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Artist and sculptor Sioux 
Dollman has been sprin-
kling fairy dust and cre-
ating magic with her 
artwork, sculptures and 
mosaics across Melbourne, 
from Werribee to her home 
town of Warburton for al-
most two decades. Now her 
uniquely beautiful artwork 

is appearing in Emerald too.

Sioux is passionate about 
art and creativity and be-
lieves we are all artists at 
heart. 

“I believe our imagination 
is the key to creating and 
manifesting our magical 
realities.

A new year has started 
which normally heralds a 
swathe of New Year reso-
lutions. This year, most 
Australian’s woke up to the 
continued rolling coverage 
of our burning continent. 

Fires have been burning 
in every state and terri-
tory across the nation with 
many fires still active and 
it is still only the beginning 
of the fire season. The dev-
astating fires have been 

far and wide, cutting an 
indiscriminate path of de-
struction, where countless 
species of flora and fauna 
have perished in its wake. 
Many communities have 
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The fences around the new skate park and playground in 
Gembrook came down in mid December to the delight of local 
residents young and old. The new facilities are not just attract-
ing local kids big and small but kids from further afield too.

Talking with both parents and kids it was clear the flying fox, 
new skate ramps and basketball half courts are a big hit, while 
the in-ground trampoline was proving very popular too. 

Local parents said that they were happy that favourite 
parts of the old park such as the train and alphabet poles 
have been kept and given a facelift. The new skate park is 
both larger and more open than its predecessor, prompting 
some parents to consider dusting off their old skateboards 
and giving it a go themselves. Several families said they’d 
visited the park every day since it had reopened and were 
pleased that the kids were enjoying spending time outdoors.

The refurbishment of the park includes a new sealed car park 
along Beenak East road, and new undercover barbecue and 
picnic areas. There is also a water feature and large lawn area 
alongside adventure and imaginative play areas and swings.

Locals are pleased that the colourful structures in the park 
have largely been built from wood rather than plastic. The 
flying fox is very popular with the kids as they can just sit 
on it rather than having to hold on to it. A few parents 
commented that more shaded areas are needed as well as 
more seating but otherwise locals and visitors all seemed 
very happy with the new facilities.

KIRSTY HALL

COMMUNITY
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Four of us commenced a 5 day, 4 night hike on December  
27th 2019. The Wilderness Coast Walk from Merrica River in 
NSW to Mallacoota in Victoria.

We were mindful of the bushfire situation, the Ensay fire 
was over 100km west of us, too far to be a concern. Phone 
coverage on the walk was patchy. The Parks Service had 
issued us a permit and knew where we would be camping. 
The weather was due to warm up later in the walk but by 
then we would have easy access to the beach. We chose to 
carry an emergency beacon (PLB). We weren't worried.

For the first two nights the walking was very pleasant and 
the camp sites beautiful. There was no phone coverage. 
The sunrises and sunsets were red, indicative of smoke but 
nothing that was threatening us.

On the third night we camped at Lake Wau Wauker. The sun 
was red. I climbed a nearby sand dune and got phone and 
internet. A fire had started at Wingan River. People were be-
ing evacuated from Mallacoota. The next day's walk was 
along the beach, continuing as planned was the best option.

The walk to Lake Barracoota was hot, forecast 41C. We set 
off carrying lots of water, walking on the beach was hot but 
not too hot. The last 500m into camp at Lake Barracoota 
was in the sand dunes. It was very hot in the dunes! Maybe 
the 50's or more. Though only a short walk some of our group 
were showing signs of heat stress. We had to drop our packs 
to later retrieve them in the relative cool of the evening.

The Wingan fire had grown. It was west of Mallacoota but 
a south west change was due at 4am that night. Wind 
changes are the most dangerous times for bush fires. We 
were WSW of Mallacoota, in the path of the wind change 
but probably too far away to be at risk.

We were in a safe place, a square kilometre of freshwa-
ter lake was at our tent door. The ocean was 300m be-
hind us and our west flank was guarded by unvegetated 

sand dunes. Nevertheless I climbed a sand dune a couple 
of times that night and scanned the horizon. There was 
an angry red glow in the sky where I guessed Mallacoota 
would be but nothing close.

New Year’s Eve dawned cold and windy, the change had 
come through hours earlier. I expected the fire had done a 
destructive run to the NE and then quietened with the cold 
wind. The 500m walk back to the beach was an issue if the 
fire caught us there but the beach walk would be safe. We 
scanned the horizon for fire and then did the 500m cross-
ing as fast as possible.

We walked along the beach into a cold and unpleasant 
wind. Sand was blowing in our eyes. The sky gradually 
darkened. The sun turned dull red and disappeared. Singed 
leaves were falling from the sky, they lined the shore, me-
tres wide. We stopped for a break. I had to use my torch to 
see my wristwatch.

Through the smoke we thought we saw flashes of light 
where Mallacoota would be. As we walked closer they re-
solved into huge fireballs in the sky over Mallacoota. I had 
never seen anything as frightening in film or TV news.

We walked on and eventually made out through the smoke 
and red light, cars, boats and people on the beach. We had 
arrived at the sandbar where many of those in Mallacoota 
had taken refuge.

A voice in the dim light said, “You're better staying here 
mate, it’s safer and less smoke.”

We sheltered in a dip in the sand from the cold wind, smoke and 
stinging sand for a few hours, birds were dropping from the sky. 
When we thought it safe, we made our way into Mallacoota.

The fire had burnt to the edge of the camp ground. We set 
up camp there. Over the other side of the estuary buildings 
were burning. The fire trucks refilled with water in quick suc-
cession, the crowd gathered nearby cheered each truck as it 
returned to the fire. How could the fire fighters face the wall 
of fire hours earlier? They probably hadn't slept for days.

Mallacoota was buzzing with many generators. One was 
running an espresso machine. We queued. The barista had 
not been home for days, he had been told that his home 
was OK. We let a paramedic to the front of the queue. 
There were two ambulances in Mallacoota but no hospital 
to drive to. They were mainly treating smoke damage to 

FIREBALLS  
IN THE SKY

BUSHFIRE
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eyes. A thick column of smoke erupted nearby. “That's the 
house on the corner” said a voice.

We met a woman angry with a TV cameraman. Were we in-
vading her privacy too? No, we were OK. She had returned 
in time to save her house from spot fires but not in time to 
save her neighbours' houses. There were dead lizards and 
birds in the gutter. 

We had counter tea at the golf club. They had returned unsched-
uled from their holidays to open and provide a bit of normality.

After a couple of days the navy evacuated us. They were 
great. They would do anything to help us.

TONY FORSTER 
Belgrave South

HEALTH

Australian school kids can spend up to eight hours a day 
in school and at the end of January, millions will pack their 
bags, polish their shoes and head back into the classroom 
for the year ahead. To get the most out of their school day, 
it’s important for kids to practise healthy habits to keep 
their mind active and their bodies moving. 

Kids don’t often think about the impact that common ac-
tivities like sitting in a classroom, carrying a heavy bag and 
excessive screen time, can have on their overall health and 
wellbeing. Dr Vicky, chiropractor, from DCT Chiropractic, 
wants Aussie kids to start practising positive spinal health 
habits all year round. 

“Kids spend the majority of their day at school, so we need 
to help them learn to make the right decisions about their 
health and wellbeing. This January we are recommending 
practical and useful tips for kids and their parents to re-
member when heading into the year ahead and we hope 
they will practise all year round,” Dr Vicky said.

These tips include carrying a backpack correctly with both 
straps, sitting correctly in school with their shoulders back 
and relaxed, and eating a balance diet. Dr Vicky also rec-
ommends kids stay hydrated throughout the day and get 
at least 60 minutes of physical activity daily. 

“Another big part of learning these days is on screen, so 
monitoring children’s recreational screen time and poten-
tially reducing it to two hours a day can help with the ef-
fects that screen use has on a child’s developing spine and 
overall wellbeing,” Dr Vicky said. 

As part of the Australian Chiropractors Association’s Back to 
School public health campaign DCT Chiropractic is encourag-
ing the community of Emerald and surrounding suburbs to 
start practising these healthy habits in school and at home. 

Chiropractors are well placed to assess and manage disor-
ders of the musculoskeletal system and offer solutions and 
advice regarding your existing spinal health issues or how 
to improve overall health and wellbeing. 

To find out more about how to practise these healthy habits, 
visit backtoschool.org.au or book an appointment with Dr 
Vicky via www.dctchiropractic.com.au or call 0410 572 977.

HEALTHY HABITS FOR KIDS
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Michael O’Connor was one of the first settlers to select 
land in ‘Paradise’ now Clematis in 1880. ‘Eden House’ was 
the name given to the first cottage the O’Connor’s built 
in 1882. The building included a small store with a wine 
licence. It soon became one of the best known landmarks 
in the district. 

After 1900, the mail came on Puffing Billy, stopping at 
Clematis Station located just below the property. The pa-
trons collecting their mail from the post office were served 
from the end of the bar. It was also the first polling booth in 
the area. In the early 1900s the building was extended and 
in 1926 re-named ‘Paradise Hotel’. 

After the death of Michael O’Connor in 1908 his daughters 
Catherine and Minnie conducted the hotel, which became 
known locally as ‘Kitty O’Connor’s.’ The O’Connor children 
are listed as attending Menzies Creek Primary School in the 
late 1880s and '90s. They were Andrew, Catherine, Michael, 
Minnie, Nicholas and Jane.

The following article written by Nicholas when he lived in 
Clematis was printed in the Herald in 1938.

Reminisces of the 1870s 

In the 1870s 'The Hills' were a very different place from the or-
dered resorts we know today. Among the giant trees and lush 
vegetation was a thronging bird and animal life.

Long before there was a railway line to Ferntree Gully or 
Gembrook, I lived in those parts. There were no townships after 
one left the Gully. The first land mark was at what is now the 
trestle bridge, beyond Belgrave. After that came Hermon’s at 
Menzies Creek: O’Connor’s, where the Paradise Hotel stands 
at Clematis and Emerald where the first settlers lived. 

There were only bullock tracks in those days, used a good 
deal for carrying eucalyptus oil to town. Perhaps it was the 
first made in Australia.

Just beyond where Belgrave is now a huge tree had fallen 
across the Monbulk creek. In it an old prospector made 

his home, hollowed out by fire. Here he carved a couple of 
rooms. He was known as Jimmy the Fiddler, and he played 
an old violin in his tree home.

The beauties of the Dandenong’s seem to a certain extent 
to have disappeared when one thinks of what they were 
over 50 years ago. At this time many of the gullies that 
stretched from Ferntree Gully to Gembrook were so beauti-
fully protected by nature that in the majority of them fire 
would not burn. Around Clematis and Menzies Creek there 
was no sign of charcoal in the valleys, no under growth of 
bracken, but only the small green ferns and lichens which 
went to make up the beauty and provision of growth in 
these places.

Paradise Gully

The name Paradise Gully (now Clematis) was bestowed by 
an old gentleman who used to spend some of the sum-
mer months in the shade of numerous ferns and other flora 
that kept the sun from entering except in scattered rays.

Supplejack was there in all its glory, as thick as a man’s arm. 
It would entwine itself around a tree and climb to the top, 
whence with four or five others, it would spread out in flow-
er, at the same time making a shaded bower.

Lyrebirds were there in hundreds. They were shot for their 
tails, which were sold for 5/- (50cents) and sometimes 7/6 
a pair. The beautiful mountain opossum, which lives most-
ly on the ground was very plentiful too. They were indis-
criminately trapped for their skins, which I understand were 
shipped to America. So too, were the silver greys, which 
were not so prized.

On the foothills below Clematis hundreds of kangaroos, the 
large grey foresters, some measuring 9 feet from tip of tail 
to top of head, were scattered across as far as Pakenham.

Birds of all descriptions abounded in the ranges, the beau-
tiful king parrot and cockatoos, black and white. When 
nightfall came the flying squirrels (sugar gliders) could be 
seen in flocks passing or gliding from one tree to another.

Koalas were there too, one can say in hundreds, mostly on 
the foothills where the messmate, white gum, and pepper-
mint grew. Wedge-tailed eagles were plentiful and I was 

HISTORY

THE DANDENONGS 
OVER A CENTURY AGO
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told on good authority they were the arch enemy of the 
koala and have been seen in pairs attacking him. It was 
also said by bushmen that they attacked young marsupi-
als, kangaroos and wallabies.

The larger creeks teemed with fish and parties could catch 
blackfish and mountain trout in large numbers. The for-
est was very dense, where it is now cleared, huge trees 
were once standing. One in the '80s (1880s) was taken to 
Melbourne exhibition, where it remained for many years. 
The girth was 70 feet. In another, near Clematis, hollowed 
out by fire, 50 people could stand.

Easy to get lost

One could scarcely leave the beaten track without being 
lost. A police trooper from Dandenong who came to these 
parts after cattle stealers became lost. His horse returned 
and the blacktrackers followed its trail and found him on 
the banks of the Cockatoo creek where The Patch is now. 
(It would have been The Sassafras creek). There were no 
settlers then, but wild cattle roamed there of many genera-
tions. It was said that their ancestors were the cattle left 
behind at the old Emerald diggings about the '60s (1860s), 
when some good alluvial gold was found.

When Baron Von Mueller visited these parts he discovered 
800 distinct kinds of plant life. These glorious hills in those 
days were something to marvel at before the axe came and 
let the fire in. Many were the experiences that one had in 
the ranges in the early days. Once I went to help a dog that 
had bailed up an old man kangaroo. He tackled me, tore 
my clothes and left leg open, and I had a narrow escape.

More and more huts

But huts began to spring up all over the hills, mostly bark 
and slabs, and patches of scrub were cleared to make room 
for what one sees now in a journey. Sometimes now I look 
at the cleared hills around Clematis and Menzies Creek and 
Emerald and think “I was once lost there all day”.

On the banks of the Menzies Creek where it joins the Woori 
Yallock Creek lived an old Crimean soldier. The few people 
that visited these parts used to go to the old man’s place to 
see “The Devil” in the garden. It was the root of a tree with 
huge” horns”. Old Charlie had carved it and it faced one in 
the garden with glaring eyes. This was the first garden in 
the mountains. Charlie made quite a good thing selling his 
apples to those settlers who had not yet an orchard. 

Later became the famous Nobelius nursery- with its 20 
miles of footpath and its hundreds of thousands of trees 
and plants. Several hundred acres were adsorbed in this 
wonderful nursery- the finest of its kind in Australia.

Other sorts of progress were not so happy. The magnificent 
Blackwood ruthlessly ringbarked and burnt, the Mountain 
Ash killed by fire- these were tragedies. I don’t think anyone 
has seen better timber than stood on the hills from the Gully 
to Gembrook. Some Mountain Ash were 200 feet high and 
from 2 feet to 50 feet in girth. Thousands of posts and rails 
and palings were taken from this country to the lower lands 
by bullock wagons which worked through the forests for years.

CHRIS BRITTON

Gold water race, Menzies Creek

Everybody is invited to
Emerald Uniting Church

on
Sundays at 9:15am

For worship and friendship

Pastor Toni Vaka 5968 2656
Find us at 3-5 Monbulk Road

 (next to Emerald C.F.A.)
Visit the Goodwill Op Shop on other days

SPECIAL

10% discount

when mentioning 

this advert*

Terms & Conditions Apply
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ENVIRONMENT

been reduced to rubble and ash with many more still un-
der threat. With several lives already lost from the fires the 
need for dramatic mitigating change has never been so 
dire. In the hills, we live with the constant threat of bushfires 
every summer and many members of our community have 
lived through bushfires in the past, I myself have endured 
Ash Wednesday and have seen total devastation within 
our very own community. Summers in the hills are spent 
listening for the warning message on the Vic Emergency 
Application, hoping that we don’t need to enact our own 
Fire Plan. The spatial and temporal scale of the bushfires 
can leave people with a feeling of helplessness which can in 
turn lead to disempowerment.  

In the latest State of the Environment Report (2016), scien-
tists have told us that a warming climate will change the 
frequency and intensity of bushfires, coupled with clearing 
native vegetation and an ever-increasing population. This is 
not new – this report is now 4 years old so the time to act is 
now. According to the latest quarterly update of Australia’s 
National Greenhouse Gas Inventory, our annual emissions 
of CO2 (the biggest contributor to global warming) shows 
electricity generation accounts for 33.1% of emissions,. 
Stationary energy or emissions from direct combustion of fu-
els from manufacturing, mining, residential and commercial 
accounts for 19.3%. Transport including road, rail, aviation 
and shipping accounts for 18.8%. Fugitive emissions which 
occur during the production, processing, transport, storage, 
transmission and distribution of fossil fuels accounts for 
11.1%. Agriculture accounts for 12.7% in the form of methane 
and CO2. Waste including landfills, wastewater treatment 
and waste incineration accounts for 2.2% of emissions. Land 
use change and forestry have actually decreased its annual 
emissions. However this won’t take into account the current 
bushfire emissions. 

You may say ‘I can’t do anything about climate change’ and 
‘the government will take care of that’ or ‘how can I make 
a difference?’ If you have already started your New Year’s 
resolutions, I suggest making some new ones by empower-
ing yourself to tackle climate change in your own backyard 
with the following suggestions: 

1 – Make your vote count by contacting your local MP and 
let them know that climate change is a deal breaker for you 
in the next election. (Climate Council) 

2 – Fundraise and raise awareness for climate change by 
joining a local Climate Change Action Group or even en-
courage your family, friends and work colleagues to act for 
climate change. (Climate Council) 

3 – Go solar (which is a little hard up here in the hills depend-
ing on your vegetation coverage). If you can’t go solar you 
can at least switch to a green energy provider, where they 
purchase renewable energy on your behalf, check out the 
Green Electricity Guide at www.greenelectricityguide.org.
au. You can also look at reducing your energy consumption 

in the house, replacing light globes with LED’s, insulate your 
house to reduce your heating and cooling costs by install-
ing outside blinds, insulate under your subfloor (you can 
do this yourself), purchase double glazing windows, seal 
up drafts under doors, plant trees around your house to 
provide shade (check with the council on vegetation limits 
near a building).  

4 – Invest your money to support renewable energy. Find 
out if your bank or superannuation fund supports fossil fu-
els and make the change to a clean energy fund or bank. 
(Climate Council) 

5 – Think before you jump on the next plane. Do you re-
ally need to travel overseas considering the huge amount 
of greenhouse gas emissions that aviation is responsible 
for? Perhaps consider spending your next holiday locally 
and supporting the local economy, especially after these 
devastating fires. Perhaps you could make use of modern 
technology and set up a video chat instead of flying over-
seas for that business meeting.  

6 – Take public transport to work or ask your colleagues who 
would like to set up a carpool. Stretch your legs by walking 
or riding your bike, especially if you work locally. There are 
some fantastic e-bikes available now for those of you with 
a longer commute. If you do have to drive a car, consider  
the fuel efficiency with your next car purchase and perhaps 
even look at a hybrid car. 

7 – Look at what you put in your shopping basket. How far 
has that food travelled to get to you? Only buy Australian 
grown or made and locally grown or made is even better. 
If you have a green thumb you could even put your own 
vegetable garden in, which is good for the environment and 
great for you. When you are making those bigger purchases 
have a look out for the companies that are committed to 
100% renewable energy. Consider cutting out or severely 
reducing your meat intake, especially beef. The latest re-
port from the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 
(IPCC) states that the increased CO2 levels in our atmos-
phere are causing a decline in the nutritional quality of 
crops. Added to this is the fact that we waste between 20-
30% of food produced. So if we cut our wastage down we 
can immediately start to reduce some of our CO2 emissions.  

8 – In the hills we are lucky to be surrounded by beautiful 
trees and other vegetation that act to reduce the amount 
of CO2 in the atmosphere. You can help by not cutting down 
trees unless they are impacting your house, actively plant-
ing more native trees in your backyard and not support 
logging in our already fragile native forests. Try to look be-
yond your backyard and start caring for your local reserves, 
remnant bushland and even the road verges. Join your local 
Landcare Group or volunteer at a tree planting day.  

There are many ways that we can all do our bit to help miti-
gate climate change. We just need to do it one step at a time. 

HEREMAIA TITOKO 

Heremaia is a 3rd year Environmental Science  
student studying at Charles Sturt University. 

CLIMATE CHANGE RESOLUTIONS
Continued from page 1
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An industrial port of a war-torn city. Women survivors wait 
to be shipped abroad. Officials come and go. A grandmother  
watches as her remaining family are taken from her one by 
one. The city burns around them.

It may sound all too familiar as events occurring some-
where in our world, but Euripides' play depicting the desola-
tion following the fall of Troy was written nearly two and 
half thousand years ago.

The timelessness of the themes were part of the decision for 
Sharon Maine to direct Women of Troy for Gemco Players.  She 
first became interested in the drama of the Ancient Greeks 
when directing Medea for Gemco in 2015.  Although she was 
also attracted to the mythology of the ancients, it was the 
revelation that the essence of people remain the same.

‘It has incredible currency in our times,’ says Maine, who has 
been directing with Gemco and other community theatre 
companies for over 20 years.  ‘We see these themes playing 
out right now throughout the world,  where the most pow-
erful send the least powerful to fight wars that often have 
little meaning.  In Women of Troy the war has been waged 
for 10 years simply because someone wants his wife back.  
Yet the suffering endured over that period was immense, 
most often by the least powerful and the poorest.”

The plight of women in war was also something that attract-
ed Maine to the play. “Mostly its men’s version of war that gets 
told, the battles and heroism, the losses endured in the field.  
Euripides tells the story of the women enduring the terrible 
aftermath of war, the deaths of their husbands and sons, the 
loss of their homes, of their freedom and often their lives.”

Maine’s vision for this production is that the audience will ex-
perience being able to walk in the shoes of the characters. 
“Everything will be laid bare, there will be no period costumes 
to hide behind, no insinuating the horrors.  It will be a sensory 

experience that, hopefully, audiences will feel and experi-
ence.  If you come along, you will get the tragedy of the tale.”

Despite its grim themes, Maine is excited about being in-
volved in another community theatre project.  “ I enjoy the 
collaboration, being involved with other creative people 
who share the passion and vision to bring these important 
stories to our stage.”

Women of Troy will be performed at Gemco Community 
Arts Centre, 19 Kilvington Drive, Emerald from Friday March 
6th to Saturday March 21st. Tickets can be purchased on-
line at www.gemcoplayers.org. Women of Troy is currently 
on the VCE English text list and is suitable for students 
studying the text.

SHARON MAINE

TIMELESS AND 
INTENSE

ARTS & CULTURE

After the fall of Troy to
the Greek invading

army, the Trojan women
weep over their lost

city, families, and honor,
as they are taken away

as Greek slaves

6-21 March 2020
Evenings | 8pm: 

Friday 6, Saturday 7, Friday 13, Saturday 14,
Friday 20, Saturday 21  

Matinee | 2pm: Sunday 8 and 15
at 

The Gem Community Arts Centre, 
19 Kilvington Drive, Emerald 3782

Tickets: Adult $25; $22 conc. 
Early Bird $20 to Feb 21. 

School Students: $15. 
Gemco Members 2 for 1. 
Groups of 4+ $20/ticket. 

Online bookings www.gemcoplayers.org. 
Enquiries call 5968 2844

Women
of  Troy

Gemco Players Present

BY EURIPIDES
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When I create, I am reminding us of the beauty and the 
journey in learning truth and love to understand life. Live, 
love and enjoy! Activate your rainbow ray. Remember, 
beauty is everywhere!”

During the recent school holidays Sioux was commissioned 
to work her magic at the Emerald Community House creat-
ing a mosaic river that runs through the playground of the 
child care centre. 

Using a mixture of ferro-cement, real and constructed river 
stones and mosaic tiles the river weaves its way down from 
the upper level of the playground through garden beds and 
across paths ending in a shallow pool surrounded by river 
stones. Colourful fish and whimsical shapes made from 
multi-hued mosaic tiles adorn the magical river and will no 
doubt provide much joy and fun for the children who use 
the centre. 

This project was partially funded through a Cardinia Shire 
beautification grant and is a significant addition to the 
distributed mosaic collection on display at the Emerald 
Community House.

MEREDITH COLE

MOSAIC RIVER

ARTS & CULTURE

Sick of spending too much time on your business administration and bookkeeping? 

Want more time to actually run your business? 

Then come join us for a demo by Naomi Bryant from Xero and see what this beautiful 
Accounting Software can do for you. 

Also see Hubdoc in action…… 

Hubdoc gets your key financial docs, including creditors and bank statements automatically 
from your suppliers. Say goodbye to chasing documents & data entry! 

VENUE: 

DATE: 

TIME: 

Emerald Community House 

20th February 

7:15pm 

Numbers are strictly limited so please RSVP: 

to Lucy on 5968 3166, by 14th February 

Your invitation to learn all about 

Continued from page 1

New mosaic feature in playground at Emerald Community House
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At this year's PAVE festival, you're invited to envision 8 days 
of creativity and inspiration, indulging yourself in perform-
ing and visual arts. Starting with the fabulous family day 
at FunFest, PAVE continues with a diverse array of exciting 
events scheduled at multiple venues in Emerald.  

Imagine you’re a musician or singer and attend one of the 
many workshops with others learning a new skill or honing 
a talent. Envision the life or soul of the musician or script 
writer as you enjoy a heartfelt performance. Lose yourself 

in a magical world of illusion, comedy, film, melodrama, 
theatrics, beautiful artwork or stunning music. 

Meet the musicians and poets in our tiny, intimate pop-up 
bar, the Hive; imagine you’re back in the 1920s during the 
prohibition of alcohol in the US, with this year’s Speakeasy 
Hive theme. 

The year 2020 is a good year to rediscover the arts in order 
to come closer together as humans and find greater har-
mony, one musical note or brushstroke at a time. 

We hope you enjoy the richness of the PAVE Festival this 
year with over 60 events across a week of celebration in 
Emerald. Further details are online - www.pave.org.au. 

If you’d like to see it from the inside, volunteering applica-
tions are still open. Contact us on info@pave.org.au 

NON BLAIR

BE IMMERSED  
IN CREATIVITY

ARTS & CULTURE

Eastern Dandenong Ranges Association
 2019 Annual General Meeting

Monday 24 Feb - 7pm - 9pm
Ash Wednesday Bushfire Education Centre

2 McBride Street, Cockatoo

Guest Speaker
Harriet Shing MP

 
All welcome

 

Harps for Happiness workshops on April 4th & 5th at Emerald Primary
Kevin Buckingham Band are playing on April 3rd at the Emerald RSL

Ukulele workshops on April 1st & 4th at Emerald Community House Hall Miss Emilia will be performed on April 3rd at Emersleigh Estate
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COMMENTARY

People keep saying they are shocked by the fires. I am 
aghast but certainly not shocked. This situation is exactly 
as predicted. I have been shocked at Federal Government 
inaction and incompetence. I have been shocked talking to 
my fellow citizens who value the economy over the environ-
ment as if the endpoint of climate change is anything other 
than complete economic collapse.  

By the end of this nightmare summer every last upright hu-
man will have to accept the science. The country has burnt 
everywhere; in forests that have existed since the ice age, 
in tropical rain forests and any place in between. Climate 
change is real but this is not the time to despair, we need to 
act now! All of us, every man, woman, child and especially 
our Prime Minister. But government collaboration with the 
fossil fuel fiends means that to survive and thrive we need 
to act locally. 

We in the hills have something going for us as both Cardinia 
and Yarra Ranges Councils have declared a Climate 
Emergency. So it is time to get to work. But on what and how?

Project drawdown has already been discussed in this fine 
paper but with attention so squarely focussed on climate 
change we need to be discussing ideas, aims and how we 
can implement them locally. There are so many ideas and 

amazing things already happening out there so let’s use 
The Emerald Messenger as a place to share them. Have 
you got a great idea for drawing down carbon but you need 
help? Write in, let’s discuss them, this almighty problem will 
require multiple solutions. It will take many minds and even 
more hands to start to solve it.

You can email your views, ideas or planned activities to  
stories@emeraldmessenger.com.au

Planting trees is a quick and easy first step with 50 trees 
per person being the general figure put forward as optimal 
for drawing down carbon from the atmosphere. So Cardinia 
Shire needs to plant 602,495 and the Yarra Ranges Shire 
should aim for 801,020. We could easily achieve this by the 
end of the year if local government can identify appropri-
ate land as well as use their nurseries to propagate the 
trees. Ethiopia planted 350 millon trees in 12 hours! So hey, 
let’s not aim too low. 

So if the inaction of climate change is making you anx-
ious, write to your council today and ask them when the 
mass tree plantings will happen. Tomorrow, go and buy 
a tree and plant it in your garden. The day after that join 
Landcare and head out to their next planting. Then change 
your search engine to Ecosia, they plant a tree for every 
search you make with them. If you have enough trees on 
your property already get a subscription ($5 per tree, per 
month) to ReForest Now, www.reforestnow.org.au who are 
propagating and planting QLD and NSW rainforest trees 
and plants. For the next year whenever you need to buy a 
present for someone buy them a plant. In a small way you 
will be continually helping the earth to heal. 

The absence of Federal political leadership and action in re-
sponse to this crisis is no excuse for local inaction. Our sur-
vival will only be possible if we commit to acting together to 
mitigate the serious damage we have done to our planet. I 
hold great hope in the face of this epic and overwhelming 
tragedy that we can join together and act.

MEAGHAN FREE

ACT NOW

The Emerald Arts Society 
presents  

Watercolour Classes 
with It Hao Pheh  

 The Teacher 
It Hao Pheh is a highly qualified artist and 
has a wealth of experience as a tutor. He has 
an Honours degree in Fine Arts and has had 
more than 16 solo exhibitions in Australia 
and overseas. He has won countless awards 
including a 1st Prize in Watercolour at the 
Camberwell Rotary Art Show. 
 

This watercolour class is suitable for absolute  
beginners as well as more advanced students. 
The course will cover basic and traditional watercolour 
techniques, basic drawing, wet-in-wet, drybrush, 
blending and glazing. We will be working with variety 
of subjects 
There will be short demonstrations throughout the 
course to enhance the learning experience. 

  Term 1 :  7 weeks  
  When :  Friday: 1:00pm - 3:00pm 
 
 Where : Emerald Arts Society 
                 Cnr Church and Anne Streets   
         Emerald 
  Cost: Advance whole term payment             
    $210 members / $280 non-members 
               Per class fee, $35 members  
                                     $45 non-members 
  If you are interested in attending the 
course    or have any queries contact   
               It Hao  0426 764499              
      phehithao@gmail.com 
 

 

Course Details 

 

Photo:  Nikola Jovanovic on UnSplash
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Emerald Community House Inc. 
356 - 358 Belgrave-Gembrook Rd, Emerald VIC 3782 
Telephone: 03 5968 3881  Email: emhouse@iinet.net.au 
www.emeraldcommunityhouse.org.au 
‘Find us’ on Facebook - www.facebook.com/emeraldcommunityhouse

 

Term 1 
(January 28th - March 26th 2020) 

Semester 1 
Short course programs, children’s 
programs, local events, venue hire, 
activities & community projects 

Supporting Local Community 
Enterprise Zone: 

Strengthening new opportunities 
for local business development, 
training pathways, volunteering 
and pathways to employment 

Office open 
Monday - Friday 

9am - 4pm 
(During School Terms) 

All Welcome 
please come in 

& say hello 

Our Vision is to be a place where connections are made and opportunities are realised. 
Our Mission is to consistently meet the needs of the community by providing 

quality community development activities, programs and services. 

Program Guide 
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Membership Fees 
$10 for individuals and $15 for families applies to all users accessing any of the services/programs at 
Emerald Community House (ECH).  The membership fee is an annual fee from January to December and 
goes towards House facilities and maintenance, community grant support, insurance, free community wifi 
and other house expenses. Further details www.emeraldcommunityhouse.org.au  

Course Enrolment 
Enrolment/membership forms are available at the office or online www.emeraldcommunityhouse.org.au. 
Course cancellations may occur if minimum class numbers aren’t achieved. Terms/Conditions are also 
online. NOTE: Course times and activity details are correct as at time of printing, but may be subject to 
change at the discretion of management. 

Membership, Course Enrolment Details & Conditions 

The Dig In Community Café is an ECH initiative to promote community 
volunteering, job skills and connections. ECH practises community dining 
as an exercise in preparedness and community engagement. Run by 
community volunteers under the House Manager, The Dig In Community 
Café provides a range of volunteer opportunities including menu planning, 
food preparation, cooking, venue setting, set-up, pack up and dishwashing. 
Donations are kindly accepted to keep the café going. 

Volunteers and diners all enjoy a fun night and it’s a great outlet to make 
new friends and eat together around the community table. This takes place 
on the last Friday of every month, unless otherwise advertised. Other  
community groups are encouraged to get involved and run a Dig In 
Community dining event of their own.  

Volunteers and food donations always welcome!

Thank you to all of our Dig In Community Café regular sponsors (Emerald Woolworths, 
Emerald Bakery & Cockatoo Bakery) and our wonderful team of volunteers! 

Dates: Friday January 31st, February 28th, March 27th 
Venue: ECH Hall  
Time: 6-8pm 

Dig In Community Cafe 

The Dig in Community Café is one of a collection of programs recognised by Monash/EMV Resilience 
Compendium in Victoria and EMV’s Community Resilience Framework 

Funds raised from market stall 
fees support the Emerald 

Community House not-for profit to 
continue running events, 
programs & community 
development projects 

Summer/Spring Markets 

Sunday 9am-3pm January 19th 
Sunday 9am-3pm February 16th 
Sunday 9am-3pm March 15th 
FunFest 10am - 4pm March 29th 
Sunday 9am - 3pm April 19th 
Sunday 9am - 2pm May 17th
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Emerald Wellbeing Group 
Course Code WP With  Jennifer Haines 

Our popular and innovative program provides a diverse and fun environment for people to 
engage in various physical and intellectual activities that can improve quality of health and 
wellbeing. The program takes place in an environment that includes carers to develop 
friendships, receive support from the group and develops a network with a variety of people 
and age groups. 

We offer a range of structured fun activities to improve general wellbeing  directed at people over 50.  
There is a focus on providing people with an opportunity to get together for social gatherings, informal 
discussions as well as providing valuable information.  Carers who support loved ones, must attend 
together and are welcome.Our program is coordinated by volunteers & currently funded by ECH. 

Dates: Tuesday February 4th - March 24th (8 weeks) 
Time & Venue:  9:30am - 11:30am, Emerald RSL 

FREE 

Yoga - Stretch and Relax 
Course Code YSR With Lisa Baker 

Wind down from a hectic day and stretch out stress and soreness with this relaxing series of yoga 
postures. Therapeutic yoga for everybody - all levels and all abilities. 

Dates: Monday February 3rd - March 23rd (7 weeks) 
Time/Venue: 6-7pm ECH Hall 
Course Fee: $115.50 inc GST 

Health & Wellbeing 
QiGong for Health & Healing 
Course Code QG With Maxine Gardner 

QIGONG, (chi gong), from which Tai Chi originated, uses the same principles of combining breath-work, 
movement and stillness to improve the quality of life on all levels. The purpose of these ancient exercises 
is to seek stillness (relaxation) in movement (chaos). Bringing these aspects into balance will  help to 
provide participants with practical tools for coping with the daily stresses of everyday life. QiGong can 
improve flexibility, balance, and coordination. It can be beneficial for arthritis, recovering from surgery or 
illness. Or it can simply help those who wish to enjoy the practice of a beautiful and gentle way of being, 
contributing to their health at the same time. Please bring water & a blanket. 

Dates:  Thursday February 6th - March 26th (8 weeks)  
Time & Venue: 6.30pm - 8:30pm, ECH Hall 
Course Fee:  $132.00 (inc GST)  Casual class fee $22 (inc GST) 

Page 2 
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Computers (Day Sessions)   
Course Code CD   With  Nardia Lyle 
 
Learn all about the ins and outs of your computer in a supportive environment. Work at your own pace, 
guided by the tutor to help you learn what you need to know and are interested in such as simple 
documents, email and communicating through the internet. As your confidence grows learn about 
spreadsheets, inserting pictures or creating data bases. Participants can choose from Microsoft Windows 
operating system and Microsoft Office Suite (including Word, PowerPoint, Excel) and more. 
 

Dates:  Wednesday February 5th - March 25th (8 weeks) 
Time & Venue: 12:30pm - 3pm, ECH Meeting Room 
Course Fee:  $70 (including material & amenities fees)   

All About Espaliers  
Course Code AAE  With Peter Allen 

Learn how to select the right trees to use, what espalier shapes to use for which species, creating and 
maintaining them. Prune for fruit or new growth, depending on when you do it, reduce workload by 90%. 
Please bring lunch to share. 

Date:     Sunday February 9th (1 session)  
Time & Venue:     10am - 4pm, Telopea Mountain Permaculture, 
    134 Invermay Road, Monbulk 
Course Fee:    $104.50 (inc GST)  

Garden & Environment 

Bio Dynamic Compost Making 
Course Code CFF  With Peter Allen 

Fruit trees need a certain compost, this will supply all nutrients plus aid pest and disease reduction, we 
will learn about and make a BD compost heap for fruit or for the veggie patch. We will also talk 
diodynamics. Please bring lunch to share. 

 

Dates:     Sunday March 155h (1 session)  
Time & Venue:     10am - 4pm, Telopea Mountain Permaculture, 134 Invermay Road, Monbulk 
Course Fee:    $137.50 (inc GST)  

Winter vs Summer Pruning 
Course Code DOB With Peter Allen 

Tips and tricks to reduce workload, reduce disease entry and create fruit or rejuvenate old trees. Focus 
on the advantages of pruning at the correct time to control disease, fruit and tree size. We also look at 
how to get the right tree first, so reducing the workload for the next 50 years of fruiting. Please bring your 
lunch. 

Date:  Sunday February 24th (1 session) 
Time & Venue:  10am - 4pm, Telopea Mountain Permaculture, 134 Invermay Road, Monbulk 
Course Fee:    $104.50 (inc GST)  

Information Technology 
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SPECIAL FOUR-PAGE LIFTOUT – FIRE PREPAREDNESS KIT
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   What you can do now. 

 
  Check these off 
 
  Write an emergency plan and practice 

it regularly 
 
  If you have animals, make sure they 

are part of your emergency plan and 
consider where you will relocate them 

 
  Make copies of important documents 

such as passports, insurance papers 
and medical scripts  

 
  Get insurance and review what it 

covers 
 
  Pack an emergency kit and keep it 

somewhere easily accessible 

Prepare Early 

Are you prepared? 

Images and text courtesy of: https://emergencyprepare.com.au/ 

        

What you can do now. 
 
  Check these off 
 
  Download the VicEmergency App on 

your smart phone and electronic 
devices 

 
  Save important contact numbers 

into your phone such as family and 
friends and the VicEmergency 
Hotline 1800 226 226 

 
  Check VicEmergency for 

information on current incidents 
 
  Know if it is a day of Total Fire Ban  
 
  Listen to emergency broadcasts 
 

Stay Informed 

Emergencies can happen at any time 
 

CSC - preparedness kit

Images and text courtesy of: https://emergencyprepare.com.au/ 

  

What you can do now. 
 
  Check these off 
 
  Build connections within your local 

community  
 
  Talk to your neighbours about your 

emergency plans and see if there 
are ways you can assist each other  

 
  Look for local volunteering 

opportunities or other community 
groups you can get involved in 

 
  Have an agreed meeting place 

where you will meet if separated 
 

Stay Connected 

Your family  Your safety  Your responsibility 
 

Images and text courtesy of: https://emergencyprepare.com.au/ 

 

Emergency 
Preparedness 
Booklet 

Emergencies can happen at any time. 
It is important that you are prepared.  
 
You can do this by:  
 

 Making an emergency plan 
 Packing an emergency kit 
 Downloading the VicEmergency App 
 Building connections within your 

community 
 

For more information: 
 

 www.cardinia.vic.gov.au 
 www.emergencyprepare.com.au 
 www.emergency.vic.gov.au 
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  Items that you can include: 
 

   

   
Emergency plan and 
important contacts 

Important documents 
and information 

Medication and  
first-aid kit 

   

   
Medical aids and 

equipment 
Items for children 

 
Items for pets 

   

   
Mobile phone  
and charger 

Miscellaneous  
Personal items 

Food and water 
 

   

   
Radio and torches 

 
Protective clothing and 

items 
Personal clothing and 

toiletries 
 

Evacuation Grab Kit - Checklist 

Images and text courtesy of: https://emergencyprepare.com.au/ 

 
 
Further information sources 

Mobile 
 

 

 
 

VicEmergency app 
ABC News app 
facebook – Vic Emergency   
Twitter @vicemergency                                                                

Radio 
 

 

 
 

ABC 774 AM  Local News  

Computer 
 

 

 
 

www.emergency.vic.gov.au 
 

Television 
 

 

 

ABC News 

 

 
 

Are you prepared for an emergency? 
 

For more information:  
www.cardinia.vic.gov.au 
 



Images and text courtesy of: https://emergencyprepare.com.au/ 

 
 

 
 

  Items that you can include: 
 

   

   
Emergency plan and 
important contacts 

Important documents 
and information 

Medication and  
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Call Police, Fire & Ambulance  
in a life threatening or time 
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and earthquake emergency. 
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emergency. 
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Literacy for Adults with a Disability   
Course Code ALFA    With Dianne Edwards  
 
This course is geared for those who will benefit from basic numeracy and literacy skills in a small friendly 
group environment. Using fun and interactive methods, students will  also increase their confidence and 
abilities to work in a group. 
 

Dates: Monday February 3rd - March 23rd (7 weeks) No class March 9th 
Time & Venue: 9:30am - 11:30am, ECH Hall 
Course Fee: $80  

Everyday Literacy through Cooking 
Course Code ALTC     With Sharyn Thomas  
 

Participants will learn literacy, numeracy and food handling skills through practical cooking demonstrations 
and preparing their own recipes, incorporating the 5 food groups. Ideal for those with special needs, 
participants will learn the fundamentals of food safety and handling including use and sanitising of 
equipment, preparation and storage of ingredients and  storage of food types including dairy, dry goods, 
fruit and vegetables, meat, seafood and poultry.  
 

Hygiene procedures, identifying and preventing high risks and handling of waste items will be covered to 
provide safe practices and increase work place skills. Participants will  also make up their own recipe 
book, using their literacy and numeracy skills while they learn how to prepare and cook  a meal to take 
home and share. 
 

Dates: Monday February 3rd - March 23rd (7 weeks) No class March 9th 
Time & Venue: 12:30pm - 2:30pm, ECH Hall & Kitchen 
 

Dates: Tuesday February 4th - March 24th (8 weeks) 
Time & Venue: 1pm - 3pm, ECH Hall & Kitchen 
Course Fee: $80 each term, including materials & amenities fees 
Materials: Special dietary needs - add $20 

Literacy & Numeracy 

Developing your Skills for the Workplace 
Course Code DYSW  With Sharyn Thomas  
 

Ideal for those with special needs, participants will learn a variety of natural and environmental crafts that 
interest them such  as making soaps, recycled paper and cards and how to present them for sale.  
Students will run their own market stall at the Emerald Market to sell their creative works and gain 
confidence within a community environment. The money raised goes back into the group and community 
by funding for activities for special needs groups.  We have two groups running. 
 

Dates:  Tuesday February 4th - March 24th (8 weeks) 
Time & Venue:  10am - 12pm, ECH Hall Kitchen 
Course Fee:  $80 (including materials and amenities fees) 

Workplace Skills  

Computers for Job Seekers (evening sessions) 
Course Code CJS  With Non Blair  
 

Upgrade your IT skills and seek employment. Learn how to search, find and land a job with your increased 
IT skills and polished CV.  
 

Dates:  Wednesday February 5th - March 25th (8 weeks)  
Time & Venue:  7-9pm, ECH  
Course Fee:  $70 
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Dandenong Ranges Repair Café 

Come along to the next session on February 16th from 9am-11am at the Emerald 
Community House during the monthly market. Meet others interested in sustainability 
projects. Volunteers helpers are encouraged to come along and join the team.  

www.dandenongrangesrepaircafe.community   facebook.com/dandenongrangesrepaircafe 

Workplace Skills 

Developing your Writing Skills 
Course Code DYWS With Maria Millers 

Would you like to develop your writing skills further, become an author, a literary critic or write moving 
editorials?  In this course, while exploring different literary works and sharing your creative writing, you will 
be introduced to a range of creative writing techniques that will help to develop your own personal writing 
skills. This is a supportive atmosphere headed by a skilled teacher with some students already published 
or going on to be successful authors. You can too, starting with this course. 

Dates:  Friday February 7th  - March 27th (8 weeks) 
Time & Venue: 12:30pm - 3pm, ECH Meeting Room 
Course Fee: $50 (including material & amenities fees) 

Arts & Culture 

Hospitality Work Ready Training - includes RSA* (Course Code HT) 

The Hospitality Work Ready Training is an accredited Work Skills program conducted over 
one day. It is aimed at providing participants the skills to be Work Ready to gain employment 
in the hospitality industry. Learn the fundamental skills to build your knowledge of the industry. Experience 
an insight into the professional operation of a commercial kitchen. Develop skills required to work in the 
ever expanding hospitality sector. 
Skills covered in practical training & upon completion of workbook participants will achieve; 
SITXFSA001  Use hygienic practices for food safety 
SITHFAB002 Responsible Service of Alcohol (RSA) 

Bookings: Please register your interest 5968 3881 
Time & Venue: Saturday 9am - 4pm, ECH Hall 
Administration Fee:  $75 

* Please note: Individuals cannot be enrolled if they are currently studying as secondary students due to extra conditions for
eligibility of participants for the Hospitality Training course. Please discuss any queries with the ECH Coordinator to confirm.
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Workplace Skills 

Responsible Service of Alcohol (Course Code RSA) 

When you successfully complete the Victorian RSA course with us you will be issued a 
Victorian VCGLR certificate. Completing an approved Responsible Service of Alcohol (RSA) 
program gives participants the skills and knowledge to contribute to a safe and enjoyable environment in 
licensed premises. Face-to-face RSA training is mandatory for licensees and staff selling, offering or 
serving liquor for general, on-premises, late night and packaged liquor licences. 
Skills covered in practical training & upon completion of workbook participants will achieve; 
FITHFB002 Responsible Service of Alcohol (RSA) 

Venue: ECH Hall 
Administration Fee:  $80 

Food Safety (Course Code FS) 

Learn about correct storage temperatures, dealing with 'danger' foods, personal hygiene, 
cleaning food preparation areas and pest control. The skills and knowledge will help to ensure 
you meet your legal obligations under the Food Safety Standards and serve food that is free of hygiene 
hazards and safe for your customers to consume. 
Skills covered in practical training & upon completion of workbook participants will achieve; 
SITXFSA001 Use hygienic practices for food safety 

Venue: ECH Hall 
Administration Fee:  $80 
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Out-of-School Hours (OOSH) care 
 
Emerald Community House is a registered licensed childcare provider operating an OOSH program for 
each weekday and supervises travel between Emerald Primary School to ECH. The program is self-
funded by ECH as a community enterprise. 
 

A substantial and nutritious breakfast and afternoon tea is provided within the cost of the program. Fun 
activities include arts & crafts, books, board games, outdoor activities, games and lots more. Laptop 
computers and internet access are also available to use for homework. 
 

Morning Session   
6:30am - 9am   
$20 per child 
 
Afternoon Session  
3:30pm - 6:30pm 
$22 per child 

Children’s Programs 

 
Occasional Childcare 
Emerald Community House is a registered licensed childcare provider operating an affordable community 
based program. Occasional childcare is available on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday & Friday.  
 

Sessions for 6mths - 5 year olds (Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday & Friday)    
9:30am - 2:30pm  $55 per child 
 
Childcare Casual rate:  $15 per hour, per child (minimum 2hrs) 

Our play & learning program offers lots of fun, love and social activities. Special experiences are provided 
each day, taking into account the children’s natural interests, and designed to promote their social, 
physical, intellectual, language and emotional development. 
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Enquiries & information:
www.emeraldcommunityhouse.org.au
Contact Emerald Community House: 
Phone:  5968 3881    Email:   emhouse@iinet.net.au

Where:
Emerald Community House 
356-358 Belgrave-Gembrook Rd,  
Emerald

When:
Weekdays 9:30am-2:30pm

Fees: 
Per child, per session 

Tracey Shuttleworth 
Children’s Services Director 

•	Accepting	children	from		
6	months	-	5yrs	old•	Government	Childcare		
subsidy	now	available		•	Spanish	sessions	on		Tuesday	and	Thursday	

Emerald	Community	House	

Childcare	Enrolment
Information

Special	
Update
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Digital Drop-in

Tuesdays 2:00 - 3:00pm and Wednesdays 6:00 – 7:00pm 

Need help with your smart phone, camera or other device? Drop 
in to Emerald Library to get some help with the basics.  

Emerald Writing and Critique Group  

Every second Wednesday 6:00 – 7:30pm 

Are you writing a novel or short story? Do you want a sup-
portive community group to workshop content and ideas, 
share stories and motivate each other?  

Come along - No bookings required, all genres welcome. 

Emerald Library Public Book Group  

Second Monday of the month 10:30 - 11:30am  

Looking to expand your reading and meet other book lov-
ers? Join us at our book group! Each month members catch 
up to discuss a different title provided by the library.   We 
laugh, share stories and swap recommendations. 

Emerald Library Bookchat 

First Wednesday of the month 10:30 – 11:30am 

An informal get together to discuss the books we have read 
and enjoyed. Library Staff will share their favourite authors 
too! Refreshments provided. 

Emerald Community Handcrafting Skill Swap   

1st Saturday of the month 11:00am - 12:30pm  

Discover the wonder of cross generational skill sharing at our 
community handcrafting skill swap.  Bring your child, grand-
child or just yourself and your own textile project.  Share tra-
ditional handcrafting skill including sewing, embroidering, 
knitting and crochet in an inspiring and creative space. No 
need to book, drop in anytime and learn something new! 

Light refreshments provided. Please note that the mini-
mum age for participants is 7 years.   

Introduction to Silicone Moulding

Saturday February 1st, 12:30 – 2pm

Watch artist, Tentacle Spine, demonstrate pouring silicon 
moulds for resin jewellery. Learn about the materials you 
will need and how to handle them safely. Q&A will follow.   

Pete the Permie

Tuesday February 4th, 6:30 – 7:30pm

Join Peter Allen aka 'Pete the Permie' from Telopea 
Mountain Permaculture and Nursery to find out how and 
why summer pruning of fruit trees is going to save you work.

Roving Refills

Saturday February 15th, 10:00am – 1:00pm

Roving Refills is coming to Emerald.  Bring your own con-
tainer to fill up on enviro-friendly, plant based detergents 
and other natural cleaning and soap supplies. 

Charges per litre or kg apply. www.rovingrefills.com.au

Penny Woodward

Saturday February 22nd, 10:30am – 12:00pm

Penny Woodward has written nine published books and is 
the Horticultural Editor of Organic Gardener magazine. Join 
Penny at Emerald Library to learn about cultivating, har-
vesting and using herbs for cooking, medicine and pleasure.

Baby rhyme time 

Wednesdays 2:00 – 2:30pm 

Join other new mums, dads and carers to learn about the 
importance of singing and reading to your baby. Discover 
songs and rhymes that babies love and learn about books 
your baby will enjoy. Best for ages 0 – 12 months. 

Pre-school storytime 

Thursdays 11:15am – 12:00pm 

Storytime introduces children to a wide range of books and 
songs,  stimulates new ideas and interests  to encourage 
and develop language skills. Pre-schoolers aged 3 -5 years. 

Tinies time 

Fridays 11:15 – 11:45am 

Babies and toddlers love books with textures and colour and 
being moved to the rhythm of stories, songs or rhymes. They 
love being close to you and to other babies.  Come and 
dance sing, rhyme and play at the library! Best for babies 
and toddlers up to age 3.  

Daytime Discovery

1st Wednesday of the month

The program is suitable for home schooled and distance 
education students aged 6-12. However all are welcome to 
come along. Library membership required.

Harry Potter Book Night

Thursday February 6th, 6:00pm – 7:30pm

We are very excited to announce that the Triwizard 
Tournament is here for Harry Potter Book Night 2020! In 
Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire, Harry and three other 
champions must face challenges that will test them in dif-
ferent ways – their magical prowess, their daring and their 
powers of deduction. Are you brave enough to put your 
name into the Goble of Fire? Wizards, witches and Muggles 
all welcome! What better way to pass the magic on to 
young readers who haven’t yet discovered these unforget-
table books. A night of Harry Potter trivia, magical games, 
dress–ups and prizes! Ages 8+

SUE WALTERS 
Emerald Library Team Leader

ARTS & CULTURE

EMERALD LIBRARY
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COMMENTARY

Universities have been around for over 1000 years. Asia 
and Africa are said to have established the first universi-
ties in the world. The University of Al Quaraouiyine was 
founded in 859 AD in Fez, Morocco by Fatima al-Fihri - a 
woman no less! The first European university was founded 
in 1088 in Bologna, Italy and of course well known universi-
ties such as Oxford and Cambridge in the UK have been 
examining, exploring, debating and teaching since 1096AD 
and 1209AD respectively. 

Celebrated educator Sir Ken Robinson says in his 2006 TED 
talk ‘Do Schools Kill Creativity’ that our current education 
system’s ultimate goal is to produce university professors. 
Professors are supposedly the most learned individuals in 
the land or at least in their chosen fields. The main purpose 
of university professors is to conduct research and dissemi-
nate their findings to their colleagues, students and the 
broader community. 

For example in the wake of the recent volcanic eruption in 
New Zealand, media outlets consulted, Emeritus Professor 
Ray Cas from Monash University for his expert opinion. It is 
an accepted fact that he is an authority on volcanos hav-
ing spent his life studying them. We go to Professor Cas 
for the same reason we go to the doctor, to obtain their 
expert opinion and advice - just as we go to the lawyer for 
expert legal advice and to a real estate agent to help us 
navigate the housing market. It all seems fairly sensible to 
me. Indeed as a collective we are stronger because we spe-
cialise. Ask your psychologist or your naturopath to fix your 
leaking tap and they are about as likely to do a good job of 
it as you are. That’s why you seek out a plumber. A plumber 
has spent years learning and practising their trade and as 
such we expect them to know what they’re doing.

Now I say all this because there seems to be an element 
in our society who do not recognise these experts. Or per-
haps don’t trust them. I recently had a conversation with 
a person who suggested that everybody who gets paid is 
essentially corrupt. To some extent this may be true, our 
employers expect us to achieve certain outcomes and 
sometimes they want us to bend the truth a little and in 
some industries glossing over the truth is the job. But the 
suggestion that absolutely everyone is on the take seems 
a little farfetched. 

It is certainly true that money and power can corrupt. But 
surely we have a certain amount of choice in the matter 
and most of us prefer to lie straight in bed at night. My first 
assumption is that most people are basically honest but 
then there also appears to be a fair bit of corruption espe-
cially where there is a lot of power and money. But on the 
whole most people operate within a personal moral code 
that enables society to function. 

Of course it’s important to acknowledge that some people 
have less choice than others and may therefore feel obliged 
to ‘turn a blind eye’ in order to keep putting food on the table 
but to be honest these aren’t the people you need to watch 
out for. For the most part it is we ourselves who decide what is 
acceptable to us and what is not. Occasionally what we wit-
ness or are requested to do for the sake of a wage may be so 
egregious that we are compelled to blow the whistle. 

Human beings are a social species who rely on coopera-
tion to survive and thrive and an important part of building 
bonds with others is honesty. In fact many of our systems, 
like the education system, go to great lengths to protect 
against dishonesty. Humans value honesty because with-
out it they cannot assess danger or benefit adequately. 

Historically, professional  integrity  has been the corner-
stone not just of scientists but journalists as well. The pub-
lic rely on their news providers operating within a code of 
ethics centred on public trust, truthfulness, fairness, integ-
rity, independence, and accountability. Without this trust, 
news is next to useless other than as a propaganda tool. 
Without integrity and truthfulness in the media democracy 
fails. Your local council can put any number of things on 
its website but are they true or is it marketing spin? If we 
can’t trust the news or each other how can we formulate 
our opinions with any confidence? 

Recently I have encountered people who are still in denial 
about climate change despite the enormous mountain of evi-
dence that now clearly shows we are in a climate emergency. 
It occurred to me that these people are willing to formulate 
an opinion based on the opinions of non-experts. When chal-
lenged, they express distrust in scientists and their motives. It 
made me wonder whether they would ask their Uber driver 
for medical advice or their hairdresser how to treat a tooth-
ache? Or is it just climate scientists they don’t trust? And why 
were they convinced that my news sources were corrupt while 
theirs were not? It saddens me that they seem to live in a 
world filled with evil scientists - although my world is currently 
filled with evil politicians which hardly seems better. 

So for those who are still in denial about whether climate 

LISTENING TO  
THE EXPERTS
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Love, Peace, Harmony, Calligraphy Meditation

Friday February 7th, 10:30am – 12:00pm

Join Bev at the Belgrave library and learn how to meditate 
through a unique style of meditative movement with the 
Tao Calligraphies. This love, peace, harmony meditation is 
intended to create a relaxing, healing and nourishing field 
to bring greater health, happiness and success to life.

Sustainable Living: Pop Up Day

Wednesday February 19th, 10am

Welcome to the launch of our ‘Sustainable Living Series’. 
Come along to our Pop Up Day and enjoy

Celebrity Chooks with the Chookman at 10:00am

Farmyard Storytime with Chris at 10.30am

Sew, Repair and Re-Purpose demonstrations with Linda 
from 11:00am to 3:00pm

Fighting Fire With Our Forks - Understanding the Impact of 
our Food Choices with Corrine at 1:00pm

Plus a plant, seed and produce swap and much more.

Spirit Dolls with Joy Serwylo

Thursday February 20th, 11:00am

We welcome back the lovely and talented local artist Joy 
Serwylo. This time Joy will teach us how to make spirit dolls. 

A spirit doll can be an amulet or a talisman for protection 
or to attract positive energy. Making your own spirit doll is 
so much fun and wildly creative! Magical, sweet, intuitive 
and inspiring.

Mindfulness Meditation

Saturday February 29th, 11:00am

Experience some of the techniques used in mindfulness 
practice and discover how it could benefit you. A modern 
approach to ancient teachings - “Mindfulness is the aware-
ness that arises from paying attention in a particular way, 
on purpose, moment-by-moment, and non-judgmental-
ly.” - Jon Kabat-Zinn. You don’t have to be a slave to the 
thoughts, feelings, and emotions in and around you. Learn 
how to respond to life with wise attention and compassion.

JASMINE MOLDERS

Belgrave Library

BELGRAVE LIBRARY 
ARTS & CULTURE

change is real, I say have a look at who you are listening to 
and what their motives might be before blindly trusting their 
opinions. Radio shock jocks for example are paid to shock 
you. They are paid to put forward contrary ideas that get 
people hot under the collar. And some are paid to deliberate-
ly spread misinformation that benefits their major sponsors.

I have learned over the years to check the veracity of the 
claims I come across using independent fact checking web-
sites such as Snopes. This places the burden of responsibil-
ity on me to verify what I am reading before I share it with 
others as I definitely do not want to be adding to the sea 
of misinformation and fake news that is currently swamping 
the internet. 

So it really is up to us to use our critical faculties to deter-
mine who we should trust and what information to base 
our views on. For unbiased, factual, non-sensationalized 
and relevant news in Australia I find the ABC, SBS, the Age, 
the Guardian and the Conversation to be reliable.

So, if the fire brigade is on the porch yelling at you to get 
out because your house is on fire, will you stop to check if 
your astrologer agrees or will you take their word for it and 
do as they suggest?

When all else fails we should trust the experts because 
that is what we pay them for. Politicians are not climate 
scientists, nor are climate scientists politicians, although 
perhaps they should be? So, I will not take my advice about 
the state of the planet’s health from my local MP but rather 

from ecologists and other earth science specialists. And I 
expect my local MP to do the same. If politicians are not 
listening to the experts then they are not actually doing 
their job which is to care for the people and plan for the 
future! We should consider governmental lack of action as 
criminal neglect.

Right now the experts are unequivocally saying that our 
house is on fire and that we need to take urgent action 
to transition our economy and society away from harm-
ful fossil fuels and unrestrained deforestation towards re-
newable energy and sensible and informed environmental 
management. 

MEREDITH COLE

Photo: Kazi Faiz Ahmed Jeem on Unsplash
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Cate Tregellas was in Mallacoota as the bushfires descend-
ed upon the town – burning 100 houses and forcing holi-
daymakers to evacuate via navy ships. But while we’ve seen 
the haunting images of people crowded onto the foreshore 
of the Victorian coastal town to escape the flames, we’re 
far less aware of the day-to-day reality when you’re caught 
up in a bushfire emergency. Here, Cate writes about the 13 
things no one tells you about being in a bushfire.

1. Black snot

Every night for the past week, my last task before I blow out 
the candle and hit the pillow is to remove hard dry particles 
of the blackest of black snot from my nose so I can breathe 
freely overnight. Despite wearing the latest Mallacootian 
fashion accessory of a face mask all day, the stealthy little 
bastards of ash and dirt manage to inveigle their way past 
all barriers to lodge uninvited and unwanted in my nasal 
cavities. I never dreamt that in my fifth decade that I would 
(willingly) be picking my nose. Just don’t tell my Mum.

2. Black is the new black

Black clothing is the choice of anyone who has to tackle 
the dispiriting, back-breaking task of cleaning up what is 
left of their home/shed/business/vehicle/paddock. There 
is no point wearing anything else, as it will be thoroughly 

black within a few minutes anyway. The antidote to this (for 
me anyway) is once I have had enough of sifting through 
superfine debris for the day, I change into the brightest, 
lightest coloured clothing, drag a brush through my stiff, 
ash encrusted hair, slap on some lippy and go into town 
to deliver more donated goods to the Community Refuge 
Evacuation Centre. I feel better, if even for a short while.

3. RSA or rapid skill acquisition

I have developed new skills that I never, ever thought I 
would have…such as breaking into houses. Despite hav-
ing the absent owners’ permission to raid their pantries, 
closets, cupboards for anything they want to donate for 
the comfort of others they have never met, I feel that I will 
be sprung at any moment. I can see the headlines now: 
“School Council President and Copper’s Wife Arrested for 
Looting Fire Ravaged Homes”. In my defence, I have been 
emptying out the putrefying remains of each fridge and 
freezer as I go.

4. There are no alone moments

I can’t even go to the toilet alone – two of our dogs follow my 
every move from the moment I wake to the moment they 
can flop exhausted into our bed at night. We normally don’t 
allow any creatures (apart from our children) in the bed with 
us, but if it means they and we get some sleep, why not?

5. Don’t take goldfish on an overnight evacuation

When you pack four kids, three dogs, two cats, five guinea 
pigs, one rabbit and four goldfish into a car at a moment’s 
notice and high tail it down to the Main Wharf to spend the 
night with 4000 of your new best friends, don’t be surprised 
when everyone doesn’t survive. We scooped up our goldfish 
at the last minute (despite protestations that they would be 
more comfortable at home in their big cool spacious tank), 
but by early the next morning, they were all floaters. Whether 
it was the ash that mysteriously found its way into their con-
tainer through closed car windows, or the fact that their wa-
ter was suspiciously warmer than when we left home, they 
were gone. Yeah, you say, they were only fish – but we had 
one each and they all had names and we loved them.

Lesson learnt.

6. I long for blue

In the past seven days, the sky has been every other colour, 
every conceivable shade but blue. Even when the smoke 
has cleared a little and there’s some soft gentle rain, there 

BUSHFIRE

13 LESSONS LEARNED

??
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is no blue. We haven’t seen the sun since it all began, and 
I wonder how all the plants, the bush are coping without 
sunlight. The veggie garden that I was feeding my family 
from is toast, and my orchard is gone.

7. Fine smoked cuisine

We have learnt to enjoy the taste of everything smoked. For 
instance, this morning, breakfast was Smoked Water, fol-
lowed by a bowl of Smoked Porridge made with Powdered 
du Lait, washed down with a fine brewed Smoked Coffee. 
For dessert tonight, we are contemplating Roast Peaches 
with Cream of Ash or perhaps Char Grilled Pears with a 
drizzle of Ant Encrusted Honey.

8. Constant unconscious worry

Then you realise that it’s been a week and despite messag-
es sent to them, you haven’t heard from your friend in the 
little settlement off the highway. You know that their gen-
eral store has burnt down and then someone tells you the 
general store is still standing but it is your friend’s 100 year 
old home that is now a pile of ash. The panic, the dread, the 
fear for them starts all over again.

9. Fear... not

Even during the worst of it, when the fiery apocalypse was 
raining down on us and our homes and all the familiar plac-
es we know and love and spend most of our summer at - I 
was not scared. I am still vaguely curious as to why but the 
main emotion was impatience. I was bored of waiting for 
the inevitable and just wanted it all to be over. I can no long-
er answer well-meaning messages that tell me that I must 
be relieved that the worst of it is over. No way, sunshine, 
the worst for this community, for the whole of the black-
ened eastern seaboard, for the psyche of our fair country, 
is unfurling itself now, like some charred parasitic monster. 
It's spreading its evil tendrils into the hearts of people who 
think it is okay to rummage through the smoky detritus of 
a friend’s home to take whatever might be worth flogging. 
Whatever it was worth to you, I want to tell them, you have 
just stolen their childhood memories, their last vestige of 
hope that they may rebuild, or, worst of all, the only way 
they can possibly make a living in the grim months ahead.

10. The supreme importance of the seven Ps

Prior Preparation and Planning Prevents Piss Poor 
Performance (and Panic).

One of the upsides of being married to a retired policeman 
(who still carries bullet fragments in his head), is that he is 
the epitome of calm no matter what is happening. Like a 
centrifugal force, he draws us in for hugs, jokes, and ten-
der moments as we swirl around him, getting instructions, 
tasks, reassurance. With three children aged 16, 15 and 12, 
we had made the decision a long time ago that our long, 
linear, north facing house was not to be defended, being 
right on the edge of town next to the squillions of drought 
affected bush that is Croajingalong National Park. So when 
the call came to evacuate internally (trust me, it’s not what 
you think!...but it’s just as unpleasant), the camper trailer 
was already restocked and hitched up to my car, the tan-
dem trailer with precious photos, paperwork and supplies 
to his. I felt no emotion as we left, instead a flood of hot, 
burning impatience that it would hurry up and happen so 

we could start dealing with the inevitable.

11. Reverse panic attack

Three days after we evacuated and we were home again, 
sleeping in our beds and back in the routine of feeding ani-
mals and trying to have as normal a life as possible apres-
flames, I found out the true story of why our singed house 
didn’t keep burning. I was standing in the main street talking 
to one of my youngest daughter’s friends who lost every-
thing when her house went up in flames and was destroyed 
in less than 20 minutes. I was lamenting the fact that it 
wasn’t quite the summer holidays that we all expected when 
she said, “At least I get out of cleaning up my room!”

We stared at each other in shock, in delight, in the sheer 
wickedness of voicing something we truly felt, then doubled 
over in helpless hysterical laughter. Wiping our eyes, I felt an 
arm slung around my shoulders by the tiny, wiry 70-year-
old woman who used to be the town’s post mistress. She 
told me how a neighbour patrolling the next street saw 
smoke billowing from our back veranda and yelled at her to 
get over there. She and the former occupant of our house 
doused two fires that had taken hold either side of our back 
door and were up in the roof. I go from laughing to gasping 
for air in an instant. My heart feels like it is going to explode, 
I can’t breathe, I can’t stand, my mind is a black hole and 
yet I am reaching my hand out to the young girl, our eyes 
still locked, and telling her I’m okay, and she will be okay. We 
both know that is a lie.

12. I used to love telling people that I lived in a 'World 
Biosphere Reserve'.

The town’s slogan was ‘Victoria’s Best Kept Secret’. Ha-bloody ha.

13. Life does go on

Our chooks keep laying, we wake once more to birdsong. 
There are even small joys when a blackened rosebush 
thrusts a bloom of the purest soft pink skyward. Getting 
out of bed each morning to face the million and one jobs/
messages/calls for help is getting harder but I know that I 
can’t lie there and let it beat me. So I push my sore, tired, 
aching body upright, drag on the not-as-dirty clothes and 
find my husband, already up and outside. We silently em-
brace each other and go on with our day.

CATE TREGELLAS 
Mallacoota  
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The following is from the Australian Government Fair Work 
Ombudsman website www.fairwork.gov.au

Overview 

Australians can experience a range of natural disasters, such 
as floods, bushfires, tropical cyclones, severe storms and even 
earthquakes. These events can cause devastation to commu-
nities and financial hardship for individuals and businesses. An 
employee may have entitlements under their award or agree-
ment that are relevant when they’re unable to attend work 
due to an emergency or natural disaster. If no such entitle-
ment exists, this fact sheet will outline the options available to 
employers and employees depending on their circumstances. 
There may also be state-based advice and assistance availa-
ble to affected employers and employees. Furthermore, state 
workplace health and safety laws provide for a general duty of 
care towards employees that should be considered. 

What if an employer has to temporarily close? 

Employers will have to determine employee entitlements if 
they have to temporarily close as a result of a natural dis-
aster or emergency. This may include offering the choice of 
taking accrued paid leave or, in some cases, standing down 
employees. The Fair Work Act 2009 (FW Act) allows em-
ployers to stand down employees in certain circumstances 
when the employee cannot be usefully employed. This in-
cludes where the employer cannot be reasonably held re-
sponsible for a stoppage of work. This may include work 
stoppages caused by natural disasters, such as bushfires or 
floods. An employer is not required to make payments to an 
employee for the period of a stand down but may choose 
to pay their employees if they wish. Under the FW Act em-
ployee stand down provisions do not apply during a period 

when an employee is already authorised to be absent from 
work (including taking paid or unpaid leave). It may be ap-
propriate to seek guidance on these matters if you are un-
sure. If an employer does stand down employees under the 
FW Act provisions, it’s best practice to tell those employ-
ees in writing (where possible), including the start date of 
the stand down, whether the employees will or will not be 
paid and the effect on other employment entitlements. An 
employer should also try to update employees about when 
they believe the stand down will end. 

Employees who have been stood down without pay should 
contact Centrelink on 13 28 50 to discuss other available 
options for assistance. 

What are the alternatives to standing down employees? 

Before an employer stands down employees without pay 
there are other options that they may wish to consider. These 
may include: inviting employees to take a period of accrued 
paid leave (for example, annual leave) requiring employees 
to take annual leave if their award or agreement allows it, or 
if the employee is award or agreement free (and the require-
ment is reasonable) if there are multiple worksites and not all 
sites are affected, consider voluntary work sharing arrange-
ments (for example, employees at non-affected sites may 
offer to take paid leave while their position is temporarily 
filled by someone from an affected site) where appropriate 
or consider flexible arrangements, like working from home. 

Any arrangements to alter an employee’s working patterns 
would need to be made in accordance with the FW Act and 
any relevant award or agreement. 

Are employees able to take leave to take care of them-
selves or their family? 

Natural disasters often result in employees requiring time 
off to care for themselves or their family. Employers should 
keep in mind the health and wellbeing of their staff when 
granting access to leave entitlements. 

Personal/carer’s leave 

Employees (other than casual employees) affected by a nat-
ural disaster or emergency may have an entitlement to take 
paid personal/carer’s leave. An employee can take accrued 
paid personal/carer’s leave if they are unfit for work due to 
an illness or injury or if they need to provide care or support 
to an immediate family or household member due to illness, 
injury or in the event of an unexpected emergency. For exam-
ple, if an employee is injured during a flood or bushfire they 
may be entitled to personal leave. An employee may also be 
eligible for personal/carer’s leave to care for their child if their 
child’s school closed due to a natural disaster or emergency. 
Employees who have used all of their paid personal/carer’s 
leave entitlement, and casual employees, are entitled to two 
days unpaid carer’s leave per occasion to provide care or sup-
port to an immediate family or household member due to 
illness, injury or in the event of an unexpected emergency. 

Compassionate leave 

All employees are entitled to two days of compassion-
ate leave per occasion to spend time with a member of 
their immediate family or household who has sustained a 

EMPLOYMENT ENTITLEMENTS 
DURING DISASTERS & EMERGENCIES

EMPLOYMENT

VIRGINIA
LAWRENCE
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A MUST HAVE 
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ENVIRONMENTlife-threatening illness or injury. Compassionate leave may 
also be taken after the death of a member of the employ-
ee’s immediate family or household. Employees (other than 
casual employees) are entitled to be paid for periods of 
compassionate leave. 

Notice and evidence requirements 

The National Employment Standards (NES) require an em-
ployee to notify their employer when they take personal/ car-
er’s leave or compassionate leave. The employer, after being 
notified, may require the employee to provide evidence to 
support the leave period. For example, an employer may ask 
the employee to provide a medical certificate. 

Information for those who want to assist with disaster-
relief activities 

Employees may be requested to volunteer to assist the 
community with disaster relief activities through recognised 
emergency management bodies like the State Emergency 
Service. Employers and employees should be aware of what 
entitlements apply to those employees who wish to volun-
teer in these activities. 

Community service leave 

The NES entitles employees who are members of a recog-
nised emergency management body to take unpaid com-
munity service leave for certain emergency management 
activities such as dealing with a natural disaster. 

For more information contact Fair Work Infoline on 13 13 94 
or go to www.fairwork.gov.au

A universal concern that we all share but don't talk about 
is wanting a safe climate for us and our children. Recent 
events suggest that an important conversation in every 
community world wide should be "How do we restore a safe 
climate so that in the future there are less extreme weather 
events and those that do occur are less severe?"

The short answer is we restore a safe climate by implement-
ing a broad spectrum of reforms to drawdown atmospheric 
carbon to slow down and reverse global warming. Many in-
novations have been identified which collectively could help 
cool the planet and provide other benefits such as less air 
and water pollution, clean food and lots of green jobs.

Being on the front line of extreme weather events 
Dandenong Ranges residents should as a priority, meet to 
discuss that interest which most unites us which unequovi-
cally is the need to restore a safe climate. In Emerald, this 
will happen on Sunday March 22nd at 1pm at Emerald 
Community House hall opposite Mitre 10.

PETER COOK

IT'S YOUR

BIRTHDAY,

BRO!

Get ready to party because

Drinks are on me, but dinner's on
you! Love always, Your sister Katie

Are you a carer seeking day respite for
a loved one? 
 
This can be a challenging time,
knowing where to start and what to
expect. 
 
Fernlea welcomes families to come
along for a morning tea any day of the
week (Tue – Fri), where you can meet
our staff, guests and volunteers, and
experience why Fernlea's care is so
special.
 
 

Call us to make a time.
5968 6639
www.fernlea.com.au
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MEMOIR

I went jolting along Old Emerald Road in the 1960’s, swift 
glances showing me fields of flowers and strawberries and 
treed blocks, one heaped with logs. A comfortable home 
hiding in ample gardens faced me at the T-intersection, yet 
I turned left past seventy acres of remaining ‘Bald Hills’ - 
cleared pasture with only pigsties and a tumbledown cottage.

Opposite the Wards Road Reserve the estate agent rested 
on a folding chair beside his parked car, his plastered leg 
propped upon a box. He had little to say but apologies. I set 
off alone to penetrate this ten-acres of natural bushland. 
Childhood dreams beginning to crystallise.

Gum trees thickened down the slope to tall gums by a 
flowing creek. Descending with some difficulty, I recog-
nised three distinctly different botanic environments. The 
top was a broad wedge of gently sloping shrubby heath-
land scattered with low overhanging gums, where I began 
to discover a plethora of unknown wildflowers that would 
change my future. 

As the slope steepened, only a wallaby track helped me 
through a high, impenetrable tangle of Scrambling Coral-
fern, beneath a dense regrowth of tall peppermint gums. 
The narrow, twisting track was barely negotiable towards 
a narrow creek flat. Here I found a splendid variety of ferns 
sheltered by giant manna gums, sole survivors of the clear-
ing of the gold rush days. A century’s regrowth on the Bald 
Hills was as undisturbed as the reserve opposite. 

The sale was clinched. This was much more than a legacy 
invested for the future. It quickly became our weekender 
with a shed for bunks and a tank for water. My daughter 
wasted no time getting to know the horses at the riding 
centre and my son raced down the road to talk to the pigs, 
while I talked to the trees.

Along Old Emerald Road new echoes resounded as the 
footsteps of that first baby of the settlement approached 
down Old Emerald Road. Aldy Coulson brought my first 
encounter with Monbulk’s history and its pioneers. But the 
early settlers had long left the poor soil of the Bald Hills.

The house and pasture mentioned earlier now belonged 
to Monbulk business men. A Dutch family, post-war immi-
grants, with younger children now dwelt at the intersection. 
My daughter was to babysit one of the children who is now 
famous for his chain-saw sculptures. Later neighbours were 
a pair of famous film stars. When I heard my first dingo 
howling it turned out to be on the next block but one. Its 
owner had written a book about her passion for dingoes. 

ALONG OLD EMERALD ROAD

I often wonder, is it this wonderful environment that nur-
tures such creativity? 

However, while one adjoining block was vacant the other 
had a caravan containing a sad, silent hermit. The number 
tattooed on his wrist telling me all I knew of his life’s tragedy. 
We never spoke nor did I ever hear a sound from him.

It was the land itself that enthralled me. Nights were a si-
lence I had never heard, the blackest darkness I had ever 
known. Through its density I gazed upon galaxies I had 
never fully seen, crowding the sky in the absence of com-
peting streetlights. Noises of the night reached from vast 
distances to sound like they were just next door.

By day, however, the trees were all a-twitter with a mul-
titude of birds, the squawks of black cockatoos and later 
ducks on a small dam. As the strawberries ripened along 
Old Emerald Road my son and I earned some pocket mon-
ey picking them. I spent mine on my first bird book and be-
gan to learn their names.

My son was in high school and sometimes brought a mate 
with us to the block. One was fascinated by snakes and 
brought back a red-bellied black he’d found! This was very 
alarming as my son had no idea how to handle them but 
was fascinated and keen to outdo his friend. It was many 
years before I saw another which was rescued from my 
shade house for the Reptile Park.

But it was the first experience of October wildflowers that 
deeply affected my life. From the beginning the plants fas-
cinated me. The scattered trees of the top section of our 
block allowed plenty of sunlight between thick patches of 
flowering shrubs - wattle and ti-tree, two hakeas, grevillea, 
banksia, paperbark, casuarina and she-oak. Forever after 

Salmon Sun Orchids

DISCOVERING THE BALD HILLS

297 Belgrave-Gembrook Road, Emerald

Automotive service & repairs
4WD –CARS –PETROL –DIESEL 5968 6031
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I was discovering newly emerged little beauties including 
milkmaids, patersonia, wattle mat-rush, sundew, heath, a 
variety of orchids, greenhoods, helmet orchid, sun orchid - 
and on we go, ever discovering something new. My block 
was an extension of the nature reserve.

Sadly, I later found myself alone, as many do these days, 
but not for long as I soon became Mummy to a tiny grand-
son. Then health problems necessitated early retirement. 
Ownership of a block of land, I found, made a woman eligi-
ble for a bank loan. I was no longer a distant onlooker lifting 
up longing eyes to the unknown hills. I felt that Monbulk was 
my true home and was eventually able to build on our block. 

On my first visit to inspect the necessary clearing, my shed 
had disappeared! Did anybody happen to see a shed trav-
elling along Old Emerald Road in 1983?

By this time I was one of six members of the Australian Plant 
Study Group which published five books on native plants in 
the ‘Grow What’ series. This in turn got me involved in book 
illustration and eventually oil painting. Other members 
travelled Old Emerald Road to help with my new garden 
and for research purposes. I started a local preservation so-
ciety and published newsletters.

The glow of holding in my hand the first book I helped to 
produce turned me then in the direction of serious writing. 
The environment itself had set me writing poetry. While 
Aldy Coulson’s tales of Old Emerald Road had been my 
inspiration in turning to historical research, I had already 
done some serious work on family history. 

Yet time goes by. I never felt isolated while surrounded by 
trees and birds but eventually common sense insisted there 
should be neighbours within earshot. It took me two years 
to brace myself to leave for the town. My delight was in 
finding a purchaser who would have nothing growing there 
that was not indigenous. I even had to retrieve foreign bun-
dles of flowering daffodils I had been given which had been 
thrown out on the gravel.

Trees still surround me, I still lift up mine eyes to the hills 
but now my help cometh from kind neighbours. Once I was 
heard calling, dogs immediately set to barking and a kind 
neighbour rushed to release me. I was unhurt, merely one 
old lady in the lavatory when the door handle broke. Down 
off Old Emerald Road I would surely have been there from 
Monday to Saturday.

I have no regrets.

DOROTHY WILLIAMS

Authorised by the Victorian Government, 1 Treasury Place, Melbourne

Plan. Act. Survive.  Go to emergency.vic.gov.au

A single ember can spread bushfires as far as 40km.
Burning embers from bushfires can travel up to 40km, starting new fires in seconds, destroying 
homes and making escape impossible. If the Fire Danger Rating is ever extreme or above, don’t  
hesitate. Leave early.
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I am not sure when I actually joined the Emerald Cubs but 
I was a member in 1951 and 1952. I can date this because 
I went off to school in Hobart in 1953 and didn't join the 
Scouts when I returned in 1954, my first year at Upwey High 
School. I could well have joined the cubs earlier than 1951. At 
the beginning of 1950 I was 8 years old - probably eligible.

There is an old Emerald State School photograph of Grade 
2 taken in 1949. My best friend, John Constable (who, 
when I was researching this article, I discovered had died 
in 1974, intimations of mortality - how did I get the extra 
40+ years?). He is wearing his cub toggle (woggle?) and I 
am not, so I can assume that I was not yet a cub. Perhaps 
I joined in 1950. (As for the cub records - see the last para-
graph below).

We used to meet in a separate building on the St Marks 
Church site. How often, I can't now remember. Neither can 
I remember who the Rikki Tikki Tavi was, nor the Mowgli 
(cub leaders take the name of a character from Rudyard 
Kipling’s the Jungle Book) but I recall they were both wom-
en. One of them may have been Esther Mitchell, my Grade 
3 teacher. Being a bright young lad I was the ‘teacher's pet’ 
and consequently not very popular. I was never a sixer or a 
second, a leader of the pack.

Apart from John Constable, my fellow cubs included Bob 
Baguley and Kevin Black. We competed for achievement 
badges. On one occasion we had to collect pre-positioned 
'flags' without being seen by the lookouts. This took place 
in the bush just below the Puffing Billy line near St Marks - 
now covered with houses!

On another occasion the pack performed on the stage at 
the Emerald Hall. It was a general entertainment of some 
sort for the enjoyment of the community. We demonstrat-
ed our DYB (do your best) and DOB (we'll do our best) calls 
and then sang the song 'Once a dog she stole a sausage' 
which went as follows:

Once a dog she stole a sausage                                                                          

'Cos she was underfed.

The cook he saw her do it

And now that dog is dead.

All her little puppies were very sad that night

They made a little tombstone

And on it they did write:

Once a dog she stole a sausage

'Cos she was underfed

The cook he saw her do it . . . .

And so on ad infinitum.

We got through about four verses before we were stopped!

The most memorable thing about being in the cubs was 
camping at Phillip Island. We went with the scouts who 
slept in tents whilst we youngsters had mattresses on the 
concrete floor in a large shed. Eric Constable (the Anglican 
vicar) was the Scoutmaster at that time. The screech-
ing of the koalas at night-time was deafening - there are 
fewer koalas today. We went to what is now the Penguin 
Parade, where we sat or knelt in the sand while a ranger 
shone a torch at the penguins about an arm's length away 
as they hurried to their burrows. It was so different from 
today where there are huge concrete stands, arc lighting 
and hundreds of tourists.

I remember some of the scouts who were there: Fred, Ron 
and Dick Wintle, the Maskell boys from Clematis and Bill 
Jeffery. We shared breakfasts with them but I don't think 
they took much notice of us otherwise.

Long after the scouts and cubs left the St Marks building 
and it sat more or less derelict I went in and found all the 
cub records abandoned in a drawer. I ticked off a couple 
more achievement badges against my name!

BILL PELL

MEMOIR

EMERALD CUBS IN 
THE EARLY 1950S
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The article ‘Burn Off Hazards’ by Kate Forster in the Emerald 
Messenger January edition is pertinent and timely as much of 
Eastern Australia is afflicted by a pall of biomass smoke from 
the terrible bushfires. This serious health hazard is at the mo-
ment unavoidable, but the article suggests if we are properly 
informed we can make choices for our own health. We have 
the ‘Environment Protection Authority’ at state level, and our 
Cardinia council recently declared a climate emergency.

I would like some guidance. Should I give up my much loved 
winter open fire? I don’t think this should be necessary as 
I have a large garden which includes numerous eucalypts 
which drop limbs and die occasionally and need removal, 
and many deciduous trees and shrubs which need regular 
pruning. The wood, down to kindling size, is stored to dry 
and used to heat my house. All the leaves twigs and detri-
tus too small to handle I use as mulch under the trees, to 
conserve moisture and reduce undergrowth and weeds. Yes, 
this is a fire hazard in summer, minor in my view, but is well 
away from my house. I do very little outside burning off. If I 
didn’t have my open fire place I would be burning outside to 
dispose of all this material. It’s far too much to dispose of in 
council green bins and hard waste collection and this mate-
rial is most useful as mulch and fuel for heat. I’m not alone 
with this dilemma – fire places and slow combustion wood 
heaters are common place in the hills, and in many cases 
the wood heaters burn day and night for five months of the 
year. Chainsaws reverberate through the hills and firewood 
merchants seem very busy selling local wood and red gum 
from far off.

Many years ago I bought a mulching machine. This was ex-
pensive, noisy, needed petrol to run, and had to be towed 
on a trailer all the way to Melbourne suburbia for sharpen-
ing, left there, and retrieved at a later date. It was not a 
viable proposition. I sold it.

As I contemplate, every day I see ‘Puffing Billy’ sending 
plumes of coal smoke into the air. Coming down the hill 
from Gembrook to Cockatoo recently I thought a bushfire 
had taken hold, until I saw the source of the smoke was 
moving along the railway line. And if you happen to be in 

the vicinity of the station when the stationary train does its 
burn off of dirty coal in order to have a good head of steam, 
the stench penetrates the lungs and eyes. Kate Forster says, 
"if you smell it, you are breathing it." Coal smoke particu-
lates are perhaps more dangerous than wood smoke. There 
are multiple trains running every day along the Puffing Billy 
line, a continuous daily fouling of the air we breathe, except 
when we have a reprieve on total fire ban days.

I agree with Kate Forster that we need more action from our 
Victorian and local governments. I would extend this to include 
federal government as the issue of air pollution and global 
warming is of national dimension. I am prepared to change my 
practices if these authorities can give me sound logical informa-
tion and guidance/regulation. I like choices for good health.

CAREY WILLIAMS

BREATHING SPACE
COMMENTARY
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EMERALD VILLAGE ASSOCIATION  
Tuesday February 25th, 7:30pm  
Emerald RSL 
www.emeraldvillagenews.com.au

COCKATOO WOMEN'S BUSINESS NETWORK 
Monday February 24th, 7:30pm 
42 McBride Street, Cockatoo 
Monthly meetings held on last Monday each month

EVENTS  GALLERIES  SPORT  CULTURE  CONCERTS  THEATRE

EASTERN DANDENONG RANGES ASN (EDRA) AGM  
Monday February 24th, 7-9pm 
AWBEC, 2 McBride St, Cockatoo 
Website - edra.org.au

GEMCO AGM 
Saturday February 15th, 1-4pm 
19 Kilvington Drive, Emerald 
www.gemcoplayers.com

PAVE FESTIVAL 
March 29th - April 5th  
Emerald Venues 
Over 60 events on offer. 
www.pave.org.au

BELGRAVE BIG DREAMS MARKET

First Sunday of every month (except Jan)
St Thomas More Primary School
Reynolds Lane, Belgrave 
Time: 9am - 2pm 
Info: www.belgravebigdreamsmarket.com

BELGRAVE SOUTH COMMUNITY MARKET

First Sunday of every month (except Sept)
Gilmore Court, Belgrave South 
Time: 10.30am - 3.30pm 
Info: market@bsch.org.au

COCKATOO COUNTRY MARKET

First Saturday of every month (except Jan)
Alma Treloar Reserve, 77 Pakenham Road, Cockatoo 
Time: 8.30am - 1.30pm 
Info: cockatoocountrymarket@outlook.com

EMERALD COMMUNITY MARKET 

Third Sunday of every month 
Main Street & Kilvington Drive, Emerald 
Time: 9am-3pm 
Info: 03 5968 3881 www.emeraldcommunity.market

EMERALD LIONS GROW IT BAKE IT MAKE IT 

First Sunday of every month 
Gemco Theatre, 19 Kilvington Drv, Emerald
Time: 10am-3pm
Info: www.facebook.com/GrowItBakeItMakeItMarket

GEMBROOK MARKET

Fourth Sunday of every month (except Dec)
Gembrook Community Centre
Time: 9am-2pm 
Info: www.gembrookmarket.com.au

KALLISTA COMMUNITY MARKET

First Saturday of every month (except Jan)
2 Church Street, Kallista 
Time: 9am - 1pm 
Info: kallistamkt@gmail.com

MONBULK PRODUCE MARKET

Second Saturday of every month
Top End  Main Street, Monbulk
Time: 8am-1pm 
Info: monbulkmarket@gmail.com 
www.facebook.com/monbulkproducemarket

UPWEY GRASSROOTS MARKET

Saturday December 1st 
Main Street, Upwey
Time: 11am-4pm
Info:  www.facebook.com/GrassrootsMarketUpwey

HILLS PHOTOGRAPHIC SOCIETY 
Thursday February 13th & 27th, 7:30pm 
St Josephs' Church Hall 
Corner Monbulk and Cornish Rds, Emerald 
www.hillsphotographicsociety.org.au

EMERALD FUNFEST 
March 29th, 10-4pm  
Kilvington Drive, Emerald 
Great family friendly street festival 
www.funfest.org.au

SAFE CLIMATE FORUM 
Saturday March 22nd, 1pm  
Emerald Community House Hall 
www.drrea.org.au

                 emeraldmessenger.com.au  FREE


