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Funding through government and philanthropic
grants can be an effective
way to inject much needed
funds into the community
to initiate important and
necessary local projects.
Solar installation, new buildings or equipment, sporting

pursuits, renewal projects,
arts activities and humanitarian efforts can all be either totally or partially funded from a variety of sources.
To apply for private philanthropic funds (from foundations or private trusts) the

applicant typically must be
an incorporated association, a charity, have an ABN
and sometimes must have
Deductable Gift Recipient
(DGR) status from the ATO
for specific tax deduction
benefits. Local governments
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SPECTACULAR STREET FESTIVAL

After such a tough start to 2020 for many, it’s incredible to
see what’s possible when people work together, envision a
better future and create positive connections. Celebrating
all that is wonderful about humankind, we hope you are
able to attend FunFest on March 29th from 10am-4pm in
Kilvington Drive, Emerald and other PAVE festival events
between March 29-April 5.

Imagine the chance to escape your usual schedules and
daily pressures to become immersed in a community festival that provides a rich tapestry of artistic performances,
friendly faces and treats for all the senses. Discover why
people flock to Emerald’s FunFest each year to savour this
treasured opportunity to experience a celebration of art,
entertainment and culinary delights away from the frantic
pace of day-to-day life.

Further details online at www.funfest.org.au and
www.pave.org.au and Facebook / Instagram & Twitter
pages. Or contact the Emerald Community House office
on 5968 3881 between 10am-2pm weekdays.

Offering so much on the opening of the 8-day PAVE event
is an outstanding street festival that should not be missed.
Visitors will be captivated, inspired and recharged by the
sights and sounds, many returning to enjoy more delicacies
from the smorgasbord of creativity being served throughout the week.

Festival program booklets are available at local cafes,
shops, schools and libraries across the region.
PHIL BYERS

Kids of all sizes are fully catered for with delightful activities, rides and games that are sure to generate happy
smiles for hours.
Arrive early and stay all day, or get your schedule and festival map online, then drop by any time to watch the spectacle of musical talent, be entertained with colourful theatrics and sustained by superb street food.
Walk from stall to stall and find something unique to buy,
be amazed by all the spectacular artists and take a moment to breathe in this special event with uplifting encounters and surprises at every corner.

Left: Tubby the Robot, Top: Eric the Red, Bottom Right: Uptown Brown
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GRANT SCHEMES

and community groups can also apply for grants provided
by the state and federal governments. Gambling revenues
also make a significant contribution to many community
and infrastructure projects though state governments in
support of sport and recreation, arts and tourism, festivals,
events, natural disasters and advancement of the community as determined by the Minister.
Community groups can be put in a bind when competing
for grants with the deeper pockets of local governments,
particularly where matching funds are required for the larger grants. It can be difficult for community groups to raise
tens of thousands of dollars to match the funding amount
on offer. And if the grant is for infrastructure projects, the
Council usually has to approve the project. Letters of support from local government, partners and other groups can
also increase the success of applications.

your application and require you to respond immediately or
else your project will be deemed ineligible because you did
not reply in time. Conveniently, all decisions are final.
Eligibility requirements are critical in your decision to expend the time to apply in the first instance. If your project
has already been started or completed, then in the majority of cases your application will not be eligible. That eligibility criterium would be stated clearly in the guidelines
which you must read and understand before you begin to
apply. Most grants will only fund new work, not ongoing
projects and especially those that have already been finished. If those guidelines are not adhered to by the funding
body, then the public applicants would be rightly outraged
when they feel that they have been deceived.

Although grants can have an attractive upper limit for each
application, it is unusual that the funding body will award
that full amount. Funding bodies often have a smaller
amount in mind which can be half of what is advertised
as the limit. It is also worth knowing how big the total pool
behind the grant is. If the total pool is likely to only service
a dozen or so applications, you have to consider what your
time is worth in competing for the money. It can be exhausting and fruitless when you consider the odds for success.

Grants between government bodies can be fraught with inconsistencies and layers of mysterious decision making. But
usually filing a Freedom of Information request for $28 will be
the only way to get a copy of a grant application to lift the lid
on this process. An original application, backed up by a bevy
of support letters for a building renovation can be repackaged
into a demolition and new construction if the applicant is very
clever. Conversely, one government body can stand in the way
of completion of funded projects provided by another applicant by hurling obstacles into a project’s path. It is therefore
no surprise to many that the recent sports funding debacle
appears to have political leverage embedded in the decision
making. It has only been made public now because a group
who was deemed ineligible had the courage to speak up and
raise questions about the process. Many groups wouldn’t
and haven’t piped up because they don’t want to spoil their
chances on the next round of funding.

Depending on how many grant applications a group applies
for in a year, it is the norm to be unsuccessful with the majority of applications. Funding is very competitive now and
it can be a mystery as to how grants are awarded. When
you are successful, you rightly think that it was because your
application was a good one. But when you are unsuccessful,
what kind of reasoning is offered? Often the rejection letter
you receive states that there were too many quality applications and not enough money or that your application was ineligible for some reason. If you investigate further about the
reasons your application was ineligible, it can be a real eye
opener. A funding body could have a further question about

Everybody is invited to
Emerald Uniting Church
on
Sundays at 9:15am
For worship and friendship

Successful applications can have strings attached that the
applicant had not planned for. The funding body may require
further expense from an applicant beyond what was originally called for in the budget. This would be an additional condition for receiving funds. We have seen how the abuse of federal grant schemes has raised a public eyebrow or two along
with the question of fairness, democratic processes and vote
buying but these situations may not be rare. The public would
be forgiven for thinking that politics plays a huge role in the
allocation of grants, not always by the funding body itself but
through the influence of the Minister. After all, it is usually the
Minister who announces the successful recipients.

Pastor Toni Vaka 5968 2656
Find us at 3-5 Monbulk Road
(next to Emerald C.F.A.)
Visit the Goodwill Op Shop on other days
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Local government can stipulate a condition that the recipient group pledge allegiance, that its committee and any
employees must not publicly criticise or denigrate council
activities in any public forum, including by social media, any
of its online or hardcopy publications or at events open to
the public. Community not for profit groups that are dependent on annual grants are then forced to agree under duress or go without if they question the ethics. Some
might think that is a fair demand that local groups must
tow the political line and support the funder or keep silent if
they want to continue to function - that by providing money, councils should be able to guarantee support from the
recipient, insuring their love is bought, signed sealed and
delivered. Imagine if the state or federal government added
such a clause as a condition of funding. Could that affect

a marginal seat and an election outcome by silencing any
critical opposition from the community in return for grant
funds? Is that reasonable in a democracy?
Unsuccessful grant outcomes should be published for all
to see as does occur in some international funding awards.
The UNESCO Fund for Cultural Diversity, for example, posts
the unsuccessful grant applications as well as the reasons
that the applications were not funded. After recent events
surely Australian government funding bodies should make
their processes transparent to protect against the political
abuse that the public have been enduring for who knows
how long in the awarding of public money.
MARY FARROW

ENVIRONMENT

SYCAMORE MAPLE BLITZ
AT EMERALD LAKE PARK

government. This program will employ contractors to undertake the removal of large Sycamore Maples (Acer pseudoplatanus) within the western forest and waterway.
Sycamore Maples grow very quickly from seed to a large tree
of 20-30 metres. The large trees shade out native plants,
produce 10,000 seeds a year and drop a large amount of
leaf litter in autumn that smothers indigenous vegetation.
Small seedlings soon become a forest in the moist ground.

Friends of Emerald Lake Park (FELP) have commenced their
19th year of volunteer work in Emerald Lake Park. FELP work
closely with Cardinia Shire Council’s Park Services and Natural
Reserves Teams in caring for the gardens and the bushland
within Emerald Lake Park.

To complement the tree removal works, FELP will be holding a
Sycamore Maple Blitz at Emerald Lake Park throughout March
to remove small seedlings. Our community is invited to attend
and help remove the seedlings.

Since 2012 the Emerald Lake Park Vegetation Management
Project has seen FELP and council work hard to undertake
weed removal works within the western forest. Weeds including
holly, sweet pittosporum, cestrum elgans and blackberries have
been removed in a staged and careful manner with revegetation also undertaken.

Working bees will be held on Saturday March 7th, Sunday
March 15th and Thursday March 19th between 9-11am. Bring
your own gloves. Morning tea will be provided. Park in Lakeside
car park and follow the signs.
For further enquires 5968 4603

In 2019 FELP was successful in receiving a $20,000
Communities Environment Program grant from the federal

SHEILA HAMPSON

Emerald Lake Park
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FIRE IN THE HILLS 1898
If this bush fire season has been catastrophic, can you
imagine life in the Dandenongs before fire trucks, helicopters and ambulances?
Surrounding stations knew the ravages of fire for half a
century before the 1890s Depression when the State Forest
was broken up into ten-acre bush blocks where the destitute could find sustenance. In 1851 smoke from the Black
Thursday fires in Victoria reached as far as New Zealand
and fire restrictions began in the Dandenongs in 1854.
In the 1860s great floods littered the land with debris,
added to by Wandin settlers. From their 1868 arrival serious outbreaks of fire raged past and often from their clearings, obliterating crops and improvements. The 1870s fires
so swept the hills that Frank Child excused his failure to
fence all his South Wandin leasehold on the grounds that
fires running through the scrub burnt his fences faster than
he could replace them. In the 1880s, the Conservator of
Forests reported that nine out of ten bushfires were caused
by culpable negligence.

same fate. Dragged clear, she regained consciousness to
find the family destitute.” House, possessions and improvements all obliterated.
Women fled from The Patch while the men filled buckets,
billies and bottles and stayed to fight for their bark huts.
Jim Cowey climbed to the top of the ridge on the second
day and looked down into a smoking cauldron from which
it seemed that nothing could escape alive. On the third day
there was only a blackened mass relieved by glowing logs,
still burning.

Fire was a dubious friend, as cleared timber was rolled into
heaps and burnt. Stumps could be charred out by trenching
round the base, firing the trench with dry wood and kindling, then covering the resulting glowing coals with earth.
If this was attempted with tall stumps or ringbarked trees,
it was a dangerous job. A man needed a mate to watch for
the tree starting to fall, while he checked the covering soil
to make sure no glowing coals were exposed.

After a lull, hot wind blew up from the valley in isolated
patches then raged on over ranges and foothills into the
Upper Yarra and Gippsland. The Western District suffered
simultaneously. Two families already burnt out in 1894 lost
everything for the second time as South Sassafras was
wiped out over nine days.

Long skirts and open fires for cooking were an invitation to accident. Hessian and paper lining was vulnerable to flying embers from the hearth and wooden chimneys frequently caught
alight. One house fire in the first year led to immediate abandonment of the block. A South Sassafras widow lost her home
to a spark from a burning tree the following year, her neighbour
a couple of years later, then several on One Tree Hill.

David Andrade’s store, stock, private library, and everything he
owned was engulfed by flames. The family left in their nightshirts, lucky to escape with their lives. They made hats of wiregrass and cabbage leaves for some protection from the burning sun, until a young neighbour found them and sheltered
them in his hut. Already bankrupt in 1893, Andrade found work
as a correspondent for the local newspaper but lost a court
case for unpaid wages in 1897 owing to insufficient evidence.
Now totally destitute, within a few months he was admitted

Most settlers cut scrub to burn later in the season. It all
fed the tragedy of 1898. On New Year’s Eve, fire advanced through Montrose and Olinda, sweeping down into
Monbulk. On Masche’s Hill, “Their poultry were roasted alive,
and Mrs. Masch, aged seventy-three, narrowly escaped the

Feature & Level Surveys
Title Boundary Re-establishment
Consolidation of Titles
2 Beaconsfield – Emerald Road,
Beaconsfield.

Phone 0400 543 157
www.oneplangroup.com.au

Subdivision
Our focus is to provide quality, professional,
personalised land surveying services
throughout Victoria focused on the hills
communities north of Beaconsfield.
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to the lunatic asylum. Such was his incredible resilience and
determination, however, that by 1900 he was to return to his
land and succeed in his application for leasehold title.

fires is surely a consequence. It is astonishing that other lone
women persevered, including one woman with six fatherless
children who was burnt out three times.

Continuing through February 1898, the fires wiped out
entire South Gippsland towns, while on One Tree Hill the
National Park was reduced to a mass of white ashes and
the railway station threatened. In the Mast Gully-Tremont
area many more saw their new start blaze, and lost again.

It is more remarkable that poverty was often cheerful and
comparatively few spirits were broken. In Monbulk as families intermarried the settlers developed a strong family spirit, helping each other through repeated fires and emergencies throughout the twentieth century.

By mid-month fire reached Sassafras where a dozen or more
settlers also lost everything while others lost fencing and
outbuildings. In imminent danger, the schoolteacher sent the
children home. Eight-year-old Sid Storrie, setting off in the
care of one of the older girls, soon found himself alone.

With today’s transport, we see volunteers coming interstate
and internationally to help and modern vehicles sadly adding their own risks. But can you imagine facing such fires
without them?
DOROTHY WILLIAMS

“She gave me the shove and told me to get home. The fire
had come down the ridge from Olinda and was burning
fiercely between myself and home and I had to leave the
track and dodge around burning trees and scrub before getting to the door. The smoke and heat affected my eyes, so
Mum put me in the darkened bedroom for a while and told
me to lie down. I had to get up two or three times to put out
small fires from sparks igniting the hessian lining. My father
was on the roof for 48 hours with a wet bag putting out the
sparks as they dropped on the split shingle roof.”
Throughout the rest of February a number who had formerly left Monbulk also lost their second home. Only in
early March, after the hills had burnt for two months, did a
change in the weather put an end to the horror. For many
it was the last straw. The marvel is that anybody at all was
ready to start again. Yet after a spell away looking for jobs
or gold, sometimes for years, some returned.
F. T. LeJuge, a baker, had already made two starts. His wife
had died in 1894 leaving him with three small children. Shortly
afterwards his oven was washed away in a flood. He moved
away for a time, returned, built another oven, and started
again. His bakery storeroom at Sennitts Corner in the The
Patch held merry dances. Now the new oven was lost in the
fire. He stuck it out, started over yet again, built a new and
better oven and remarried. He eventually began to prosper.
A widow at Beagley’s Bridge had a family of five to care for,
her own three children and two grandchildren. With a son
of twenty doing the man’s work, the forest offered a future
- until 1895. Homeless and destitute, her house ignited by
sparks from a burning tree, she applied for assistance from
the government. Losing her second home, she and her family pressed on undeterred to earn their grant by 1900 - two
acres cleared and cultivated, seven under grass, and a half
acre of fruit trees with clearing assisted by the fires.
Some stayed but without a full livelihood. Down Old Emerald
Road one survivor was so pestered by destitute pilferers
raiding his cherry orchard that he axed the lot and sold up.
A number of Aldy Coulson’s other neighbours gave up, some
after putting several years’ work into their property. “A lot of
people didn’t stop more than a couple of years. The single
men especially. It was the family people who stayed.”
The Village Settlement scheme, Mr. McLellan MP had predicted,
“would bind poor miserable creatures to poverty and drive the
very spirit out of their breasts.” An unknown number of settlers,
both men and women, had breakdowns. The abandonment of
three children by their mother and grandmother following these

Painting 'Spirit of the bushfire' (1900) by Sydney Long
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NEW LOCAL PUBLICATION

BOOK REVIEW

It won’t be long now before invited guests and the hoi polloi (I'll be one of the latter group) will attend the official
opening of the striking new Emerald Hub. For some of us
it will be a reminder of the 1957 opening of the previous
hall it replaces. Before that, dating back to 1905, it was the
Mechanics' Institute Hall, which started life where the tennis courts are currently located and was dragged by a team
of horses in 1923 to the present Hub site.
The original wooden hall burned down in 1955. On viewing
the ashen remains I was astounded at how small it’s 'footprint' seemed because it had played such a large part in our
lives during its fifty-year existence.
Now, a new publication, 'A Community Spirit: The History
of Emerald Mechanics' Institute 1905-2018', tells us how important it was as the very centre of community life. So well
documented is the book that it also serves well as a history
of Emerald itself and of the many clubs, societies and associations which used the hall over the years.
Extensively researched by Chris A'Vard-Britton and Jill
A’Vard and with input from local historians Jan Shaw and
Graeme Legge, 'A Community Spirit' is published with the
support of Emerald and District Lions Club. Current Lions
Club president, Ray Spencer, was the secretary of the hall
committee for some twenty-five years.

I have lived in Emerald on and off, since 1947 and know or,
sadly knew, many of the people in the photographs and
text. I went to school with lots of them and some were 'old'
people I knew well when I was a youngster. Because of this
the book holds a special resonance for me but that is not
why I am recommending it to Emerald Messenger readers. I am recommending it because it is a quality publication, intrinsically interesting, which shines a huge light on
Emerald's past.

As well as being well researched, this literary offering is welldesigned and one of its great strengths lies in the placement of excerpts from articles taken from numerous contemporary newspapers, all of which, like the hall itself, are
long gone! These complement the text remarkably well as
do the large number of photographs from various sources,
most of which come from the Emerald Museum collection.
Even relatively new residents of Emerald will recognise some
of the over nine hundred family names listed in the index because they will be living in a street which carries that name
or they will encounter someone in the street, cafe or supermarket who carries that name - there are many still around!

A Community Spirit is the beautifully written history
of the Emerald Mechanics Institute by Chris A'VardBritton and Jill A'Vard. It is in essence a potted history of
Emerald. To purchase a copy call 0418 569 735 or email
rayspencer@netspace.net.au
BILL PELL

Are you a carer seeking day respite for a loved one?
This can be a challenging time, knowing where to start and what
to expect.
Fernlea welcomes families to come along for a morning tea any
day of the week (Tue – Fri), where you can meet our staff, guests
and volunteers, and experience why Fernlea's care is so special.
Call us to make a time. 5968 6639 www.fernlea.com.au
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SOUPEE'S IN
UPWEY

Every Friday afternoon Gavin Stanley Smith sets up his
marquee in the main street of Upwey and offers free soup
and a friendly chat to anyone who stops by. Soupees, as it
is fondly known, is a hills institution that’s been running in
Upwey for the last 11 years.
Originally from New Zealand, Gavin tells me that Soupees
really began way back in the 1990s in Emerald.
Soupees is set up in Upwey each Friday

“A friend loaned me a caravan and I would plug it into the
fire brigades outside plug and at times I would have 50 or
60 children milling around,” he says smiling at the memory.
Soupees ran in Emerald for about 2 years before Gavin decided to return to New Zealand for a spell.
Returning to Australia in 1999 Gavin recalls telling some friends
at his local church about how he used to run a mobile soup
kitchen in Emerald and they suggested he should do it again.
Spurred on by this encouragement and by his desire to do
something positive in the community, Gavin approached
the Yarra Ranges Shire’s then mayor, Noel Cliff, to ask if
council had any funds they might consider putting towards
a marquee. Within a week he had a cheque for $750, which
he says paid for the whole set up.
“Council was interested in us coming to Upwey,” Gavin recalls,
“because at that time they were having a lot trouble with
graffiti and there’d been some violence on the railway station
as well. They wanted something to take the focus away from
that kind of thing and to be a presence in the street,” and so
it was that Soupees was resurrected but this time in Upwey.
Gavin tells me that a lot people from his church contribute by
making all kinds of delicious soup. The owner of Rapture Cafe
in Ferntree Gully also regularly makes and donates soup.
Gavin says that when he makes the soup himself it tends to
be canned tomato soup but funnily enough the kids seem
to love it, despite the deliciousness of the other soups. “I
usually only have the one soup but it changes every week.
I can go through 7 or 8 litres of soup,” he says, which just
shows how popular Soupees is.

Virginia Lawrence

Gavin is a regular church goer and says that running his soup
kitchen each week is something he is called to do. “If we all do
a little it adds up to a lot,” he says, and I can’t help but agree.

your local family, funeral
& marriage celebrant

MEREDITH COLE

Tai Chi and Qigong Classes
Full mind~body meditation, releasing tension, gaining strength
See website for venues, timetable, and booking details

When would you like to start…?

0437 949 919

www.chigeneration.com.au

celebrantgin.com
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clear that no matter where we live, we have a tendency to
take our home, our town and often our country for granted.

THE HILLS HAVE FRESH EYES

Those of us who have grown up or even elected to reside in
the hills, are very fortunate to live in a place that is a perfect conglomeration of suburbia and unspoiled nature. We
have so much so close to us, from national parks to some
of Victoria’s biggest tourist attractions, yet it still feels like
a homely and uncommercialised departure from the hustle
and bustle of a larger city.

deeply creviced canyons, we were spoilt for choice with
majestic scenery and the best of what nature has to offer.
Flabbergasted at every turn, we both had the benchmark
for touristic experiences set for us. So months later, when
Dan had told me he was coming to Melbourne to visit, I
was stumped for what could possibly compare with what
we had recently seen together.

Sometimes it takes going away and coming back again or
viewing what you know through a pair of fresh eyes to be
reminded of the beauty of something that we have grown
comfortable with.

I tossed up many options in my mind of where I could take
him on his one day between Brisbane and venturing to
Phillip Island for the Moto GP. I quickly realised I had been
overlooking the perfect place to introduce him to my homeland, that quite simply being my home.

I know that I am someone who needs to go out and see
the world but to know that when I am ready to return, I can
come back to my home in the hills and that makes me feel
incredibly lucky. Hopefully this won’t be the last time I play
tour guide to a foreign friend and with every time, I will be
reminded once more not to take this place for granted.

I have resided in the hills for all of my 21 years and even
after having lived abroad in bustling cities and visiting interesting foreign lands, my heart still remains that of a girl
from the Dandenong Ranges. Therefore, what better way
to show someone your country than the parts of it you so
intimately know?

VONNY VAN OS

Vonny is an aspiring travel writer from the Dandenong Ranges.
She's recently returned from working as a journalist in Buenos
Aires, Argentina and is about to embark on a trip to Cambodia
to study teaching English as a foreign language. Growing up in
the Ranges has given her a love of what nature has to offer, so
now she seeks to see what the rest of the world can provide.

I organised a brief itinerary of our day, indulging in typical
‘touristy’ things - a ride on Puffing Billy and lunch at the
Emerald Bakery, followed by an afternoon at Sky High. I
began to realise that while living on the doorstep of these
marvellous places, I had neglected to participate in them
since childhood. I had fond memories of these places but
as I grew up I opted to explore further from what I knew, as
most people commonly do.
The real moment of gratitude for my home came watching
Dan take in the views from Puffing Billy. As an aficionado
for anything with a motor, the experience of being on the
timeless locomotive combined with the views of the fern
laden hills really took his breath away and forced me to experience this area with fresh eyes too.
I was able to see my home through the eyes of a tourist
and that experience made me truly appreciate how lucky I
am to live in such an incredible place. Even though we had
travelled on mountains at an elevation of 4500+ metres in
Bolivia, Dan was still blown away by the far reaching panorama from Sky High, telling me that back in his home city
of Ohio he would have to travel a long distance to reach
something even close to what was in front of us. It became

SPECIAL
10% discount
when mentioning
this advert*

Terms & Conditions Apply
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MUDLETICS ADVENTURE
Do you remember a time when we played outside, climbed
ropes and ran amok in the dirt? From this nostalgia the concept
of Mudletics was born in 2017. Since then the event has gone
from strength to strength and is now a biannual fundraiser at
Emerald Primary School. The objective is simple - to promote
the development of skills such as cooperation, teamwork and
risk assessment while also building resilience by overcoming
fear. It is also an event that gives Emerald kids an opportunity
to throw away the screens and engage in free-style physical
play with mud pits and rope climbs thrown in. There are no
winners, no losers, just classes supporting each other through
a muddy obstacle course, while having fun and getting dirty.
The success of the previous two events (2017 and 2018) has
contributed to the upgrade of the school kitchen and bush garden, giving Emerald Primary students the learning opportunities associated with preparing healthy meals from food they
have grown themselves. Funds raised from the Mudletics 2020
event will go toward upgrades to the grade 3 -6 playground to
provide more valuable opportunities for our kids to get active
and have fun.
Mudletics 2020 is planned for March 26th and we are confident
this will be our best event yet! We are planning to include 22
obstacles that require materials and construction. Obstacles

Friendly and welcoming
family business
Owners Ken & Helen
Hunt have been at
Monbulk Jewellers
since 1994, assisting
and providing quality
services for the
local communtiy and
surrounds.

Quality Onsite Repairs
& Restoration

such as the ‘Super Mudpit’, the ‘Riotous Rope Climb’, the ‘Great
Crate Ladders’ and ‘The Bridge’ require materials such as hay
bales, clay-based soil, timber and pallets. Our focus is on upcycling, recycling and using sustainable materials where possible.
Items such as the plastic used to line our mudpit are reused
each year. Perhaps you can help us source these items or alternatively, you or your business may like to sponsor an obstacle!
Events such as Mudletics 2020 have a huge benefit for our
school students and the wider community. In recognition of
your contribution and/or sponsorship we would like to offer
your business the opportunity to place banners or other advertising on your obstacle. We will also include a list of sponsors
in any advertising material we produce and a Certificate of
Appreciation from Emerald Primary School which can be posted in your place of business. Of course, you are also welcome to
run the obstacle course! If this is something of interest please
contact Emerald Primary School on 5968 4311.

Australian Argyle Pink
Diamonds

Quality Onsite Repairs & Restoration.
New jewellery designed and made.
Diamond and gemstone specialists.

We are running an online fundraising page where you can donate funds towards the kids end goal of upgrading a playground
within the grounds of the Primary school, by visiting www.mycause.com.au/events/mudletics and making a donation.

Engagement Rings

Thank you in advance from the soon to be very muddy kids of
Emerald Primary School and the Mudletics 2020 Committee.

New jewellery designed and made • Engagement Rings
• Diamond and gemstone specialists

KATE DRUMMOND
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TEENAGERS TAKE UP SPACE

Imagine a group of ten teenagers in brightly coloured hoodies, huddled together in a geometric shape one moment
and sprawled out across the footpath the next. Imagine ten
teenagers taking up space in the main streets of Belgrave,
holding placards saying things like: “We like when you smile
at us, no matter what we wear”.
Well, it is a real thing. The Here Me project launched in
Belgrave in April 2019 saw hundreds of passers stop to
watch and have a good think about what they saw. This
project is set to run again this Easter School Holidays and if
you are a teenager, you can take part.
Here Me is a youth arts project in the form of a flashmob
performance installation. Flashmobs are a pretty popular
phenomenon. A quick look on Youtube will reveal a plethora
of flashmobs but this one is a little different. It doesn’t involve dancing, just making shapes and taking up space, like
a moving artwork or ‘performance art’. Artists who make
performance art usually have something they want to tell
the public through their artwork. Here Me is about empowering local youth to share their voices by addressing dominant societal perceptions about teenagers - foregrounding
their perspectives, concerns and aspirations, and literally
taking up space in a positive and creative way.
Developed and facilitated by professional performance
maker and teaching artist Dani-Ela Kayler, the project gives
young people the chance to be seen and their perspectives
amplified in a really immediate and creative way. As a secondary teacher in a range of educational settings in the
Yarra Ranges over the past 9 years, Dani-Ela has identiﬁed
a lack of platforms for young people to creatively have a
voice within their communities.

Photo: Kate Barker

The project’s purpose is to support young people to be the
leaders of their own creative process, stimulating their initiative and creativity. The ten participants from the 2019 cohort are the drivers behind the continuation of Here Me in
2020. Their vision is to get more peers involved and extend
the flashmob installation into the main streets of Upwey.

The group of young people she worked with last year said
they felt like their opinions were often not validated, that
they were seen as too young or inexperienced to have their
own views on the world.

“[It’s a] once in a life time experience” said one Year 7 participant. “Here Me was awesome. It was something different and I like pushing myself to try new things. I want to do
it a million times.”

“Young people are thoughtful, self-aware and thought provoking. They care about connection, the environment, hope
and joy for their futures” says Dani-Ela.

Aimed at young people aged 12-18 years, Here Me runs in
the first week of the Easter school holidays April 1st - 4th.
Workshops will include drama-based activities, group discussions about life as a teenager and learning static-acro
skills with Ruccis Circus School.

HERE ME

Participation is free but a commitment to the four-days of
the project is required. Spaces are limited so registration is
essential. No drama, dance or performance experience is
necessary, only a willingness to participate.

Teenagers Take Up Space
YOUTH ARTS PROJECT

Proudly
funded by

MEET NEW PEOPLE,
LEARN NEW SKILLS,
HAVE A VOICE, SHARE
OPINIONS AND IDEAS,
EXPRESS YOURSELF,
MOVE AND TAKE UP
SPACE IN THE EASTER
SCHOOL HOLIDAYS!

This is an opportunity for young people to meet new people, learn new skills, express themselves, move and take
up space during the Easter school holidays and is proudly
funded by Yarra Ranges Council.

APRIL 1-4 SIGN UP NOW!

DANI-ELA KAYLER

For further information and to sign up to the youth arts
project online, visit www.facebook.com/HEREMEBelgrave
or email - hereme.takeupspace@gmail.com
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Program Guide
Term 1

All Welcome
please come in
& say hello

ECH PROGRAM

(January 28th - March 26th 2020)

Semester 1

Office open
Monday - Friday
9am - 4pm
(During School Terms)

Short course programs, children’s
programs, local events, venue hire,
activities & community projects

Supporting Local Community
Enterprise Zone:
Strengthening new opportunities
for local business development,
training pathways, volunteering
and pathways to employment

Our Vision is to be a place where connections are made and opportunities are realised.
Our Mission is to consistently meet the needs of the community by providing
quality community development activities, programs and services.

Emerald Community House Inc.

356 - 358 Belgrave-Gembrook Rd, Emerald VIC 3782
Telephone: 03 5968 3881 Email: emhouse@iinet.net.au
www.emeraldcommunityhouse.org.au
‘Find us’ on Facebook - www.facebook.com/emeraldcommunityhouse
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Membership, Course Enrolment Details & Conditions
Membership Fees
$10 for individuals and $15 for families applies to all users accessing any of the services/programs at
Emerald Community House (ECH). The membership fee is an annual fee from January to December and
goes towards House facilities and maintenance, community grant support, insurance, free community wifi
and other house expenses. Further details www.emeraldcommunityhouse.org.au
Course Enrolment
Enrolment/membership forms are available at the office or online www.emeraldcommunityhouse.org.au.
Course cancellations may occur if minimum class numbers aren’t achieved. Terms/Conditions are also
online. NOTE: Course times and activity details are correct as at time of printing, but may be subject to
change at the discretion of management.

ECH PROGRAM
Dig In Community Cafe

The Dig In Community Café is an ECH initiative to promote community
volunteering, job skills and connections. ECH practises community dining
as an exercise in preparedness and community engagement. Run by
community volunteers under the House Manager, The Dig In Community
Café provides a range of volunteer opportunities including menu planning,
food preparation, cooking, venue setting, set-up, pack up and dishwashing.
Donations are kindly accepted to keep the café going.
Volunteers and diners all enjoy a fun night and it’s a great outlet to make
new friends and eat together around the community table. This takes place
on the last Friday of every month, unless otherwise advertised. Other
community groups are encouraged to get involved and run a Dig In
Community dining event of their own.
Volunteers and food donations always welcome!
Thank you to all of our Dig In Community Café regular sponsors (Emerald Woolworths,
Emerald Bakery & Cockatoo Bakery) and our wonderful team of volunteers!
Dates: Friday January 31st, February 28th, March 27th
Venue: ECH Hall
Time:
6-8pm

The Dig in Community Café is one of a collection of programs recognised by Monash/EMV Resilience
Compendium in Victoria and EMV’s Community Resilience Framework
Upcoming Market Dates
Sunday 9am-3pm March 15th
FunFest 10am - 4pm March 29th
Sunday 9am - 3pm April 19th
Sunday 9am - 2pm May 17th

Funds raised from market stall
fees support the Emerald
Community House not-for profit to
continue running events,
programs & community
development projects
Page 2
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Health & Wellbeing
QiGong for Health & Healing
Course Code QG

With Maxine Gardner

QIGONG, (chi gong), from which Tai Chi originated, uses the same principles of combining breath-work,
movement and stillness to improve the quality of life on all levels. The purpose of these ancient exercises
is to seek stillness (relaxation) in movement (chaos). Bringing these aspects into balance will help to
provide participants with practical tools for coping with the daily stresses of everyday life. QiGong can
improve flexibility, balance, and coordination. It can be beneficial for arthritis, recovering from surgery or
illness. Or it can simply help those who wish to enjoy the practice of a beautiful and gentle way of being,
contributing to their health at the same time. Please bring water & a blanket.

ECH PROGRAM

Dates:
Time & Venue:
Course Fee:

Thursday February 6th - March 26th (8 weeks)
6.30pm - 8:30pm, ECH Hall
$132.00 (inc GST) Casual class fee $22 (inc GST)

Emerald Wellbeing Group
Course Code WP

With Jennifer Haines

Our popular and innovative program provides a diverse and fun environment for people to
engage in various physical and intellectual activities that can improve quality of health and
wellbeing. The program takes place in an environment that includes carers to develop
friendships, receive support from the group and develops a network with a variety of people
and age groups.
We offer a range of structured fun activities to improve general wellbeing directed at people over 50.
There is a focus on providing people with an opportunity to get together for social gatherings, informal
discussions as well as providing valuable information. Carers who support loved ones, must attend
together and are welcome.Our program is coordinated by volunteers & currently funded by ECH.
Dates:
Time & Venue:

Tuesday February 4th - March 24th (8 weeks)
9:30am - 11:30am, Emerald RSL
FREE

Yoga - Stretch and Relax
Course Code YSR

With Lisa Baker

Wind down from a hectic day and stretch out stress and soreness with this relaxing series of yoga
postures. Therapeutic yoga for everybody - all levels and all abilities.
Dates:
Time/Venue:
Course Fee:

Page 3

Monday February 3rd - March 23rd (7 weeks)
6-7pm ECH Hall
$115.50 inc GST
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Garden & Environment
All About Espaliers
Course Code AAE

With Peter Allen

Learn how to select the right trees to use, what espalier shapes to use for which species, creating and
maintaining them. Prune for fruit or new growth, depending on when you do it, reduce workload by 90%.
Please bring lunch to share.
Date:
Sunday February 9th (1 session)
Time & Venue: 10am - 4pm, Telopea Mountain Permaculture,
134 Invermay Road, Monbulk
Course Fee:
$104.50 (inc GST)

ECH PROGRAM

Winter vs Summer Pruning
Course Code DOB

With Peter Allen

Tips and tricks to reduce workload, reduce disease entry and create fruit or rejuvenate old trees. Focus
on the advantages of pruning at the correct time to control disease, fruit and tree size. We also look at
how to get the right tree first, so reducing the workload for the next 50 years of fruiting. Please bring your
lunch.
Date:
Time & Venue:
Course Fee:

Sunday February 24th (1 session)
10am - 4pm, Telopea Mountain Permaculture, 134 Invermay Road, Monbulk
$104.50 (inc GST)

Bio Dynamic Compost Making

Course Code CFF

With Peter Allen

Fruit trees need a certain compost, this will supply all nutrients plus aid pest and disease reduction, we
will learn about and make a BD compost heap for fruit or for the veggie patch. We will also talk
diodynamics. Please bring lunch to share.

Dates:
Sunday March 155h (1 session)
Time & Venue: 10am - 4pm, Telopea Mountain Permaculture, 134 Invermay Road, Monbulk
Course Fee:
$137.50 (inc GST)

Information Technology
Computers (Day Sessions)

Course Code CD

With Nardia Lyle

Learn all about the ins and outs of your computer in a supportive environment. Work at your own pace,
guided by the tutor to help you learn what you need to know and are interested in such as simple
documents, email and communicating through the internet. As your confidence grows learn about
spreadsheets, inserting pictures or creating data bases. Participants can choose from Microsoft Windows
operating system and Microsoft Office Suite (including Word, PowerPoint, Excel) and more.
Dates:
Time & Venue:
Course Fee:

Page 4

Wednesday February 5th - March 25th (8 weeks)
10am - 12:30pm, ECH Meeting Room
$70 (including material & amenities fees)
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Literacy & Numeracy
Literacy for Adults with a Disability
Course Code ALFA

With Dianne Edwards

This course is geared for those who will benefit from basic numeracy and literacy skills in a small friendly
group environment. Using fun and interactive methods, students will also increase their confidence and
abilities to work in a group.
Dates:
Time & Venue:
Course Fee:

Monday February 3rd - March 23rd (7 weeks) No class March 9th
9:30am - 11:30am, ECH Hall
$80

ECH PROGRAM

Everyday Literacy through Cooking
Course Code ALTC

With Sharyn Thomas

Participants will learn literacy, numeracy and food handling skills through practical cooking demonstrations
and preparing their own recipes, incorporating the 5 food groups. Ideal for those with special needs,
participants will learn the fundamentals of food safety and handling including use and sanitising of
equipment, preparation and storage of ingredients and storage of food types including dairy, dry goods,
fruit and vegetables, meat, seafood and poultry.
Hygiene procedures, identifying and preventing high risks and handling of waste items will be covered to
provide safe practices and increase work place skills. Participants will also make up their own recipe
book, using their literacy and numeracy skills while they learn how to prepare and cook a meal to take
home and share.
Dates:
Time & Venue:

Monday February 3rd - March 23rd (7 weeks) No class March 9th
12:30pm - 2:30pm, ECH Hall & Kitchen

Dates:
Time & Venue:
Course Fee:
Materials:

Tuesday February 4th - March 24th (8 weeks)
1pm - 3pm, ECH Hall & Kitchen
$80 each term, including materials & amenities fees
Special dietary needs - add $20

Workplace Skills
Developing your Skills for the Workplace
Course Code DYSW

With Sharyn Thomas

Ideal for those with special needs, participants will learn a variety of natural and environmental crafts that
interest them such as making soaps, recycled paper and cards and how to present them for sale.
Students will run their own market stall at the Emerald Market to sell their creative works and gain
confidence within a community environment. The money raised goes back into the group and community
by funding for activities for special needs groups. We have two groups running.
Dates:
Time & Venue:
Course Fee:

Tuesday February 4th - March 24th (8 weeks)
10am - 12pm, ECH Hall Kitchen
$80 (including materials and amenities fees)

Computers for Job Seekers (evening sessions)
Course Code CJS

With Non Blair

Upgrade your IT skills and seek employment. Learn how to search, find and land a job with your increased
IT skills and polished CV.
Dates:
Time & Venue:
Course Fee:
Page 5

Wednesday February 5th - March 25th (8 weeks)
7-9pm, ECH
$70
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Developing your Writing Skills

Course Code DYWS

EMERALD
COMMUNITY HOUSE — TERM 1 2020
With
Maria Millers

Arts
& Culture
Would you like to develop your writing skills
further,
become an author, a literary critic or write moving
editorials? In this course, while exploring different literary works and sharing your creative writing, you will
Developing
Writing
Skills writing techniques that will help to develop your own personal writing
be
introduced your
to a range
of creative
Course
Code
DYWS
With
Maria headed
Millers by a skilled teacher with some students already published
skills. This is a supportive atmosphere
or going on to be successful authors. You can too, starting with this course.
Would you like to develop your writing skills further, become an author, a literary critic or write moving
editorials?
while
exploring
Dates: In this course,
Friday
February
7th different
- March literary
27th (8 works
weeks)and sharing your creative writing, you will
beTime
introduced
to
a
range
of
creative
writing
techniques
that
& Venue:
12:30pm - 3pm, ECH Meeting Room will help to develop your own personal writing
skills.
This
is
a
supportive
atmosphere
headed
by a skilled
teacher with some students already published
Course Fee:
$50 (including
material
& amenities
fees)
or going on to be successful authors. You can too, starting with this course.

ECH PROGRAM

Dates:
Time & Venue:
Course Fee:

Friday February 7th - March 27th (8 weeks)
Workplace
Skills
12:30pm - 3pm, ECH
Meeting Room
$50 (including material & amenities fees)
Hospitality Work Ready Training - includes RSA* (Course Code HT)

The Hospitality Work Ready Training is an accredited Work Skills program conducted over
Workplace
Skills
one day. It is aimed at providing participants
the skills to be
Work Ready to gain employment
in the hospitality industry. Learn the fundamental skills to build your knowledge of the industry. Experience
Responsible
Service
of Alcohol
(Course
CodeRSA*
RSA) kitchen.
Hospitality
Ready
Training
- includes
(CourseDevelop
Code HT)
an
insight intoWork
the
professional
operation
of a commercial
skills required to work in the
When
you successfully
complete
the Victorian
RSA course
you will conducted
be issued aover
ever
expanding
hospitality
sector.
The
Hospitality
Work
Ready
Training
is an accredited
Work with
Skillsusprogram
Victorian
VCGLR
certificate.
Completing
an
approved
Responsible
Service
of Alcohol
(RSA)
one
day.
It is aimed
at providing
participants
skills to beofWork
Ready participants
to gain
employment
Skills
covered
in practical
training
& uponthe
completion
workbook
will achieve;
program
gives
participants
the
skills
and
knowledge
to
contribute
to
a
safe
and
enjoyable
environment
in
in
the
hospitality
industry.
Learn
the
fundamental
skills
to
build
your
knowledge
of
the
industry.
Experience
SITXFSA001 Use hygienic practices for food safety
licensed
premises.
Face-to-face
RSA
training
is
mandatory
for
licensees
and
staff
selling,
offering
or
an
insight into the
professional
operation
of a commercial
kitchen. Develop skills required to work in the
SITHFAB002
Responsible
Service
of Alcohol
(RSA)
serving
liquor
for
general,
on-premises,
late
night
and
packaged
liquor licences.
ever expanding hospitality sector.
Bookings:
Please register your interest 5968 3881
Skills covered in practical training & upon completion of workbook participants will achieve;
Time & Venue:
Saturday 9am - 4pm, ECH Hall
SITHFAB002
Responsible
of for
Alcohol
(RSA)
SITXFSA001
practices
food safety
AdministrationUse
Fee:hygienic
$75 Service
SITHFAB002 Responsible Service of Alcohol (RSA)
Date/Time:
Saturday March 14th, 9am-12p
* Please
note: Individuals cannot
enrolled if they are currently studying as secondary students due to extra conditions for
Venue:
ECHbeHall
Bookings:
Please
register your interest 5968 3881
eligibility of participants for the Hospitality Training course. Please discuss any queries with the ECH Coordinator to confirm.
Administration Fee: $80

* Please note: Individuals cannot be enrolled if they are currently studying as secondary students due to extra conditions for
Learn about
correctforstorage
temperatures,
dealing
with
'danger'
foods,with
personal
eligibility
of participants
the Hospitality
Training course.
Please
discuss
any queries
the ECHhygiene,
Coordinator to confirm.

cleaning food preparation areas and pest control. The skills and knowledge will help to ensure
you meet your legal obligations under the Food Safety Standards and serve food that is free of hygiene
hazards and safe for your customers to consume.

Skills covered in practical training & upon completion of workbook participants will achieve;
SITXFSA001 Use hygienic practices for food safety
Venue:
ECH Hall
Administration Fee: $80

Dandenong Ranges Repair Café
Come along to the next session on March 15th from 9am-11am at the Emerald Community
House during the monthly market. Meet others interested in sustainability projects. Volunteers
helpers are encouraged to come along and join the team.
Dandenong Ranges Repair Café
www.dandenongrangesrepaircafe.community
facebook.com/dandenongrangesrepaircafe
Come along to the next session on March 15th from 9am-11am at the Emerald Community
House during the monthly market. Meet others interested in sustainability projects. Volunteers
helpers
Page
6 are encouraged to come along and join the team.
www.dandenongrangesrepaircafe.community
Page 6

facebook.com/dandenongrangesrepaircafe
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Children’s Programs
Occasional Childcare

Emerald Community House is a registered licensed childcare provider operating an affordable community
based program. Occasional childcare is available on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday & Friday.
Sessions for 6mths - 5 year olds
9:30am - 2:30pm
$55 per child

ECH PROGRAM

Childcare Casual rate: $15 per hour, per child (minimum 2hrs)

Our play & learning program offers lots of fun, love and social activities. Special experiences are provided
each day, taking into account the children’s natural interests, and designed to promote their social,
physical, intellectual, language and emotional development.

Out-of-School Hours (OOSH) care
Emerald Community House is a registered licensed childcare provider operating an OOSH program for
each weekday and supervises travel between Emerald Primary School to ECH. The program is selffunded by ECH as a community enterprise.
A substantial and nutritious breakfast and afternoon tea is provided within the cost of the program. Fun
activities include arts & crafts, books, board games, outdoor activities, games and lots more. Laptop
computers and internet access are also available to use for homework .
Morning Session
6:30am - 9am
$20 per child

Afternoon Session
3:30pm - 6:30pm
$22 per child

Page 7
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Emerald Community House

Childcare Program

Where:

Emerald Community House
356-358 Belgrave-Gembrook Rd,
Emerald

When:

Weekdays 9:30am-2:30pm

Fees:
Per child, per session
Tracey Shuttleworth
Children’s Services Director

• Accept
i
6 monthng children from
s - 5yrs
old
• Govern
subsidyment Childcare
now ava
ilable
• Experie
nced, frie
ndly team

Enquiries & information:
www.emeraldcommunityhouse.org.au
Contact Emerald Community House:
Phone: 5968 3881 Email: emhouse@iinet.net.au
20
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Emerald Childcare
Surrounded by a natural
environment, art and a
variety of play spaces

Our occasional childcare
program now has the
Government Childcare
Subsidy available making it
affordable for many families.
The childcare team provide
a nurturing, family friendly
environment where every
child feels safe & secure.
Enhancing the child’s
growth in cognitive and
social development as well as
promoting their fine and gross
motor skills allows them to reach
their full potential.
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A FINE DAY FOR FISHING
April Fools was a much celebrated annual schoolyard rejoinder which pupils took great pains to deliver and even greater
pains to avoid being served when this writer was a lad. Life
as a kid was less complicated then and the anniversary of
the first day of April was awaited with much anticipation.
Given the fervour associated with the date’s advent, April
Fool set-ups on the day were relatively benign such as the
clichéd passing observation to another that "your shoelace
(or fly) is undone". Seemingly harmless pranks were the order of the day such as the surreptitious posting of a note
on an unsuspecting back inviting a mundane ‘kick me!’ response from others, or the more daring passing of a counterfeit ‘billet doux’ to some lovestruck swain.
So how does the day’s commemoration hold up in a less
innocent age? A straw poll recently conducted at a local after school program suggests that the practice of outing the
April Fool has lost some of its pull among primary schoolers
at the outset of this third decade of the twenty first century.
A couple of wayward responses told of pranks about dispensing misleading information about dates for resumption
of school during the first term break or about the joy of literally imprisoning a younger brother in a dark bedroom under
the pretence that it was not yet time to get-up.

legendary town of Gotham in Nottinghamshire feigned madness to forestall a visit from the king thus averting the loss
of the town thoroughfare to the crown. Gotham henceforth
became known as City of Fools and the anniversary of the
episode is held on April Fools’ Day.

Yet research readily shows how the tradition of the April Fool
is of long standing, reaching way back into the dark ages.
Scholars quibble over its origins. The most tenuous of these
supposes some link with ancient polytheistic seasonal rites.
Another likewise fanciful stretch cites thirteenth century
British folkloric sources relating how the populace from the

Possible links have also been proposed regarding dates
assigned to a fox’s trickery in the Nun’s Priest’s Tale in
Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales. Even as recently as 1997 bogus scholars perpetrated an online hoax claiming the day’s
commemoration dated back to some Christian trickery resulting in the rout of Muslim foes in Grenada in 1492.
However the most likely speculation on April Fools’ Day
origins involves the business of calendar reform during the
Middle Ages along with associated religious practices.
The French initiated European Calendar reform around
1564 in moving the start of the year from the end of March
to the beginning of January. Those who clung to the old
custom and continued to celebrate New Year around the
start of April became the butt of jokes - principally the ploy
of having paper fish cut-outs surreptitiously fixed to their
backs earning the sobriquet Poisson d’Avril or April fish.
Here things get even fishier. The onset of April in the
Northern Hemisphere heralded the fishing season along
with the movement of Pisces to the next sign in the Western
horoscope, where the fish too was regarded as the symbol
for Christ. Some pundits even propose rough homophonic
associations between the aforementioned French term for
fish - poisson - and the passion suffered by Jesus.
This prompts equally relevant ties to the mediaeval celebration known as The Feast of Fools, with its own links to new
year practices and the tradition of the carnival. The Feast of
Fools had its origins back in the twelfth century and persisted
well into the sixteenth century. The appointed day provided
the laity license to lampoon the clergy. A day of madness and
mayhem is featured in Victor Hugo’s famous 19th century
22
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novel The Hunchback of Notre Dame where Quasimodo is
swept up in the revelry to be crowned King of Fools.
The derivation of the term ‘fool’ also harks back to the medieval era via the Latin follis for ‘bellows’ with its associations with ‘windbag’ or ‘empty headed person’. The plural
folles likewise refers to ‘puffed cheeks’ i.e. of a buffoon.
That said, the fool was nonetheless highly regarded in the
society of the times and for some centuries thereafter.
There’s a long history concerning fools in service of the royal
court and of fools as confidants to monarchs. The subject
of Shakespeare’s fools offers rich pickings for scholars too.
Ditto for the concept of the holy fool both in Christian and
Eastern theology. Author Idries Shah’s collection of folktales
concerning the crazy Turkish cleric Nasreddin Hodja has
popularized the exploits of the latter for Western readers.
Although your humble researcher was a tad disappointed
to discover how April Fools’ Day no longer rates highly with
new millennium schoolkids, it seems in our era of information technology that contemporary commentators still delight in duping the populace on the day in question.

Nasreddin Hodja statue

was reported as having landed in a field in Surrey. Police attended. On approaching the saucer a door opened and a
silver-clad figure emerged, prompting the cops to run off.

Such was ever the case. A famous example is the elaborate
ruse perpetrated by the satirist Johnathan Swift on a producer of bogus predictive almanacs. Swift first produced a
faux almanac of his own under a pseudonym predicting the
pamphleteer’s death. The almanac producer himself published a rebuttal. Swift persisted not only in publishing a
disparaging elegy confirming the death but also claiming
that somebody else was now producing the almanac. The
whole escapade helped not only to discredit the almanac
producer but deterred him from further publication.

Given agreed terms for April Fools’ Day protocol however, perhaps the joke was on Richard. Original plans had been to land
the craft in Hyde Park on April 1st proper but prevailing winds
forced the a landing in Surrey a day early on March 31st.
At the time of submitting his copy the writer encountered ECH roustabout and former committee of management Chairperson, Geoffrey Pepperell, who, on learning of
the subject of this piece, volunteered that man of letters
Alexander Pope wasn’t thinking clearly when he penned ‘A
fool and his money are soon parted’, since a fool wouldn’t
have wit enough to accumulate funds in the first place.

In more recent times, press and television outlets have had
much success in deluding people on various scores. The
most well known of these being the BBC 1957 coverage of a
bumper spaghetti harvest in the Switzerland region of Ticino.

JOHN SHEILLS

Emerald Messenger readers are invited to join John and
fellow performers at ZEST Bar & Restaurant from 7pm
on Wednesday April 1st to celebrate fools as part of
Emerald’s annual PAVE Festival - www.pave.org.au

The writer’s favourite April Fools’ Day prankster is none other
than Virgin Group founder, Richard Branson, who piloted a
hot air balloon dressed-up as a flying saucer. The bogus UFO
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Emerald Writing and Critique Group
Wednesdays March 4th and 18th, 6:00 – 7:30pm
Do you want a supportive community group to workshop content and ideas, share stories and motivate each other? Come
along to sessions and meet writers in Emerald and surrounds.

Hearing Australia at Emerald Library for World Hearing Day
Tuesday the March 3rd, 9:30am – 12:00pm

Emerald Community Handcrafting Skill Swap

How well do you hear? Find out with our friends at Hearing
Australia. They’ll be conducting hearing checks at Emerald
Library from 9:30am - 12pm on Tuesday March 3rd. Join us and
take the first step toward rediscovering the sounds you love!

Saturday March 7th 11:00am – 1:00pm

For booking contact Pakenham Hearing Centre 03 5943 3500

Share traditional handcrafting skills; sewing, embroidery,
knitting and crochet in an inspiring and creative space. No
need to book, drop in anytime and learn something new!

Age Pension and your choices

Public Book Group (Second Monday of the month)

Wednesday March 11th 11:00am – 12:00pm

Monday March 9th 2.00pm - 3.00pm

Do you want to know more about the Age Pension and
your choices? Join us for a Centrelink presentation that will
discuss qualifications and claims, income and asset tests
and how you need to plan for retirement.

Love books and reading? Want to meet like-minded individuals who love to discuss books and authors? Come and
join our monthly Monday afternoon group at Emerald.
After school clubs Thursdays 4:00 – 5:15pm

Grand Ridge Brewery

Enjoy a school aged activity every Thursday 4-5pm at the library. The first Thursday is Lego Club, the second is STEAM
Club, the third is Creative Kids and the fourth is Explorers Club.

Tuesday March 17th 6:30 – 7:30pm
March is Melbourne Food and Wine month and Emerald
library is celebrating with one of the best craft breweries
in the country! Come along for a chance to taste some exceptional local beers and learn more about the history of
Grand Ridge Brewery with owner Eric Walters.

Teen Bookclub
First Wednesday each month from 4:00-5:00pm
Love to read? Want to share your passion with others? Join
the Teen Bookclub for monthly gabfests on the best and
sometimes the worst in YA fiction and popular culture. Free
reserves on the book of the month are provided as well as
snacks and giveaways. Teen bookclub is recommended for
ages 14-17, new members always welcome.

Introduction to Auslan
Saturday March 28th 12:30 – 2:00pm
Come and see how much fun it is to learn Auslan in this
free 1.5 hour ‘Introduction to Auslan’ session. The session
will include how to greet people, the Auslan alphabet, numbers, colours, animals and iconic signs. With pair and group
activities to help put all that you learn into practice.

Daytime Discovery
Wednesday March 4th 2:00-3:30pm
Fuel your child’s curiosity about the world in this monthly
inquiry session designed to bring real world learning opportunities to the library. Meet guest speakers on a range of
topics, build and solve science, technological and engineering problems (STEAM). The program is suitable for home
schooled and distance education students aged 6-12, however all are welcome to come along.

Emerald Library Bookchat
Wednesday March 4th 10:30 – 11:30am
An informal get together to discuss the books we have read
and enjoyed. Library Staff will share their favourite authors
too! Refreshments provided. First Wednesday each month
Digital drop-In

Children and Youth events and programs

Tuesdays 2:00 – 3:00pm and Wednesdays 6:00 – 7:00pm

Babytime is now on Mondays 11:15-11:45am

Digital drop in (IT Help) Are you struggling with information
technology? Need some assistance with your device? Come
along and get some IT help from staff at Emerald Library
Digital Drop in session. No bookings required.

Preschool Storytime is on Thursdays 11:15am-12:00pm
Tinies' Time is on Fridays 11:15-11.45am
SUE WALTERS
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BONDING WITH
STRANGERS

something made him phone Gill. "Critically, Gill is the vicar
of a local church and she told me that Mum had sat on a
bench and got talking to her only days before, telling this
stranger that the church would be a nice place to be laid
to rest. Mum's buried there now, close to that very bench."
It also turned out that Carl and Gill share a birthday, just
as Carl and his mother did. "So every year I go to see Mum's
grave on our birthday, and have lunch with Gill. I still get to
wish someone happy birthday on my birthday, as I always
did with Mum," Carl said.

In the early hours of July 11, 1999, I lost two very significant
people in my life. One of them was my mother, the other
was a stranger.

I happened to be in London for the July 7, 2005, bombings,
around the corner from Kings Cross. I remember the faces
in the office when there was that unquestionable bang.
Our pressing work and deadlines were instantly meaningless; everyone either went home or, if the closed transport
networks made it too hard, they piled into the local pub.
London isn't exactly open and friendly, but that day there
were unprecedented levels of eye contact and conversation
between strangers. Yes, the day was tragic, but for those
caught up on the sidelines it was memorable also for the
way it blurred the imagined boundaries between us. And it
was impossible not to wish it could always be like that.

I'd known for a year my mum was dying, and I was dedicated to being there for her when it happened. The hospice
promised they'd be able to warn me when the time was
close, but they misjudged the signs, so instead of being at
her bedside, I was in a stranger's bed.
I understand now that I coped with my mum's long fight
against cancer as best I could, sometimes drinking and
sleeping around. When the unexpected call came and "hospice" showed up on my mobile screen, the girl lay in bed and
watched me take the news. She saw my reaction, muted as
it was after a painful year of expecting the worst. Then we
hugged as she sobbed. I was too numb to feel anything but
her kindness.

When travelling to rural Alaska I learnt that people there
don't lock their homes. When they're away, especially in
winter, they don't just leave them unlocked, they prepare
a fire ready to be lit in the hearth, and they stock the cupboards with food and water. I remember an Alaskan seeing
my surprise at this and saying, "It's not like where you live;
we still need each other here."

Months passed and I didn't really look back. But gradually I
started to think about her more and more, dwelling on her
tenderness and the way she'd been there for me at one of the
most significant moments you can have. It's been 13 years
now and yet my quiet fascination with her hasn't abated.

Perhaps this is why a stranger's kindness resonates? In cities
and suburbs, more so in affluent countries, day-to-day survival
isn't an issue any more (even if it doesn't always feel like that).
We don't physically need one another in order to live now. And
without needing one another, we're not properly connected.
Where would the sense of connection come from?

My mum was ill for a whole year, a year in which there were
countless acts of kindness offered by her friends, relatives
and neighbours - people with whom I had a history. This girl
didn't do anything miraculous. So why is it a stranger I want
to see again when I've lost touch with every single one of
my mother's friends, relatives and neighbours?

Alaska made me realise we lost meaning once our survival
was secured. The struggle for survival is the meaning, and
if your survival's even moderately in question, that ties you
to others around you - it forces you to team up with them,
depend on them, serve them. Real or imagined danger connects people, and our connection to others is scientifically
proven to be the pinnacle of experience.

I'm not alone in experiencing this seemingly disproportionate reaction. Many of us have had a moment where, at a
critical time, or even just a mildly stressful or lonely one,
someone stepped from the shadows and did something.
Not necessarily anything heroic or dramatic, but because
they're strangers and they act at a particular moment, their
kindness takes on extra significance.

It's no surprise then that a stranger's actions become imprinted on us at a time when our survival is called into
question. Even if it's just a sense of our emotional survival
under threat, like when your mum has just died. It's in this
emotional need, and another's kindness, that we find connection. And there's something magical about experiencing
that with a stranger. A feeling that stays with us, marks us.
So that we carry that stranger and their kindness with us
everywhere we go.

My once-housemate, Jane, was in Thailand when the 2004
Boxing Day tsunami hit. "There was a rush of survivors to
higher ground, everyone sleeping out in the open in tight
rows, all of us strangers and yet all of us holding hands,"
she recalls. "For those few days after the tsunami I felt like I
was falling in love over and over again, with everyone I met.
Every connection was heightened and intense."
Often there's an interpretation of serendipity in the actions
of strangers. My friend Carl also lost his mother, but her
sudden deterioration meant she was unconscious in a hospice before they'd discussed her last wishes: "A visitor [Gill]
arrived, saying she was a recent acquaintance of Mum's,
so I took the opportunity to go out for some air," Carl recalls. "Before Gill left she gave me her phone number." Carl's
mum died that night, and after calling friends and family,

JON BAUER

Writer / Freelance Journalist
Reprinted with permission from the author
Good Weekend - www.smh.com.au/lifestyle/
bonding-with-strangers-20120727-22ycb.html
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THE UGLIFICATION OF EMERALD
In Vance Palmer’s short story The Foal, a man stands on
his porch early one morning looking out over a misty valley where he witnesses the birth of a foal. The experience
evinces in him an almost numinous feeling for the beauty
and wonder of unspoilt nature. This is the same valley we
see as we walk or drive through Emerald and like the man in
the short story we cannot but respond to its beauty. This is
the view that is now threatened by the construction of large
buildings on the main street: indeed a piece of brutal architecture that blocks out much of that defining Emerald view.
The buildings nearing completion will undoubtedly not be
the last to be built along this stretch of road. There will be a
domino effect as sites are redeveloped for commercial use
and the valley view will soon be totally obliterated.

building had been granted in 2013, two years prior to the
current non mandatory Design and Development Overlay
which sets standards for architectural design.
The attendees at the meeting were predominantly older
residents and perhaps this was reflected in some of the
comments. The discussion centered on preserving character, heritage, identity and concerns about scale. Whilst most
concerns focused more specifically on the afore mentioned
new buildings under construction on the main road and on
the Cardinia Shire’s Hub, interestingly no one seemed to
voice belated regret over the suitability, character, scale etc
of the behemoth of a supermarket that was built with few
objections. If it’s a matter of character and scale then the
supermarket too does not belong in Emerald. Nor for that
matter does the new Police Station.

Although some locals refer to Emerald as a village and others call it a town, the truth is that it is now primarily a dormitory suburb with a tourist attraction (the value of Puffing
Billy for Emerald is for another discussion). According to the
2016 census the population of Emerald is 5778 and a large
number leave the area each day for work in far flung suburbs.
Emerald's greatest asset was always its setting, straddling
a ridge with views over a valley. The abundance of greenery
is an inspiration to many artists, poets and writers and a
retreat for those escaping the growing city.
Back through the 1920s to the 40s and 50s, artists and writers such as Vance Palmer and his wife Nettie were drawn to
the district by its unspoilt, wistful natural beauty and as an
escape from urban distractions. The same reasons many of
us have chosen Emerald to live in. Emerald, however, is becoming visually unattractive with inappropriate, haphazard
building developments and congested with traffic.

The Cardinia Shire Hub did replace an unsightly old building, no longer fit for purpose but laden with memories for
many older residents. If it is scale that concerns people then
this building though architecturally interesting seems to sit
uncomfortably and to overpower the site. However, many
groups are looking forward to having better facilities than
before and many will also welcome the shire services that
will be on offer.

In a recent article in the Emerald Messenger Michael
Buxton, Emeritus Professor of Environment and Planning
at RMIT University outlined how governments at all levels
and of different persuasions worked together for years to
control development in the Dandenong Ranges. The system was however undermined by the Kennett government,
‘especially by councils having to adopt standardized planning provisions’.

As regards the concerns raised about preserving heritage,
Emerald has never had any grand or interesting buildings, its
charm being its natural setting. There were no grand houses
or civic buildings to reflect its history as seen in the gold towns
of central Victoria. Gold never brought wealth to Emerald.
But heritage can be defined more broadly, beyond buildings
and structures to include landscapes, traditions and stories.
Heritage is also the community’s emotional and social investment in places and stories that make a place special.

Recently, at a well attended Emerald Village Association
(EVA) meeting, three representatives from the Shire of
Cardinia Planning Department were invited to explain how
decisions are made on planning applications in Emerald.
The emotions ran high and were centered on the new shopping and office complex on the main road. Others were unhappy at the size and positioning of the Cardinia Shire Hub.

Despite the Emerald Museum’s fine work in preserving the
heritage of the area, there is still a lack of awareness about
Emerald’s past, it’s writers and artists, pioneering families
or the Nobelius Nursery enterprises. In its heyday Nobelius
Nursery covered 200 acres, employed 80 people and just

The response from the planners was that the permit for the

Automotive service & repairs
4WD –CARS –PETROL –DIESEL
5968 6031
297 Belgrave-Gembrook Road, Emerald
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Education Seminars

before WW1, when it was known as Gembrook Nurseries,
was the biggest nursery in the southern hemisphere exporting trees and plants worldwide.
Writers like the Palmers were attracted to the romanticism of the area as an escape from growing urban distractions and to follow creative pursuits. Rose Chandler’s cottage was home not only to the Palmers but also Katherine
Suzannah Pritchard and their many literary and artistic
friends who often came to stay. Playwright Louis Esson and
his wife Hilda Bull, a doctor, also made Emerald home. And
yet how many local people know the importance of these
writers and artists in our cultural history? Why not name
our Library as the Vance and Nettie Palmer Library. And
Gemco too could acknowledge in some way Louis Esson’s
contribution to Australian theatre.

:RUNLQJWRJHWKHUWRZDUGVKHDOWKLHUPLQGV
:RUNLQJWRJHWKHUWRZDUGVKHDOWKLHUPLQGV

Education Seminars
Education Seminars

Landscape too can be culturally significant. Just as important as the valley view from the main road. For many
the walk along the ridge of Pepi’s Land with its breathtaking views to Westernport Bay is a meditative experience.
Visitors often commented on how lucky we were to have
this to enjoy. Now part of Pepi’s Land has been taken over
for netball courts. This has ruined the experience for many
and can be seen as environmental vandalism. And hard
as it is to criticize something that will hopefully encourage
physical activity in young girls, the question to ask is - was
this the only possible location? And how wide was the authentic consultation with the people of Emerald?

:RUNLQJWRJHWKHUWRZDUGVKHDOWKLHUPLQGV
Creative Streak - Emerald's writers and artists are celebrated in front
of Emerald Community House

Education Seminars

Traffic is now a major problem in Emerald. Not all is local
traffic as it is used as a convenient shortcut for those living
beyond Emerald and working in the south east. The ridge
location of the town obviously makes any attempts at mitigation very challenging.

and consultation. At present there appear to be numerous sporting and interest groups and politicians with preelection inducements but no one to perhaps liaise between
these different sections of the community.

Change is inevitable and can be realized without destroyAll of this, of course, raises the tricky question of how can
ing the best aspects of a town and its natural environment.
a community agree on what development is appropriate
Moreover it should reflect as many of the community’s disand what is not? And who decides which buildings are
parate needs and expectations as is possible.
aesthetically pleasing and which are not? These are devil-:RUNLQJWRJHWKHUWRZDUGVKHDOWKLHUPLQGV
ish questions to resolve and require community leadership Regretfully Emerald is being developed in a haphazard way
with little foresight or imagination with commercial imperatives seemingly overriding all else, instead of a place of considered development with close community consultation for
reaching a shared vision. Emerald is in danger of losing the
We offer comprehensive
psychological assessment and treatme
character and natural beauty that in the past attracted both
visitors
and those wanting to make Emerald their home.
:RUNLQJWRJHWKHUWRZDUGVKHDOWKLHUPLQGV

6\YWYHJ[PJLVɈLYZ,K\JH[PVU:LTPUHYZ
throughout the year. The sessions are
facilitated by experienced psychologists
in a private, warm and supportive
6\YWYHJ[PJLVɈLYZ,K\JH[PVU:LTPUHYZ
Children
•:RUNLQJWRJHWKHUWRZDUGVKHDOWKLHUPLQGV
Adolescents • Adults • Couples
6\YWYHJ[PJLVɈLYZ,K\JH[PVU:LTPUHYZ
environment.
MARIA MILLERS

Education Semina

throughout the year. The sessions are
throughout the year. The sessions are
Group Sessions
and Education Seminars
also available
facilitated
by experienced
psychologists
facilitated
by
experienced
psychologists
Weaoffer
comprehensive
psychological
assessment and treatment fo
in
private,
warm
and
supportive
Weaoffer
comprehensive
psychological
assessment
382 Belgrave-Gembrook
Road,
Emerald
VIC 3782
in
private,
warm
and
supportive
Call now
to
book
an
appointment
T: 0478
125and
865trea
6\YWYHJ[PJLVɈLYZ,K\JH[PVU:LTPUHYZ
:RUNLQJWRJHWKHUWRZDUGVKHDOWKLHUPLQGV
Children the
• Adolescents
• Adultsare
• Couples
environment.
throughout
year. •
The
sessions
E admin@emeraldpsychology.com.au
Children
Adolescents
• Adults • Couples
environment.

Education
Seminar
Education
Semin
facilitated by experienced psychologists

www.emeraldpsychology.com.au
Sessions
and
Education
Seminars
also
available
T 0478 125 Group
865
emeraldpsychology.com.au
Weaoffer
comprehensive
psychological
assessment
and
treatment
Group
Sessions
Education
Seminars
also availab
in
private,
warm
andand
supportive
382
Belgrave-Gembrook
Road,
Emerald
Vic
3782 for

Education Seminars

Children
• Adolescents
• Couples
environment.
382 Belgrave-Gembrook
Road,• Adults
Emerald
VIC 3782
E:book
admin@emeraldpsychology.com.au
382
Belgrave-Gembrook
Road,T:Emerald
VIC
Call
now
to
0478
125
8653782
Call
nowan
toappointment
book an appointment
T:
0478
125 865
Group
Sessions
and
Education
Seminars
also
available
E admin@emeraldpsychology.com.au
E admin@emeraldpsychology.com.au
3ULYDWH+HDOWK,QVXUDQFH
382 Belgrave-Gembrook
Road, Emerald
VIC 3782
www.emeraldpsychology.com.au
Call
now
to book
an appointment
T: 0478
125 865
www.emeraldpsychology.com.au
T 0478 125
865
emeraldpsychology.com.au
T 0478 125 865 emeraldpsychology.com.au

382 Belgrave-Gembrook
Road, Emerald
VicEmerald
3782 Vic 3782
E admin@emeraldpsychology.com.au
382 Belgrave-Gembrook
Road,
E:emeraldpsychology.com.au
admin@emeraldpsychology.com.au
T 0478 125 865www.emeraldpsychology.com.au
E:
admin@emeraldpsychology.com.au
382 Belgrave-Gembrook Road, Emerald Vic 3782
E: admin@emeraldpsychology.com.au

3ULYDWH+HDOWK,QVXUDQFH
3ULYDWH+HDOWK,QVXUDQFH

3ULYDWH+HDOWK,QVXUDQFH

27

EMERALD MESSENGER — MARCH 2020
YOUTH

THIS IS OUR FUTURE
ZAHRA'S CORNER
We asked Zahra Ebaad, a 15 year old student at Nossal High
School, Berwick, to write a piece for the Emerald Messenger in
January. We were struck by the sympatico nature of her submission with the front page article written by 3rd year Environmental
Science student, Heremaia Titoko on climate change. Both of
the articles were written independent of each other. We felt that
Zahra deserved a corner of the Messenger of her very own.
~
Late 2019, the people of New South Wales had noticed thick
grey smoke blowing into the sky. Australia suffered, and is still
suffering one of its worst bushfire seasons which started at the
end of last year causing 33 human fatalities, over a billion animals to lose their lives and just under 13 million acres of land to
be destroyed already.

We need some assistance from our seniors who lived in a world
with the least pollution and change in natural climate. This is
our future that we are trying to secure. Our future, our children's
future and the future of Earth because if we continue like this,
we'll soon have a burning planet on our hands. The most devastating part of it is that for some people, this was their wake-up
call. Climate change cannot be a myth when the effects are
right before your eyes. If this is Australia's bushfire season this
year, imagine the brutality of next summer's fires.

These 2019 fires are simply the result of our climate changing. Global warming is not a hoax and here is the proof. Many
countries around the world are experiencing extreme weather
conditions ranging from negative temperatures to sky high
walls of raging fire. People have heard the opinions of the influential figures and politicians but as a teenager, many have
approached me and asked what I think of these bushfires and
of climate change. I think people instantly assume that most
teenagers don't care about these issues and that we are simply
too lazy to educate ourselves in this matter. We are constantly
being dismissed because of our age. This time though, its directly threatening our future and many of us will not allow it.

Asking everyone to go completely green would be pointless and
foolish as the lifestyles we lead nowadays are incredibly reliant
on technology and require more energy than we can believe,
but there are small steps that we can take to lessen the effect
on our environment. Although we don’t have much time to
save our planet, the smallest things can have a greater impact
than you think if we all participated.
Here are a few steps you can take to help make our planet
healthier. Re-think how far you're driving and if you really need
to drive there. Walking short distances will reduce the amount
of CO2 and other harmful gases we release into the environment. Take public transport or ride your bike to work and get
some exercise. Renewable energy is becoming cheaper around
the world so look into solar and wind energy options. Invest in
energy efficient lightbulbs as they are used everyday. Practice
unplugging your TV, phone charger, computers and other electronic devices when they're not in use. Take shorter showers
and open the blinds instead of flicking on the light switch. Tell
your family and friends to follow these steps too. Tell them to
tell their friends. Imagine if everyone started taking these steps
toward protecting our planet and ensuring its recovery. If this is
something that interests you, I'd advise looking up some other
tips you can use to become more sustainable.

Our generation is the one that will be affected by the worst conditions that the adults are leaving behind for us. It is not only up
to our generation to ensure that we have a future in this world
that is not constantly being bombarded with natural disasters.

Even though our leaders may be listening to our voices from
the seats that they hold above us, we can start learning and
making a difference by ourselves. Start by being your own leader. We need as much awareness as we can achieve. Educate
yourselves about this matter and educate others. I encourage
all of you to learn about our planet's crisis because it is now up
to us to try to reverse our actions and guarantee that the generations to come may live as well as we do.
ZAHRA EBAAD
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Nature Detectives
Come along to our fun family nature play
sessions as part of Nature Play Week 2020.
@
@
@
@
@
@

Nature-inspired art and craft activities
Treasure hunts
Nature discovery toys
Perfume and potion making
Mud kitchen play
Planting activities and lots more!

Monday 30th March
at St Mark’s Children’s Centre,
1-3 Church St, Emerald

10am-11.30am or 12.30pm -2pm
$10 per child / $20 per family
Online bookings through Humanitix or via
our facebook page @puffingbillytoylibrary

Nature Detectives is hosted by
St Mark’s Emerald Playgroup
www.stmarksemerald.org.au

Gemco Players Present

Women
of Troy
BY

EURIPIDES

6-21 March 2020
Evenings | 8pm:
Friday 6, Saturday 7, Friday 13, Saturday 14,
Friday 20, Saturday 21
Matinee | 2pm: Sunday 8 and 15
at
The Gem Community Arts Centre,
19 Kilvington Drive, Emerald 3782
Tickets: Adult $25; $22 conc.
Early Bird $20 to Feb 21.
School Students: $15.
Gemco Members 2 for 1.
Groups of 4+ $20/ticket.
Online bookings www.gemcoplayers.org.
Enquiries call 5968 2844

After the fall of Troy to
the Greek invading
army, the Trojan women
weep over their lost
city, families, and honor,
as they are taken away
as Greek slaves
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and Puffing Billy Toy Library
www.puffingbillytoylibrary.com.au
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BIODIVERSITY THREATENED
HAS THE BUSHFIRE CRISIS PUT THE
ENVIRONMENT BACK ON THE AGENDA?
The ‘Black Summer’ bushfires of 2019/2020 have so far seen
more than 27.2 million acres burnt, according to spatial scientist Dr. Rachel Whitsed from Charles Sturt University. This
is Australia’s largest scale bushfire event and the first one
to impact such a large number of people. At least 30,000
people alone are estimated to live within the impacted areas
in addition to the visiting tourists. Ecology expert Professor
Chris Dickman from the University of Sydney reported to
RMIT ABC Fact Check that there is estimated to be 1 billion
animals that have perished in these bushfires. This is a very
conservative estimate for the New South Wales and Victorian
bushfires areas and does not include South Australia. If you
take these areas into account the ‘Black Summer’ fires are
more likely to be responsible for well over 1 billion animal
deaths and possibly the extinction of many already threatened species. You may hear a lot about how we should conserve and increase biodiversity but what is it exactly and why
has it decreased so dramatically in Australia?
Biological diversity consists of species, genetic and ecosystem diversity. Species diversity refers to all the species on
Earth, from the largest species of blue whales right down to
single-celled bacteria such as microbes. Genetic diversity is
the genetic variation within species both among geographically separate populations and among individuals within
single populations. Ecosystem diversity is the different biological communities and their associations with the chemical and physical environment.
Australia is unique as an island continent where many of our
species are endemic - that is they are only found in one single
geographical area and nowhere else. This is due to the amount
of time that Australia has been in isolation. Forty million years
ago Australia separated from Gondwana giving species plenty of time to evolve independently from the rest of the world.
Endemic species in Australia include mammals (87%), amphibians (94%), birds ( 45%), inshore fish species ( 85% only
found in Australian waters), vascular plants (86%) and
reptiles (93%). Australia has the most endemic species in
the world, inhabiting ecosystems that have just as much
diversity. The Australian Alps with high altitude peaks and
glacial lakes are where the critically endangered Southern
and Northern Corroboree Frog can be found. The Simpson
Strzelecki Dunefields with their extensive sand plains, salt
pans, grasslands and river red gums are home to the critically endangered Desert Mouse. Our marine and coastal
ecosystems such as Ningaloo Reef have the largest areas
of seagrass plains in the world. This is where the whale
shark – the biggest living fish in the world- has had its status upgraded from threatened to endangered. The Great
Barrier Reef has the largest collection of coral reefs in the
world with 400 types of coral, 1500 species of fish and
4000 types of mollusc as well as being critical habitat for
the dugong and the large green turtle, both of which are
threatened with extinction.
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Scientists report that the Earth is entering the Sixth Mass
Extinction, where the highest species extinction rates during historic times have occurred on islands as they have limited areas, small population sizes, small numbers of populations and the species are often endemic. Why are island
species so vulnerable? Island species have evolved with a
limited number of competitors, predators and diseases so
when they encounter these, it invariably causes a demise in
the populations of a species which can lead to extinction.
Species have become extinct in the past and have been
replaced with others. Fossil records show that most individual species last about 1-10 million years before becoming extinct or evolve into a new species. Between 1 and 10
species are lost to the world every year – this is called the
natural background extinction rate. However, currently this
background extinction rate is now 100-1000 times greater
than it has been in the past.
This current mass extinction has been aptly named by many
scientists as the Anthropocene – where species diversity or
species richness has declined since the arrival of humans –
human caused extinction. The factors that cause a species
to become extinct are both deterministic and stochastic.
Deterministic factors cause a population to decline as a result
of threatening processes (listed below). Stochastic factors result from having an already small population. Environmental
stochasticity defines smaller populations which are vulnerable to chance environmental events. Demographic stochasticity is when the survival of an entire population rests on the
specific fates of each individual. Genetic drift is where the
smallness of a population increases the chance of inbreeding
which increases the chance of less viable offspring.
The species that are most vulnerable to extinction are those
that have a large home range, for example, the Greater
Gliders that can have home ranges up to 19 hectares. Species
with large bodies like the whale shark don’t disperse effectively. Non-flying mammals in forest fragments and seasonal migrants like the orange-bellied parrot from Tasmania,
have little genetic diversity. The Yarra Pygmy Perch in South
Australia has specialized environmental requirements . The
diet of Koalas are restricted to particular types of eucalyptus
leaves. Coral species can only live in pristine, stable habitats.
The South-Western Australian endemic flora is at risk because it has yet to have contact with humans. The Dugong
in NSW is listed as endangered and has closely related species which have already become extinct.
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The main threatening processes that lead to species extinction are habitat loss where there are such severe changes
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EVENTS GALLERIES SPORT CULTURE CONCERTS THEATRE
BEYOND THE CLIMATE EMERGENCY
Wednesday March 4th, 7-8.30pm
Selby Community House
www.selbyhouse.com.au
HILLS PHOTOGRAPHIC SOCIETY
Thursday March 12th & 26th, 7:30pm
St Josephs' Church Hall
Corner Monbulk and Cornish Rds, Emerald
www.hillsphotographicsociety.org.au
DRREA SAFE CLIMATE FORUM
Sunday March 22nd, 1-3pm
Emerald Community House Hall
www.drrea.org.au

BELGRAVE BIG DREAMS MARKET
First Sunday of every month (except Jan)
St Thomas More Primary School
Reynolds Lane, Belgrave
Time: 9am - 2pm
Info: www.belgravebigdreamsmarket.com
BELGRAVE SOUTH COMMUNITY MARKET
First Sunday of every month (except Sept)
Gilmore Court, Belgrave South
Time: 10.30am - 3.30pm
Info: market@bsch.org.au
COCKATOO COUNTRY MARKET
First Saturday of every month (except Jan)
Alma Treloar Reserve, 77 Pakenham Road, Cockatoo
Time: 8.30am - 1.30pm
Info: cockatoocountrymarket@outlook.com
EMERALD COMMUNITY MARKET

EMERALD
EMERALD

Sunday March 29
Sunday
March
10am
- 4pm 29

th
th

10am - 4pm

Third Sunday of every month
Main Street & Kilvington Drive, Emerald
Time: 9am-3pm
Info: 03 5968 3881 www.emeraldcommunity.market
EMERALD LIONS GROW IT BAKE IT MAKE IT

Performing and Visual Arts in Emerald

First Sunday of every month
Gemco Theatre, 19 Kilvington Drv, Emerald
Time: 10am-3pm
Info: www.facebook.com/GrowItBakeItMakeItMarket

Envision
Imagine

WWW.FUNFEST.ORG.AU
WWW.FUNFEST.ORG.AU

GEMBROOK MARKET

Performing and Visual Arts in Emerald

March 29th

Envision
Imagine

to

April 5
2020

Fourth Sunday of every month (except Dec)
Gembrook Community Centre
Time: 9am-2pm
Info: www.gembrookmarket.com.au

th

March 29th

KALLISTA COMMUNITY MARKET

to

April 5th
2020
OVER
Celebrating

60

creative, sustainable

EVENTS!

& resilient communities

WWW.PAVE.ORG.AU

#PAVEFestival

OVER

COCKATOO WOMEN'S BUSINESS
NETWORK
60
Celebrating creative, sustainable
Monday
March 30th, 7:30pm EVENTS!
& resilient communities
42 McBride Street, Cockatoo
WWW.PAVE.ORG.AU
Monthly
meetings held#PAVEFestival
on last Monday each month
EMERALD VILLAGE ASSOCIATION
Tuesday March 24st 7:30pm
Emerald RSL
www.emeraldvillagenews.com.au

emeraldmessenger.com.au

First Saturday of every month (except Jan)
2 Church Street, Kallista
Time: 9am - 1pm
Info: kallistamkt@gmail.com
MONBULK PRODUCE MARKET
Second Saturday of every month
Top End Main Street, Monbulk
Time: 8am-1pm
Info: monbulkmarket@gmail.com
www.facebook.com/monbulkproducemarket
UPWEY GRASSROOTS MARKET
Saturday March 29th, June 28th, September 27th
Main Street, Upwey
Time: 9am-2pm
Info: www.facebook.com/GrassrootsMarketUpwey

FREE

