenced paddock with his two beautiful German shepherds to 
keep her company. She was having a ball! When I arrive she 
runs up and stands wagging, gazing into her saviour’s eyes, 

telling him just how grateful she is. 

She eventually consents to return with me, settling for a 
treat and her regular bed for the evening - my lap. My beau-
tiful girl, still with me, administering small tongue kisses to 
my caressing hand. 

My own little miracle, rescued by an angel.

In memoriam. In all the years since, my irreplaceable Liebling 
herself has been my angel, my happiness, until last month 
just days short of her 16th birthday when she was laid to rest 
at the bottom of my garden.

DOROTHY WILLIAMS

We are a domestic and commercial paving and landscap-
ing company looking to hire a landscaper (qualified or ex-
perienced) to join our team!

You must be experienced in most aspects of hard land-
scaping including laying pavers and concreting for pav-
ing underscreeds. Being qualified is not essential, relevant 
experience and skills are most important. You must have 
good attention to detail and be able to work independently 
to an intricate and high standard.

You must have your own car and be willing to work in all 
areas of metro Melbourne.

We are a specialist permeable paving company with a 
small dynamic team. We install permeable paving as well 

as complete landscape projects across the domestic and 
commercial sectors.

You will join the team and start training to become the as-
sistant supervisor by Christmas. Pay is above award rates 
and a full time position is available.

Contact Dawn on 0432 309 824 for more information and 
to apply.

BUSINESS

WANTED: LANDSCAPER -
ASSISTANT SUPERVISOR
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EVENTS  GALLERIES  SPORT  CULTURE  CONCERTS  THEATRE

EMERALD VILLAGE ASSOCIATION  
Tuesday November 26th, 7:30pm  
Emerald RSL 
www.emeraldvillagenews.com.au

BELGRAVE BIG DREAMS MARKET

First Sunday of every month (except Jan)
St Thomas More Primary School
Reynolds Lane, Belgrave 
Time: 9am - 2pm 
Info: www.belgravebigdreamsmarket.com

BELGRAVE SOUTH COMMUNITY MARKET

First Sunday of every month (except Sept)
Gilmore Court, Belgrave South 
Time: 10.30am - 3.30pm 
Info: market@bsch.org.au

COCKATOO COUNTRY MARKET

First Saturday of every month (except Jan)
Alma Treloar Reserve, 77 Pakenham Road, Cockatoo 
Time: 8.30am - 1.30pm 
Info: cockatoocountrymarket@outlook.com

EMERALD COMMUNITY MARKET 

Third Sunday of every month 
Main Street & Kilvington Drive, Emerald 
Time: 9am-3pm 
Info: 03 5968 3881 www.emeraldcommunity.market

EMERALD LIONS GROW IT BAKE IT MAKE IT 

First Sunday of every month 
Gemco Theatre, 19 Kilvington Drv, Emerald
Time: 10am-3pm
Info: www.facebook.com/GrowItBakeItMakeItMarket

GEMBROOK MARKET

Fourth Sunday of every month (except Dec)
Gembrook Community Centre
Time: 9am-2pm 
Info: www.gembrookmarket.com.au

KALLISTA COMMUNITY MARKET

First Saturday of every month (except Jan)
2 Church Street, Kallista 
Time: 9am - 1pm 
Info: kallistamkt@gmail.com

MONBULK PRODUCE MARKET

Second Saturday of every month
Top End  Main Street, Monbulk
Time: 8am-1pm 
Info: monbulkmarket@gmail.com 
www.facebook.com/monbulkproducemarket

UPWEY GRASSROOTS MARKET

Saturday December 1st 
Main Street, Upwey
Time: 11am-4pm
Info:  www.facebook.com/GrassrootsMarketUpwey

COCKATOO WOMEN'S BUSINESS NETWORK 
Monday November 25th, 7:30pm 
42 McBride Street, Cockatoo 
Monthly meetings held on last Monday each month

CARDINIA FARM & FOOD FESTIVAL 
Thursday November 21st, 4-8pm 
Living & Learning Centre Pakenham 
6B Henry Street, Pakenham 
www.facebook.com/cardiniafoodmovement

Emerald Primary School Fair 
Saturday November 9th, 10am-3pm 
Heroes Avenue, Emerald 
www.facebook.com/EmeraldPrimarySchoolFair

Menzies Creek Primary Fair 
Saturday November 16th, 10am-4pm 
School Road, Menzies Creek 
www.facebook.com/menziescreekprimaryschool

Monbulk Car Show 
Sunday November 24th, 10am-3pm 
Main Street, Monbulk 
www.facebook.com/MonbulkCarShow

Hillscene LIVE - 'Shifting Thresholds' 
November 9 & 10th, 12pm til late  
Karwarra Nursery, 1190-1192 Mt Dandenong Tourist Rd 
www.hillscenelive.com

Kids Fun Run with Thomas 
Sunday November 24th, races starting 10am 
Puffing Billy Station Gembrook 
www.kidsfunrunwiththomas.org.au

Emerald Carols by the Lake 
Friday December 13th, 6-8pm 
Emerald Lake Park 
www.emeraldcarols.com 

Lloyd Spiegel – 'Cut and Run' tour 
Saturday November 23rd, 8pm 
Burrinja Cultural Centre,  
Cnr Glenfern Road and Matson Dr, Upwey 
burrinja.org.au

HILLS PHOTGRAPHIC SOCIETY 
Thursday November 14th & 28th, 7:30pm 
St Josephs' Church Hall 
Corner Monbulk and Cornish Rds, Emerald 
www.hillsphotographicsociety.org.au

                 emeraldmessenger.com.au  FREE


